


Current legal framework - Regulation (EC) No 851/2004
establishing a European centre for disease prevention and
control

* No specific tasks for ECDC related to health systems’ capacity monitoring in the current mandate.

« Tasks currently performed by ECDC under the existing mandate directly or indirectly providing
information on MS health systems’ capacity:

ECDC conducts the Article 4 surveys every three Jears under the CBTH decision to provide the Commission
}Nithl an update on the latest situation with regard to the MS preparedness and response planning at national
evel.

Through the EU Laboratory Capability Monitorinfg System bi-annual surveys ECDC assesses key public health
microbiology service capabilities and capacities for EU surveillance and epidemic ?reparedness. These results
help policymakers to identify possible areas for action and evaluate the functional impact of capacity-
strengthening activities and health system reforms.

ECDC monitors certain indicators to support the European Commission and MS in addressing the Sustainable
Development Goals in the area of HIV, TB and hepatitis.

ECDC collects, analyses and disseminates surveillance data on over 58 communicable diseases and related
special health issues from all EU/EEA countries. Through its surveillance activities ECDC monitors trends in
communicable diseases over time and across Member States to assess the present situation, respond to rises
above warning thresholds and facilitate appropriate evidence-based action.



Legal framework - Proposal for amending the ECDC
Founding Regulation relating to national health systems’
capacity monitoring

Whereas (10) The Centre should...monitor and assess the capacity of national health
systems for diagnosis, prevention and treatment of communicable diseases, including
in @ gender-sensitive way

Article 4 (d) The Centre shall...monitor and assess health systems’ capacity for
diagnosis, prevention and treatment of specific communicable diseases as well as
patients’ safety;

Article 5 b (i) Preparedness and Response planning. The Centre shall assess health
systems’ cagacity to detect, prevent, respond to and recover from outbreaks of
communicable diseases, identify gaps and provide recommendations for the
strengthening of health systems, to be implemented with Union support as
appropriate;



Key principles and objectives of national health
systems’ capacity monitoring to respond to CBTH

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed shortcomings in Union mechanisms for managing
public health threats, which call for a more coordinated and structured Union-level
approach to future health crises.

1. Provide useful strategic information for both national and European level: meaningful
indication of the state of preparedness (including surge capacity and resilience)

2. ECDC will seek guidance from relevant stakeholders on what to monitor: indicators will be
developed through a consultative process with MS (NFP, AF, MB, HSC)

3. Remain relevant by regularly adapting indicators to the needs in a consultative process

4. Minimise reporting burden

Prioritise use of existing data: indicators on health systems capacity should in the first instance be based upon
existing data and indicators (WHO, Eurostat, OECD, Article 7* CBTH)

Complement and not duplicate existing monitoring/reporting frameworks
Focus on indicators relevant to the European context

*Art 4 of the current Decision 1082/2013.



ECDC perspective on indicators health systems’
capacity monitoring to respond to CBTH

- Indicators will likely include capacity-based and performance-based ones

- Indicators will also address health system resilience an surge capacity
- Methods:

Indicators will be developed and selected in consultation with the MS through the ECDC
stakeholders (disease, laboratory, surveillance and preparedness networks, Advisory Forum,
Management Board) and the Health Security Committee

Priority for indicators will be: 1 pre-existing indicators, 2 indicators that can be compiled
based upon existing data, 3 indicators that need to be reported to ECDC by the MS (e.g. via
Article 7 reporting or other reporting mechanisms)

Country visits, fact findings missions, reviews, assessments, simulation exercises are other
methods through which relevant information can be obtained and assessed.



Conclusion

« The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed shortcomings in Union mechanisms for managing public health
threats, which call for a more coordinated and structured Union-level approach to future health
crises.

« The proposed rewording of the text focussing the monitoring of MS health systems on emergency
preparedness, crisis management and capacity to respond to cross-borders health
threats is in line with the overall goals of the European Health Union proposal.

« The proposed rewording of the text to reduce the health systems monitoring tasks for ECDC to
“supporting” and “facilitating support” completely alters the initial meaning of the text
and undermines the overall goals of the European Health Union. Such a weakened legal
basis will not allow ECDC to put any meaningful monitoring system in place and will not allow
addressing the shortcomings the pandemic has revealed.






