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About us

The European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) is the Union’s

Agency analysing foreign, security and defence policy issues. Its core

mission is to assist the EU and its member states in the implementation of

the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), including the Common

Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) as well as other external action of the

Union.

The Institute was set up in January 2002 as an autonomous agency under

Council Joint Action 2001/554 [now regulated by Council Decision

2014/75/CFSP] to strengthen the EU’s analysis, foresight, and networking

capacity in external action. The Institute also acts as an interface between

the EU institutions and external experts – including security actors – to

develop the EU’s strategic thinking. The EUISS is now an integral part of

the structures that underpin the further development of the CFSP/CSDP.
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Building “Strategic Digital Autonomy”: A Two-Front Initiative 
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Three levers of “Digital Sovereignty”

- Supporting Research & Development and Innovation: 

 Allows Europe to shape next-gen tech — embedding democratic values (e.g., transparency, data 

portability) and gaining strategic advantage via patents and standards.

- Strengthening the regional digital and technological industrial base: 

 Reduces reliance on foreign providers by scaling domestic and regional solutions across critical 

sectors.

- Enforcing Norms and Regulation:

 Laws like the GDPR, DSA, DMA, and AI Act, and certifications like the upcoming EUCS enable 

Europe to regain control over digital infrastructure and data flows.





The EU’s Potential Partnerships

14

Like-minded countries Countries with Dynamic Tech Ecosystem Critical and Emerging Regions

Partners that broadly share

the EU’s democratic values,

regulatory approaches, and

commitment to an open,

rules-based digital order.

Partners with fast-growing digital sectors or

emerging tech leadership, which may not

fully align with the EU on values but

represent key trade or innovation

opportunities.

Partners that are rapidly developing

digital capacity and seeking

partnerships, particularly in areas like

infrastructure, digital skills, or

governance.

Japan, South Korea, Australia,

United Kingdom, Canada,

United States…

India, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,

China…

Africa (UA), Indo-Pacific, Ukraine,

Eastern Neighbourhood…
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Different Types of Partnerships








