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Some initial remarks: 

– Line 60: Presidency will propose to accept the Parliament’s amendment, as in the Council a 

similar position was taken before. This was overlooked in the last phase of the Council work 

running up to the adoption of the general approach. 

The Presidency has agreed with the Parliament on dates for 4 ITM’s. Subject to the progress during 

the ITM’s a date will be considered for the next trilogue. 

An overview for the first ITM’s: 

– 1st ITM: 28 January (9h30-12h) 

– 2nd ITM: 5 February (9h30-12h) 

– 3rd ITM: 26 February (9h30-12h) 

– 4th ITM: 5 March (9h30-12h) 

The Presidency will debrief delegations after each ITM, and present compromise proposals to the 

working group for the consideration by the delegations. The first ITM will allow for the Presidency 

and the Parliament to explain in more detail the amendments that were made to the Commission 

proposal. That should allow to start looking for solutions on each of the outstanding issues. 

N.B. due to technical issues, delegations will notice the empty line 157. This line will stay with us 

until the end of the negotiations and cleaned up afterwards. 
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Commission Proposal Table 1 
 

1. Maximum authorised dimensions for the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (a) 

1.1 Maximum length 

 

— motor vehicle other than a bus 12,00 m 

— trailer 12,00 m 

— articulated vehicle 16,50 m 

— road train 18,75 m 

— articulated bus 18,75 m 

— bus with two axles 13,50 m 

— bus with more than two axles 15,00 m 

— bus + trailer 18,75 m 

1.2 Maximum width: 

 (a) all vehicles except vehicles referred to in point (b) 2,55 m 

(b) superstructures of conditioned vehicles or conditioned containers or swap bodies transported by vehicles 2,60 m 

1.3 Maximum height 

 
— any vehicle 4,00 m 

— vehicles or vehicle combinations carrying in intermodal transport one or more containers with a standard external height of 9’ 6’’ 

(high-cube containers) 
4,30 m 

1.4 Removable superstructures and standardised freight items such as containers are included in the dimensions specified in points 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, 

1.7, 1.8 and 4.4. 

1.4a If any removable attachments such as ski-boxes are fitted to a bus, its length, including the attachments, must not exceed the maximum length 

laid down in point 1.1. 

1.5 Any motor vehicle or vehicle combination which is in motion must be able to turn within a swept circle having an outer radius of 12,50 m and an 

inner radius of 5,30 m 

1.5a Additional requirements for buses 
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With the vehicle stationary, a vertical plane tangential to the side of the vehicle and facing outwards from the circle shall be established by marking a 

line on the ground. In the case of an articulated vehicle, the two rigid portions shall be aligned with the plane. 

When the vehicle moves from a straight line approach into the circular area described in point 1.5, no part of it shall move outside of that vertical 

plane by more than 0,60 m 

1.6 Maximum distance between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and the rear of a semi-trailer. 12,00 m 

1.7 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading area 

behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination, minus the distance between the rear of the drawing 

vehicle and the front of the trailer. 

15,65 m 

1.8 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading area 

behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination. 
16,40 m 

2. Maximum authorised vehicle weight 

2.1 Vehicles forming part of a vehicle combination 

 2.1.1 Two-axle trailer 18 tonnes 

2.1.2 Three-axle trailer 24 tonnes 

2.2 Vehicle combinations 

 

2.2.1 

Road trains with five or six axles 

(a) two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle trailer 40 tonnes 

(b) three-axle motor vehicle with two or three-axle trailer 40 tonnes 

2.2.2 

Articulated vehicles with five or six axles 

(a)  two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer 40 tonnes 

(b) three-axle motor vehicle with two or three-axle semi-trailer 40 tonnes 

(c)  two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer involved in intermodal transport operations 42 tonnes 

(d) three-axle motor vehicle with two- or three-axle semi-trailer involved in intermodal transport operations 44 tonnes 

