




















































 

1. Member States shall monitor the presence of the 
following public health parameters in urban wastewater:  

(a) SARS-CoV-2 virus and its variants; 

(b) poliovirus; 

(c) influenza virus; 

(d) emerging pathogens; 

(e) contaminants of emerging concern; 

(f) any other public health parameters that are considered 
relevant by the competent authorities of the Member States 
for monitoring.  

21. For the purpose of paragraph 1, Member States shall 

set up a national system for permanent cooperation and 
coordination between competent authorities responsible 
for public health and competent authorities responsible for 
urban wastewater treatment with regard to: 

(a) the identification of other public health parameters 
than the ones referred to in paragraph 1 that are to be 
monitored in urban wastewater such as those in the 
following list: 

(i) SARS-CoV-2 virus and its variants; 

(ii) poliovirus; 

(iii) influenza virus; 

(iv) emerging pathogens; 

(v) contaminants of emerging concern; 

(vi) any other public health parameters that are 
considered relevant by the competent authorities 
of the Member States for monitoring; 

 (b) the determination of the location and the frequency of 
urban wastewater sampling and analysis for each public 
health parameter identified in accordance with paragraph 
1(a), taking into account thus regarding the available 

health data and the needs in terms of public health data 
and, where relevant, the local epidemiological situations; 

(c) the organisation of an appropriate and timely 
communication of the monitoring results to the competent 

  











 

3. For all agglomerations of above 10 000 p.e., Member 
States shall ensure that competent authorities, 
appropriate bodies or the operator of the wastewater 
treatment plant monitor, at the inlets and outlets of urban 

wastewater treatment plants, the concentration and loads 
in the urban wastewater of the following elements:  

(a) pollutants listed in:  

(i) Annexes VIII and X to Directive 2000/60/EC, the 
Annex to Directive 2008/105/EC, Annex I to Directive 
2006/118/EC and Part B of Annex II to Directive 
2006/118/EC; 

(ii) the Annex to Decision 2455/2001/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council9;  

(iii) Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council10; 

(iv) Annexes I and II to Directive 86/278/EEC. 

(b) parameters listed in Part B of Annex III to Directive 
(EU) 2020/2184, where urban wastewater is discharged in 
a catchment area referred to in Article 8 of that Directive; 

(c) the presence of microplastics. 

For all agglomerations of above 10 000 p.e., Member 
States shall ensure that competent authorities, 
appropriate bodies or the operator of the wastewater 
treatment plant monitor the presence of micro plastics in 

the sludge. 

The monitoring referred to in the first and second sub this 

paragraphs shall be carried out with the following 
frequencies: 

(a) at least two samples per year, with maximum 7 6 

months between the samples, for agglomerations of 100 
000 p.e. and more above; 

(b) at least one sample every 2 two years for 

agglomerations of between 10 000 p.e. and 100 000 p.e. 

[NEW] The monitoring frequency established in this 
paragraph may be halved in subsequent years if the 
monitoring results for the pollutants referred to in this 
paragraph are below standards under Directive 
2008/105/EC or below detection limits or below limits 
of quantification during the first three years of the 

  









 

5. Member States may include in their first national 
implementation programmes an extension of 
maximum six years of the following deadlines: 

(a) the deadlines referred to in Article 3(2) and/or in 
Article 6(2) on the conditions that: 

(i) less than 50 % of these agglomerations are 
provided with collecting systems and are not 
subject to secondary treatment on [OP please 
insert the date=day of entry into force of the 
Directive]; and  

(ii) the national implementation programme 
includes: 

- the number of agglomerations between 1 
000 and 2 000 p.e. that lacks a collecting 
system and secondary treatment on [OP 
please insert the date=day of entry into force 
of the Directive]; and 

- a plan detailing the necessary investments 
to reach full compliance for these 
agglomerations within the extended 
deadlines; 

(b) the deadline for agglomerations referred to in 
Article 7(3) on the conditions that: 

(i) at least 50 % of these agglomerations are not 
applying tertiary treatment on [OP please insert 
the date=day of entry into force of the Directive]; 
and 

(ii) the national implementation programme 
includes: 

- the number of agglomerations referred to in 
Article 7(3) lacking tertiary treatment on [OP 
please insert the date=day of entry into force 
of the Directive]; and 

- a plan detailing the necessary investments 
to reach full compliance for these 
agglomerations within the extended 
deadlines; 

The extensions of these deadlines shall be effective 
only if the above-mentioned conditions are fulfilled. 
The Commission shall notify the Member States if 

  





































 

1. The prior general binding rules regulations and/or 

specific authorisations referred to in Article 14(1) shall 

ensure the following: 

(a) the polluting substances contained in the non-

domestic wastewater do not impede the operation of the 

wastewater treatment plant, do not damage collecting 

systems, wastewater treatment plants and associated 

equipment and do not prevent the reuse of treated water 

and the recovery of sludge; 

 

(b) the polluting substances contained in the non-

domestic wastewater do not harm the health of the staff 

working in collecting systems and urban wastewater 

treatment plants; 

 

(c) the polluting substances contained in the non-

domestic wastewater can be abated by the urban 

wastewater treatment plant except those resulting from 

the natural degradation of organic matter producing 

toxic substances (e.g. H2S); 

 

(d) where an urban wastewater treatment plant treats 

discharges from an installation holding a permit referred to 

in Article 4 of Directive 2010/75/EU, the pollutant load from 

the discharges of that plant does not exceed the pollutant 

load that would be discharged if the discharges were 

released directly from the installation and were compliant 

with the emission limit values applicable according to 

this Directive. set in accordance with Article 15(3) of that 

Directive and any additional measures taken in accordance 

with Article 18 of that Directive; 

 

(e) the pollutant load in the discharge from the urban 

wastewater treatment plant does not deteriorate the good 

ecological status or potential or good chemical status of the 

receiving water body and does not prevent that water body 

from achieving such status, in accordance with the 

objectives set out in Article 4 of Directive 2000/60/EC. 

 

2. The specific authorisation shall include an annex, which 

documents the fulfilment of all the conditions set out in point 

1. The provisions of the specific authorisations shall be 

  




















