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Thank you.





MIGRATION 
TRENDS



NORTHERN ROUTE

➢ With the ongoing conflict in Sudan since April 2023, the 

number of movements along the Northern route 

significantly decreased (-25%) between 2023 (3,700) 

and 2024 (2,800).

➢ 86% of movements in 2023 were before April (3,200), 

with only 500 movements tracked in 2023 after the 

conflict outbreak.

➢ As of March 2025, Sudan hosts 11.3 million IDPs, and 

since the conflict outbreak in April 2023, more than 3.9 

million cross-border movements have been tracked 

leaving Sudan to neighbouring countries.

➢ Migrants tracked by IOM in Libya from the horn of 

Africa (Dec 24): 3,500 Eritreans; 3,400 South Sudanese; 

1,500 Somalis, and 1,300 Ethiopians

OUTGOING MIGRATION FLOWS FROM EHOA 



EASTERN ROUTE

➢ The Eastern Route remains the most frequented and most 

dangerous across the Horn of Africa region.

➢ Overall increase (+13%) in movements tracked between 2023 

(395,000) & 2024 (446,200). Estimated to represent at least 

300,000 individual journeys, likely higher.

➢ 96% of migrants along this route are Ethiopian nationals and 4% 

Somali nationals.

➢ Movement of girls (+42%, 15,700) and women (+36%, 113,500) 

increased

➢ Forced returns from Saudi Arabia to Ethiopia more than doubled 

(+118%) between 2023 and 2024 up to 93,500 returns.

➢ 94% intended to return to the conflict-prone regions of Amhara 

(35%), Tigray (30%) and Oromia (29%).

➢ In 2024, 558 deaths were recorded on the route, most by 

drowning (462).

➢ The year saw six major shipwrecks. 2025 already saw 3 shipwrecks 

with > 200 migrants missing.

OUTGOING MIGRATION FLOWS FROM THE HORN OF AFRICA TOWARDS THE ARABIAN 

PENINSULA 





INTRAREGIONAL

➢ The Horn of Africa Route (intra-regional mobility) represented 

39% of the movements observed in the Horn of Africa in 2024 

(330,000).

➢ Mostly travelled by Somali (61%) and Ethiopian (37%) 

nationals

➢ Regional integration is a central strategy for establishing, 

expanding and enhancing intra-African regular migration 

pathways by leveraging the fact that the majority of migration 

from Africa remains within the continent and its sub- regions.

➢ Existing frameworks focused on regional integration :

➢ East African Community (EAC) Common Market Protocol.

➢ Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 

(COMESA)

➢ Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) free 

movement protocols.

















IOM OPERATIONAL PRESENCE
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CONTEXT DISPLACEMENT
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