2.2.3 Road trains with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-axle trailer 36 tonnes 

2.2.4 

Articulated vehicles with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-axle semi-trailer, if the distance between the axles of 

the semi-trailer: 

2.2.4.1 is 1,3 m or greater but not more than 1,8 m 36 tonnes 
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2.2.4.2 

is greater than 1,8 m 36 tonnes 

In case the maximum authorised weight (MAW) of the motor vehicle (18 tonnes) and the MAW of the tandem axle of the semi-

trailer (20 tonnes) are respected and the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as 

being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II the maximum authorised weight provided for in point 2.2.4.2 shall be 

increased by 2 tonnes. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weights 

provided for in Sub-section 2.2 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in Sub-section 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 

shall be increased by 4 tonnes. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in in Sub-section 2.2.3 and 2.2.4 

shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

2.3 Motor vehicles 

 

2.3.1 Two-axle motor vehicles other than buses: 18 tonnes 

2.3.2 two-axle buses: 
19,5 

tonnes 

2.3.3 Three-axle motor vehicles: 25 tonnes 

2.3.4 

Three-axle motor vehicles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as being 

equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the maximum weight 

of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes. 

26 tonnes 

2.3.5 

Four-axle motor vehicles with two steering axles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or 

suspension recognized as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with 

twin tyres and the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes 

32 tonnes 

2.3.6 

Five-axle motor vehicles with two steering axles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension 

recognized as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and 

the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes. 

40 tonnes 

In the case of alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for in points 2.3.1, 2.3.3 

and 2.3.4 of Sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for in Sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

2.4 Three-axle articulated buses 28 tonnes 
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In the case of alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnes provided for in Sub-

section 2.4 is increased by the additional weight required for the alternative fuel technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of zero-emission vehicles the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnes provided for in Sub-section 2.4 is increased by 2 tonnes 

3 Maximum authorised axle weight of the vehicles referred to in Article 1 (1), point (b) 

3.1 Single axles 
 Single non-driving axle 10 tonnes 

3.2 Tandem axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 

3.2.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 11 tonnes 

3.2.2 between 1,0 m and less than 1,3 m (1,0 ≤ d < 1,3) 16 tonnes 

3.2.3 between 1,3 m and less than 1,8 m (1,3 ≤ d < 1,8) 18 tonnes 

3.2.4 1,8 m or more (1,8 ≤ d) 20 tonnes 

3.3 Tri-axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tri-axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 3.3.1 1,3 m or less (d ≤ 1,3) 21 tonnes 

3.3.2 over 1,3 m and up to 1,4 m (1,3  24 tonnes 

3.4 Driving axle 

 

3.4.1 Driving axle of the vehicles referred to in points 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 other than zero-emission vehicles 
11,5 

tonnes 

3.4.2 Driving axle of zero-emission vehicles referred to in points 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 
12.5 

tonnes 

3.4.3 Zero-emission two-axle buses 
12.5 

tonnes 

3.5 Tandem axles of motor vehicles 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 3.5.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 
11,5 

tonnes 
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3.5.2 1,0 m or greater but less than 1,3 m (1,0 ≤ d < 1,3) 16 tonnes 

3.5.3 

1,3 m or greater but less than 1,8 m (1,3 ≤ d < 1,8) 18 tonnes 

Where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as being equivalent within the 

Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and where the maximum weight for each axle 

does not exceed 9,5 tonnes 

19 tonnes 

4. Related characteristics of the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (b) 

4.1 All vehicles 

 The weight borne by the driving axle or driving axles of a vehicle or vehicle combination must not be less than 25 % of the total laden weight of the 

vehicle or vehicle combination, when used in international traffic 

4.2 Road trains 
 The distance between the rear axle of a motor vehicle and the front axle of a trailer must not be less than 3,00 m 