European Vaccination and Information Portal

“An initiative of the EU” (EC, ECDC,
EMA) launched April 2020

Objective, transparent and updated
evidence on vaccination and
vaccines, their benefits

and safety, and the
pharmacovigilance process

Countering vaccine misinformation &
developing tools and guidance to
support countries in responding

to vaccine hesitancy

Available in all 26 EU/EEA languages



European Antibiotic Awareness Day (EAAD)

A European health initiative coordinated by
ECDC.

Launched in 2008 with support from the
European Commission, European Parliament,
EU Member States and non-governmental
health stakeholders across the EU.

European Antibiotic Awareness Day is marked
across Europe on 18 November.

The campaign builds on successful national
campaigns to raise awareness about the
threat to human health of antibiotic resistance
and communicate about prudent use of
antibiotics.
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EUROPEAN ANTIBIOTIC

i B A EUROPEAN HEALTH INITIATIVE
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# Planacampaign For healthcare workers Get informed  Get involved Campaigns in Europe News About Q

News release

Mews release

#KeepAntibioticsWorking: join us on social
media!

f As a healthcare professional, what can you do to keep antibiotics working? YWhat can a

/ patient associafion do to coniribute? What can policymakers do at European level? \What can
a parent do? Everyone can join the campaign on European Antibiotics Awareness
Day- pesting hisfher cwn message. picture or video using the #KeepAntibioticsWorking
hashiag. Tell the world what you do, in your professional or personal fife. at individual or
collective level, to use antibiofics responsibly and #KeepAntibioticsWorking

Read about the #keepAntibioticzs\Working campaign




Communication about prudent use of antibiotics and
antibiotic resistance - EAAD

» Events and social media campaigns
Infographics, patient stories, videos
« Website in all EU languages
Communication toolkits

I Press briefings

Toolkit for professionals in hospitals . FAL .
ahd thar Bisablicare settings 1 Easy-to-understand summaries of
recent data

EUROPEAN
ANTIBIOTIC
AWARENESS DAY coms ron
prossp—" | s
Summary of the latest data on antibiotic
resistance in the European Union
EARS-Net surveillance data
November 2017
° & an et :
e S - e .
203 06,
: c 3 = colr. In 2016, — i
. cort © ;
Lo , I s
: "o 2015, - = g
. E— = — :
Tt nabeg

7 =
oy




Communicating to the general public:
translating the expert outputs to lay language

By maintaining a presence on a range of channels (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube especially), ECDC reaches audiences
of a couple million EU citizens, making it possible for them to get their hands on the epidemiological pulse of
Europe, getting the messages in an understandable form (for those who do not have any background in
epidemiology).

As the content needs to be interactive, interesting and eye-catching, we try to produce as much audiovisual content
as possible. Best working examples so far are shown below:

After blowing your nose, Animations
coughing | explaining needed
sneezing behaViOI.ll' OI'

behaviour change.

Spend the holidays
with as few people
as possible

Video tutorials
and explainers.

-0




Translating the expert outputs to lay language
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Infection prevention and control in healthcare settings ™
The use of face masks in public may reduce the atasét collected 22 November 2020 6-10 AM
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WAL : s re'eglse;od respl[a IR A Healthcare facilities should apply several types of measures 22 Nov. 2020 . Burope 11 921 “";’ geaths.
jontitectegipRopic: to minimise the risk of transmission of COVID-19. e 921 49 201 401
EIEEARN EU/EEA/UK

Latest risk assessment for the EU/EEA/UK:
bit.ly/RRACOVID13

Situation up

istribution:
bit.ly/GEOCOVID1g
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otnerfongterm care  avalable and transmission of transmission, staff, changed after each Care about others.
facilities need to be appropistelyusedto  COVID-1g, frontline visitors and patients  patient contact.
shielded because of  safeguard the heaithcare workers should apply physical
the large number of healthcare workers should wear a distancing and hand :
COVID-19 cases and providing care, medical mask when hygiene, and weara 5:57 PM - Nov 22, 2020 - TweetDeck
deaths in this setting. caring forpatientsor  face mask when
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The use of [YHE face m'asks by . - Maps, data
e Infographics and data viz
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The use of [EXTIRERR in the community may be considered when
visiting busy, closed spaces such as grocery stores, shopping
centres, or when using public transport etc.

