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3. The following specific criteria shall apply to projects of common interest falling within specific 

energy infrastructure categories: 

 (a) for electricity transmission, distribution and storage projects falling under the energy 

infrastructure categories set out in points (1)(a), (b), (c) and (e) of Annex II, the project is 

to contribute significantly to sustainability through the integration of renewable energy into 

the grid and the transmission or distribution of renewable generation to major 

consumption centres and storage sites, and at least one of the following specific criteria: 

  (i) market integration, including through lifting the energy isolation of at least one 

Member State and reducing energy infrastructure bottlenecks; competition, 

interoperability and system flexibility; 

 (ii) security of supply, including through interoperability, system flexibility, 

cybersecurity, appropriate connections and secure and reliable system operation. 

(b) for smart electricity grid projects falling under the energy infrastructure category set 

out in point (1)(d) of Annex II, the project is to contribute significantly to sustainability 

through the integration of renewable energy into the grid, and at least two of the following 

specific criteria: 

  (i) security of supply, including through efficiency and interoperability of 

electricity transmission and distribution in day-to-day network operation, avoidance 

of congestion, and integration and involvement of network users; 

 (ii) market integration, including through efficient system operation, use of 

interconnectors and lifting the energy isolation of at least one Member State 

which is not yet connected to the Trans-European electricity network; 

(iii) network security, flexibility and quality of supply, including through higher 

uptake of innovation in balancing, cybersecurity, monitoring, system control and 

error correction. 

(iv) facilitating smart energy sector integration. 

 

(c) for carbon dioxide transport projects falling under the energy infrastructure categories set 

out in point (5) of Annex II, the project is  to contribute significantly to all of the following 

specific criteria: 

 (i) avoid carbon dioxide emissions while maintaining security of energy supply; 
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integration of renewable and low-carbon gases, such as  biomethane, or renewable 

hydrogen, into the gas distribution, [ ] transmission and storage system [ ] in order to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, the project is to contribute significantly to at 

least one of the following specific criteria: 

(i) network security and quality of supply by improving the efficiency and 

interoperability of gas transmission and distribution in day-to-day network operation 

by, among others, addressing challenges resulting from the injection of gases of 

different qualities through the deployment of innovative technologies and 

cybersecurity; 

(ii) market functioning and customer services; 

(iii) facilitating smart energy sector integration through the creation of links to other 

energy carriers and sectors and enabling demand response. 

4. For projects falling under the energy infrastructure categories set out in points (1) to [ ] (5) of 

Annex II, the contribution to the criteria listed in paragraph 3 of this Article shall be assessed in 

accordance with the indicators set out in points (3) to (7) of Annex IV. 

5. In order to facilitate the assessment of all projects that could be eligible as projects of common 

interest and that could be included in a regional list, each Group shall assess each project’s 

contribution to the implementation of the same priority corridor or area in a transparent and 

objective manner. Each Group shall determine its assessment method on the basis of the aggregated 

contribution to the criteria referred to in paragraph 3.  That assessment shall lead to a ranking of 

projects for internal use of the Group. Neither the regional list nor the Union list shall contain any 

ranking, nor shall the ranking be used for any subsequent purpose except as described in point (14) 

of Section 2 of Annex III. 

In assessing projects, each Group shall give due consideration to: 

 (a) the urgency of each proposed project in order to meet the Union energy policy targets 

of decarbonisation, market integration, competition, sustainability and security of supply; 

 (b) complementarity with regard to other proposed projects;  

(c) for proposed projects that are, at the time, projects of common interest, the progress of 

the project implementation and its compliance with the reporting and transparency 

obligations. 
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The limit related to the number of users and the consumption cut-off point do not 

apply for small isolated systems (as defined in Directive (EU) 2019/944) 
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(b) market integration, competition and system flexibility measured in line with the analysis 

made in the latest available Union-wide ten-year network development plan in electricity, 

in particular by: 

(i) calculating, for cross-border projects, the impact on the grid transfer capability in 

both power flow directions, measured in terms of amount of power (in megawatt), 

and their contribution to reaching the minimum 15% interconnection target, for 

projects with significant cross-border impact, the impact on grid transfer capability at 

borders between relevant Member States, between relevant Member States and third 

countries or within relevant Member States and on demand-supply balancing and 

network operations in relevant Member States; 

(ii) assessing the impact, for the area of analysis as defined in Annex V, in terms of 

energy system-wide generation and transmission costs and evolution and 

convergence of market prices provided by a project under different planning 

scenarios, notably taking into account the variations induced on the merit order; 

 [ ] 

 (c) security of supply, interoperability and secure system operation measured in line with 

the analysis made in the latest available Union-wide ten-year network development plan in 

electricity, notably by assessing the impact of the project on the loss of load expectation for 

the area of analysis as defined in Annex V in terms of generation and transmission 

adequacy for a set of characteristic load periods, taking into account expected changes in 

climate-related extreme weather events and their impact on infrastructure resilience. Where 

applicable, the impact of the project on independent and reliable control of system 

operation and services shall be measured. 
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(4) Concerning projects falling under the category set out in point (1)(d) of Annex II, the criteria 

listed in Article 4 shall be evaluated as follows: 

(a) Level of sustainability : This criterion shall be measured by assessing the  

extent of the grids’ ability to connect and transport 

variable renewable energy. 

(b) Security of supply : This criterion shall be measured by  the level of losses  

in distribution and /or transmission networks,  the 

percentage utilisation (i.e. average loading) of 

electricity network components, the availability of 

network components (related to planned and unplanned 

maintenance) and its impact on network performances,  

the duration and frequency of interruptions, including 

climate related disruptions. 

(c) Market integration : This criterion shall be measured by assessing the 

innovative uptake in system operation, the energy 

isolation and interconnection, as well as the level of 

integrating other sectors and facilitating new business 

models and market structures. 

(d) Network security, 

flexibility and quality of 

supply 

: This criterion shall be measured by assessing the 

innovative approach to system flexibility, 

cybersecurity, efficient operability between TSO and 

DSO level, the capacity to include demand response, 

storage, energy efficiency measures, the cost-efficient 

use of digital tools and ICT for monitoring and control  

purposes, the stability of the electricity system and the 

voltage quality performance. 

 

 