4.3 Maximum authorised weight depending on the wheelbase 

 The maximum authorised weight in tonnes of a four-axle motor vehicle may not exceed five times the distance in metres between the axles of the 

foremost and rearmost axles of the vehicle 

4.4 Semi-trailers 
 The distance measured horizontally between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and any point at the front of the semi-trailer must not exceed 2,04 m 
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EP Mandate Table 1 
 

1. Maximum authorised dimensions for the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (a) 

1.1 Maximum length 

 

— motor vehicle other than a bus 12,00 m 

— trailer 12,00 m 

— articulated vehicle 16,50 m 

— road train 18,75 m 

— articulated bus with three axles 18,75 m 

— articulated bus with four axles 21,00 m  

— bus with two axles 13,50 m 

— bus with more than two axles 15,00 m 

— bus + trailer 18,75 m 

1.2 Maximum width: 

 (a) all vehicles except vehicles referred to in point (b) 2,55 m 

(b) superstructures of conditioned vehicles or conditioned containers or swap bodies transported by vehicles 2,60 m 

1.3 Maximum height 

 
— any vehicle 4,00 m 

— vehicles or vehicle combinations carrying in intermodal transport one or more containers with a standard external height of 9’ 6’’ 

(high-cube containers) 
4,30 m 

1.4 Removable superstructures and standardised freight items such as containers are included in the dimensions specified in points 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, 

1.7, 1.8 and 4.4. 

1.4a If any removable attachments such as ski-boxes are fitted to a bus, its length, including the attachments, must not exceed the maximum length 

laid down in point 1.1. 

1.5 Any motor vehicle or vehicle combination which is in motion must be able to turn within a swept circle having an outer radius of 12,50 m and an 

inner radius of 5,30 m 

1.5a Additional requirements for buses 
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With the vehicle stationary, a vertical plane tangential to the side of the vehicle and facing outwards from the circle shall be established by marking a 

line on the ground. In the case of an articulated vehicle, the two rigid portions shall be aligned with the plane. 

When the vehicle moves from a straight line approach into the circular area described in point 1.5, no part of it shall move outside of that vertical 

plane by more than 0,60 m 

1.6 Maximum distance between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and the rear of a semi-trailer. 12,00 m 

1.7 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading area 

behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination, minus the distance between the rear of the drawing 

vehicle and the front of the trailer. 

15,65 m 

1.8 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading area 

behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination. 
16,40 m 

2. Maximum authorised vehicle weight 

2.1 Vehicles forming part of a vehicle combination 

 2.1.1 Two-axle trailer 18 tonnes 

2.1.2 Three-axle trailer 24 tonnes 

2.2 Vehicle combinations 

 

2.2.1 

Road trains with five or six axles 

(a) two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle trailer 40 tonnes 

(b) three-axle motor vehicle with two or three-axle trailer 40 tonnes 

2.2.2 

Articulated vehicles with five or six axles 

(a)  two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer 40 tonnes 

(b) three-axle motor vehicle with two or three-axle semi-trailer 40 tonnes 

(c)  two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer involved in intermodal transport operations 4244 tonnes 

(d) three-axle motor vehicle with two- or three-axle semi-trailer involved in intermodal transport operations 44 tonnes 

2.2.3 Road trains with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-axle trailer 36 tonnes 

2.2.4 

Articulated vehicles with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-axle semi-trailer, if the distance between the axles of 

the semi-trailer: 

2.2.4.1 is 1,3 m or greater but not more than 1,8 m 36 tonnes 
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2.2.4.2 

is greater than 1,8 m 36 tonnes 

In case the maximum authorised weight (MAW) of the motor vehicle (18 tonnes) and the MAW of the tandem axle of the semi-

trailer (20 tonnes) are respected and the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as 

being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II the maximum authorised weight provided for in point 2.2.4.2 shall be 

increased by 2 tonnes. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including alternatively fuelled motor vehicles other than zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum authorised 

weights provided for in Sub-section 2.2 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission motor vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in Sub-section 2.2.1 and 

2.2.2 shall be increased by 4 tonnes. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission motor vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in in Sub-section 2.2.3 

and 2.2.4 shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

 In the case of vehicle combinations including trailers or semi-trailers with zero-emission technology the maximum authorised weights provided 

for in Sub-section 2.21, 2.2.2,2.2.3 and 2.2.4 shall be increased by 2 tonnes.  