g i
Novel coronavirus Prevention
Face masks should only be considered as a FETTITAITIEN] measure Coronavirus és are viruses that circulate

and not a replacement for established preventive practices, such as

physical distancing, cough and sneeze etiquette, hand hygiene and among animals but some of them are !
avoiding face touching. also known to affect humans. Avaid contact
; with sick peaple
The 2019 novel coronavirus peon
was identified in China at
the end of 2019 and is a new Wash your hands. | ,
strain that has nat with soap and water | i

previously been
seen in humans.

Ifyou develop cough,
use a medical face mask

3 3 Symptoms
. Transmission

MUSCLE PAIN 2 o 1 4 das

estimated incubation period




Two-way communication

Recent comments and reactions to &
ECDC outputs & some of the ,thank

you” messages from the public.

ACI EUROPE tagged you in a photo

ACI EUROPE @ACI_EUROPE - 1h
The newly published @ECDC_EU guidance on the benefits of full
vaccination against #C0VID19 for transmission brings new hope for

restarting travel! #savethesummer
Access the guidance text  bit.ly/3dH2Cjj

The ECDC's latest guidance

Xplicitly raises the possibility s
of waiving testing and
quarantine requirements for

fully vaccinated travellers.
This is the lifeline we’ve been
waiting for.

Olivier Jankovec

You and 6 others
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Simone Villa @simoned2v - 2h

o better
V2 variants of

Finally, a useful tocl has been developed by @ECDC
understand the #Epidemiology and circulation of
concern in #Europe.

#ltaly still lacks in sharing this data, although #sequencing volume is
provided. | hope @MinisteroSalute will fix this soon.

#. ECDC® @ECDC EU - 4h
#JustPublished!

New #ECDC dashboard showing an overview on #5ARSCoV2 variants of
concern and interest - #VoC & #Vol in the EU/EEA.

It complements the data published in our weekly country overview
repart,

Take a look here:
ecdc.europa.eufenfcovid-19/si...

this thread

Variants of interest and concern in the EU/EEA

At the dat iant 8.1,1

mperedim @mperedim - Zh
@ECDC_EU hi there. is it possible to get the vaccination data at

gap.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensi... in a time series format rather than
just have a snapshot in time?

Q1 o Q &

@_ ECDC & @ECDC_FU - 34m L
€C0C Hey! This could possibly be a stupid question, but did you try looking at
the open data files?

Data on COVID-19 vaccination in the EUJEEA

The downloadable data files contain information on
COVID-18 vaccination in the EUfEEA. The data ar...
& ecdc.europa.eu

Q
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mperedim
@mperedim
Replying to @ECDC_EU

| wasn't aware of them. thanks, this is super-helpful

1:52 PM - Apr 27, 2021 - Twitter Web App

1Like
Q n L &
;@ X ECDC & @ECDC_EU - 2h
'El ‘OC That was the main reason of us making this video :)

We saw the report was used out of context or partially, where it fitted the

narrative against the use of face masks.

The video is a reiteration and and underline of what we say in the

recommendations part of the report :)

O 8 0 29 Q & & il
@&, Yvonne Becherini @ % . 4

am @YvonneBecherini
Replying to @ECDC_EU @Permoman and @galinash
| wish you could be more present in newspapers & TV.

4:13 PM - Mar 9, 2021 from Vaxjo, Sverige - Twitter for Android



COVID-19 web content

14-day COVID-19 case notification rate per 100 ooo,
weeks 18-19
On the ECDC website, we publish: ®
- Situation updates
- Daily and weekly updated Download the data:
maps, graphs and table
- Dashboards on e.g. variants
and vaccine rollout '

- Downloadable datasets o
- Risk assessments

- Latest evidence on e.g. the virus,
transmission, treatment, immunity and
diagnostic testing

TECHNICAL REPORT
Public health impact of SARS-CoV-2 variants

- Guidance on prevention and control e

- Guidance on surveillance and testing

- Questions and answers

- Infographics and videos