 When more than one of the increases for vehicle combinations set out above apply to a single vehicle combination, those increases shall apply 

cumulatively 

2.3 Motor vehicles 

 

2.3.1 Two-axle motor vehicles other than buses: 18 tonnes 

2.3.2 two-axle buses: 19,5 tonnes 

2.3.3 Three-axle motor vehicles: 25 tonnes 

2.3.4 

Three-axle motor vehicles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as being 

equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the maximum 

weight of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes. 

26 tonnes 

2.3.5 

Four-axle motor vehicles with two steering axles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or 

suspension recognized as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with 

twin tyres and the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes 

32 tonnes 

2.3.6 

Five-axle motor vehicles with two steering axles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or 

suspension recognized as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with 

twin tyres and the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 9,5 tonnes. 

40 tonnes 
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In the case of alternatively fuelled motor vehicles other than zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for in points 

2.3.1, 2.3.3 and 2.3.4 of Sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for in Sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

2.4 Three-axle articulated buses 28 tonnes 

2.5 Four-axle articulated buses 32 tonnes 

 

In the case of alternatively fuelled motor vehicles other than zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnesweights 

provided for in Sub section 2.4 isSub-sections 2.4 and 2.5 are increased by the additional weight required for the alternative fuel technology with a 

maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of zero-emission motor vehicles the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnes weights provided for in Sub section 2.4 isSub-sections 2.4 

and 2.5 are increased by 2 tonnes 

3 Maximum authorised axle weight of the vehicles referred to in Article 1 (1), point (b) 

3.1 Single axles 
 Single non-driving axle 10 tonnes 

3.2 Tandem axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 

3.2.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 11 tonnes 

3.2.2 between 1,0 m and less than 1,3 m (1,0 ≤ d < 1,3) 16 tonnes 

3.2.3 between 1,3 m and less than 1,8 m (1,3 ≤ d < 1,8) 18 tonnes 

3.2.4 1,8 m or more (1,8 ≤ d) 20 tonnes 

3.3 Tri-axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tri-axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 3.3.1 1,3 m or less (d ≤ 1,3) 21 tonnes 

3.3.2 over 1,3 m and up to 1,4 m (1,3  24 tonnes 

3.4 Driving axle 

 
3.4.1 Driving axle of the vehicles referred to in points 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 other than zero-emission vehicles 11,5 tonnes 

3.4.2 Driving axle of zero-emission vehicles referred to in points 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 12.5 tonnes 

3.4.3 Zero-emission two-axle buses 12.5 tonnes 
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 3.4.4  Zero-emission three-axle buses 12.5 tonnes 

3.5 Tandem axles of motor vehicles 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 

3.5.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 11,5 tonnes 

3.5.2 1,0 m or greater but less than 1,3 m (1,0 ≤ d < 1,3) 16 tonnes 

3.5.3 

1,3 m or greater but less than 1,8 m (1,3 ≤ d < 1,8) 18 tonnes 

Where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognised as being equivalent within the 

Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and where the maximum weight for each axle 

does not exceed 9,5 tonnes. In case of zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum sum of the axle weights per tandem axle 

shall be increased by 1 tonne.  

19 tonnes 

3.6 Tri-axles of motor vehicles 
 The sum of the axle weights per tri-axles must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is:  
 3.6.1 less than 1,3 m(d<1,3) 21 tonnes 
 3.6.2 1,3 m or greater but less than1,8 m (1,3 ≤ d < 1,8) 24 tonnes 

4. Related characteristics of the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (b) 

4.1 All vehicles 

 The weight borne by the driving axle or driving axles of a vehicle or vehicle combination must not be less than 25 % of the total laden weight of the 

vehicle or vehicle combination, when used in international traffic 

4.2 Road trains 
 The distance between the rear axle of a motor vehicle and the front axle of a trailer must not be less than 3,00 m 

4.3 Maximum authorised weight depending on the wheelbase 

 The maximum authorised weight in tonnes of a four-axle or five-axle motor vehicle may not exceed five times the distance in metres between the 

axles of the foremost and rearmost axles of the vehicle 

4.4 Semi-trailers 
 The distance measured horizontally between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and any point at the front of the semi-trailer must not exceed 2,04 m 
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Council Mandate Table 1 
 

1. Maximum authorised dimensions for the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (a) 

1.1 Maximum length 

 

— motor vehicle other than a bus 12,00 m 

— trailer 12,00 m 

— articulated vehicle 16,50 m 

— road train 18,75 m 

— articulated bus 18,75 m 

— bus with two axles 13,50 m 

— bus with more than two axles 15,00 m 

— bus + trailer 18,75 m 

 In the case of articulated vehicles, where those include zero-emission motor vehicles, the maximum authorised length 

provided for in sub-section 1.1 may be exceeded by 0,90 m. 

1.2 Maximum width: 

 
(a) all vehicles except vehicles referred to in point (b) 2,55 m 

(b) superstructures of conditioned vehicles or conditioned containers or swap bodies transported by 

vehicles 
2,60 m 

1.3 Maximum height 

 
— any vehicle 4,00 m 

 vehicles or vehicle combinations carrying in intermodal transport one or more containers with a 

standard external height of 9’ 6’’ (high-cube containers) 
4,30 m 

1.4 Removable superstructures and standardised freight items such as containers are included in the dimensions specified in points 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, 

1.7, 1.8 and 4.4. 

1.4a If any removable attachments such as ski-boxes are fitted to a bus, its length, including the attachments, must not exceed the maximum length 

laid down in point 1.1. 
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1.5 Any motor vehicle or vehicle combination which is in motion must be able to turn within a swept circle having an outer radius of 12,50 m and an 

inner radius of 5,30 m 

1.5a Additional requirements for buses 

 

With the vehicle stationary, a vertical plane tangential to the side of the vehicle and facing outwards from the circle shall be 

established by marking a line on the ground. In the case of an articulated vehicle, the two rigid portions shall be aligned with 

the plane. 

When the vehicle moves from a straight line approach into the circular area described in point 1.5, no part of it shall move 

outside of that vertical plane by more than 0,60 m 

1.6 Maximum distance between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and the rear of a semi-trailer. 12,00 m 

1.7 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading 

area behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination, minus the distance between the rear of the 

drawing vehicle and the front of the trailer. 

15,65 m 

1.8 Maximum distance measured parallel to the longitudinal axis of the road train from the foremost external point of the loading 

area behind the cabin to the rearmost external point of the trailer of the combination. 
16,40 m 

2. Maximum authorised vehicle weight 

2.1 Vehicles forming part of a vehicle combination 

 2.1.1 Two-axle trailer 18 tonnes 

2.1.2 Three-axle trailer 24 tonnes 

2.2 Vehicle combinations 

 2.2.1 

Road trains with five or six axles 

(a) two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle trailer or three-axle motor vehicles 

with two-axle trailers 
40 tonnes 

(b) three-axle motor vehicle with two or three-axle trailer 40 tonnes 

2.2.2 Articulated vehicles with five or six axles 

(a) two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer or three-axle motor 

vehicles with two-axle semi-trailerstwo axle motor vehicle with three axle semi

trailer 

40 tonnes 
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(b) three-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailerthree-axle motor 

vehicle with two or three-axle semi-trailer 
40 tonnes 

(c) two-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer or three-axle motor 

vehicles with two-axle semi-trailers involved in intermodal transport 

operationstwo-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer involved in 

intermodal transport operations 

42 tonnes 

(d) three-axle motor vehicle with three-axle semi-trailer involved in 

intermodal transport operationsthree-axle motor vehicle with two- or three-

axle semi-trailer involved in intermodal transport operations 

44 tonnes 

2.2.3 
Road trains with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-

axle trailer 
36 tonnes 

2.2.4 

Articulated vehicles with four axles consisting of a two-axle motor vehicle and a two-axle semi-trailer, if the 

distance between the axles of the semi-trailer: 

2.2.4.1 

is 1,3 mequal to or greater but not more than 1,8 

mthan 1,3 m and less than or equal to 1,80 m 

(1,30 ≤ d ≤ 1,80) 

36 tonnes 

2.2.4.2 

is greater than 1,8 m1,80 m (1,80 m < d) 36 tonnes 

In case the maximum authorised weight (MAW) of the motor vehicle (18 tonnes) 

and the MAW of the tandem axle of the semi trailer (20 tonnes) are respected and 

the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension 

recognised as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II the 

maximum authorised weight provided for in point 2.2.4.2 shall be increased by 2 

tonnes. 

  

In case the maximum authorised weight (MAW) of the motor vehicle (18 tonnes) 

and the MAW of the tandem axle of the semi-trailer (20 tonnes) are respected and 

the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension 

recognised as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II the 

maximum authorised weight provided for in point 2.2.4.2 shall be increased by 2 

tonnes. 
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In the case of vehicle combinations including alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum 

authorised weights provided for in sub-section 2.2 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel 

technology with a maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission motor vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in 

points 2.2.1 (b) and 2.2.2 (b) of sub-section 2.2.1 and 2.2.22.2 shall be increased by 4 tonnes. 

In the case of vehicle combinations including zero-emission motor vehicles the maximum authorised weights provided for in 

in Sub sectionpoints 2.2.1 (a) and 2.2.2 (a), (c) and (d), 2.2.3 and 2.2.4 of sub-section 2.2 shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

2.3 Motor vehicles 

 

2.3.1 Two-axle motor vehicles other than buses: 18 tonnes 

2.3.2 two-axle buses: 19,519,50 tonnes 

2.3.3 Three-axle motor vehicles: 25 tonnes 

2.3.4 

Three-axle motor vehicles where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and 

air suspension or suspension recognised as being equivalent within the Union 

as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and 

the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 9,59,50 tonnes. 

26 tonnes 

2.3.5 

Four-axle motor vehicles with two steering axles and where the driving axle is 

fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension recognized as being 

equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or where each driving axle 

is fitted with twin tyres and the maximum weight of each axle does not exceed 

9,59,50 tonnes. 

32 tonnes 

2.3.6 

Five-axle motor vehicles with at least two steering axles where theand at least 

with one driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or suspension 

recognized as being equivalent within the Union as defined in Annex II, or 

where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and the maximum weight of 

each axle does not exceed 9,59,50 tonnes. 

4034 tonnes 

In the case of alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for 

in points 2.3.1, 2.3.3 and 2.3.4 of sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by the additional weight of the alternative fuel technology 

with a maximum of 1 tonne. 
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In the case of zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weights provided for in points 2.3.1, 2.3.3, 2.3.4, 2.3.5 and 

2.3.6 of sub-section 2.3 shall be increased by 2 tonnes. 

 In the case of zero-emission two-axle buses, the maximum authorised weights provided for in point 2.3.2 of sub-section 

2.3 shall be increased by 0,50 tonnes. 

2.4 Three-axle articulated buses 28 tonnes 

 

In the case of alternatively fuelled vehicles other than zero-emission vehicles, the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnes 

provided for in sub-section 2.4 is increased by the additional weight required for the alternative fuel technology with a 

maximum of 1 tonne. 

In the case of zero-emission vehicles the maximum authorised weight of 28 tonnes provided for in sub-section 2.4 is 

increased by 2 tonnes. 

3 Maximum authorised axle weight of the vehicles referred to in Article 1 (1)1(1), point (b) 

3.1 Single axles 
 Single non-driving axle 10 tonnes 

3.2 Tandem axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 

3.2.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 11 tonnes 

3.2.2 
between 1,0equal to or greater than 1 m and less than 1,3 m 1,30 m (1,01 ≤ d 

< 1,31,30) 
16 tonnes 

3.2.3 
between 1,3equal to or greater than 1,30 m and less than 1,8 m 1,80 m 

(1,31,30 ≤ d < 1,81,80) 
18 tonnes 

3.2.4 1,8 m or more (1,8equal to or greater than 1,80 m (1,80 ≤ d) 20 tonnes 

3.3 Tri-axlesTridem axles of trailers and semi-trailers 
 The sum of the axle weights per tri-axletridem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 
3.3.1 1,3 m or less than 1,30 m (d < 1,30(d ≤ 1,3) 21 tonnes 

3.3.2 
over 1,3equal to or greater than 1,30 m and up to 1,4 m less than 1,40 m (1,3 

1,30 ≤ d < 1,40) 
24 tonnes 

3.4 Driving axle 
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 3.4.1 
Driving axle of the vehicles referred to in pointssub-sections 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 

other than zero-emission vehicles 
11,5 tonnes 

3.4.2 Driving axle of zero emission vehicles referred to in points 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 12.5 tonnes 

3.4.3 Zero emission two axle buses 12.5 tonnes 

3.5 Tandem axles of motor vehicles 
 The sum of the axle weights per tandem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 

 

3.5.1 less than 1 m (d < 1,0) 1) 11,5 tonnes 

3.5.2 
1,0 mequal to or greater butthan 1 m and less than 1,3 m (1,01,30 m (1 ≤ d < 

1,31,30) 
16 tonnes 

3.5.3 

1,3 mequal to or greater butthan 1,30 m and less than 1,8 m 1,80 m (1,31,30 

≤ d < 1,81,80) 
18 tonnes 

Where the driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and air suspension or 

suspension recognised as being equivalent within the Union as defined in 

Annex II, or where each driving axle is fitted with twin tyres and where the 

maximum weight for each axle does not exceed 9,59,50 tonnes. 

19 tonnes 

3.6 Tridem axles of motor vehicles 
 The sum of the axle weights per tridem axle must not exceed, if the distance (d) between the axles is: 
 3.6.1 less than 1,30 m (d < 1,30) 21 tonnes  
 3.6.2 equal to or greater than 1,30 m and less than 1,40 m (1,30 ≤ d < 1,40) 24 tonnes 

4. Related characteristics of the vehicles referred to in Article 1(1), point (b) 

4.1 All vehicles 

 The weight borne by the driving axle or driving axles of a vehicle or vehicle combination must not be less than 25 % of the 

total laden weight of the vehicle or vehicle combination, when used in international traffic. 

4.2 Road trains 
 The distance between the rear axle of a motor vehicle and the front axle of a trailer must not be less than 3,00 m. 

4.3 Maximum authorised weight depending on the wheelbase 
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 The maximum authorised weight in tonnes of a four-axle motor vehicle may not exceed five times the distance in metres 

between the axles of the foremost and rearmost axles of the vehicle 

 The maximum authorised weight in tonnes of a motor vehicle with five axles may not exceed four times the distance in 

metres between the axles of the foremost and rearmost axles of the vehicle, in case the weight exceeds 32 tonnes. 

 
If the maximum authorised weight of a vehicle combination, as specified in sub-section 2.2, exceeds 42 tonnes, it must 

not exceed the weight calculated using the following formula: Weight in tonnes ≤ 2,7 x A + 13,5, where A is the 

distance in metres between the axles of the foremost and rearmost axles of the vehicle combination. 

4.4 Semi-trailers 

 The distance measured horizontally between the axis of the fifth-wheel king pin and any point at the front of the semi-trailer 

must not exceed 2,04 m. 

 

 

 




