






• Importance of Standards for EU competitiveness and the green 
and digital transitions, supporting the Single Market and 
innovation in sectors like clean tech, defence, cybersecurity, 
digital product passports and AI.

• A faster and more flexible standardisation system is essential 
to meet the demands of European regulators and businesses 
effectively.

• The revision of the Standardisation Regulation is a key action 
in the Competitiveness Compass, aiming to align standards with 
EU interests and values in a dynamic geopolitical context.

• Proposal for a New Agency: Some participants supported the 
proposal of establishing a Standardisation and Technology 
Europe agency to bridge the gap between research and 
standard development. 

• Unanimous appreciation for the Forum's role, wishing to extend 
its mandate that ends this year and to use the Forum for more 
strategic and political purposes.

• Big thanks to all stakeholders in making this Forum a success. 

Main forum meeting outcomes



The international standardisation information exchange platform



• Early Wins

• Successfully mobilised Member 

States through early-warning alerts.

• Facilitated swift EU coordination, 

protecting strategic EU interests.

Continued engagement will amplify 

impact

The international standardisation information exchange platform



• Next Steps:

• Upcoming technical expert meeting 
to clarify use & increase participation.

• Regular meetings with Member 
States to discuss flagged/alert issues 
and coordinate response.

• Platform enhancements (new UI, 
monthly newsletter) scheduled soon.

• Faciltate further nominations from 
Member States critical to maximise 
platform effectiveness.

• Actions for Member States:

• Nominate sectoral experts to expand 

coverage and influence (GROW-

H3@ec.europa.eu)

• Participate in upcoming meetings; 

submit timely reports from Technical 

Committees.

• Share critical information proactively 

to strengthen EU coordination.

The international standardisation information exchange platform



State of play of the implementation of the Judgement of 
the European Court of Justice (Case C-588/21 P)

• The Grand chamber of the European Court of Justice ruled on 5 March 2024 that the 

Commission erred in not disclosing access to four harmonised standards under the 

Access to Documents Regulation (EC) 1049/2001 and invoked the overriding public 

interest as prevailing over the copyright of a standard.

• Following the ruling, Commission has the obligation to disclose harmonised standards 

under Regulation (EC) 1049/2001.

• Access to eligible standards is provided via:

1. NSB readability platforms

2. Commission readablity portal

• Number of Access to Documents requests received by COM (March 2025):

• Around 350 requests

• Around 500 eligible standards requested









Evaluation & revision: next steps
EU Competitiveness Compass (29 January 2025)

“The Commission will take the opportunity for making standard-setting processes faster and more 

accessible, in particular for SMEs and startups. 

The current European standardisation system lacks responsiveness to faster innovation cycles in 

emerging technologies. 

Engaging systematically in global standard setting processes is very important to influence outcomes 

aligned with EU interests, helping industry to maintain competitive positions in key technology 

markets […] 

Alternative options must be sought to give businesses legal security on compliance with the EU 

rules, in situations where harmonised standards do not exist, are not available or there is an urgent 

need.”

→ Revision of the Standardisation Regulation in 2026

Next steps: 

▪ Launch of the impact assessment & Call for Evidence – planned for June 2025

▪ Public consultation – planned for Q3 2025    



Discussion questions
• How have issues related to the speed and inclusiveness affected businesses (in particular 

SMEs) in your Member State?

• Which issues in EU standardisation are the most pressing for businesses in your Member 

State?

• How can a revision of the Regulation: 

• accelerate the delivery of harmonised standards, in particular in areas where there is an 

urgent need (e.g. strategic technologies)?

• increase the agility and flexibility of EU standardisation?

• strengthen the involvement of EU SMEs, startups, civil society and academia in 

standardisation?

• improve the access to & simplify the use of harmonised standards for businesses, 

in particular SMEs?

• strengthen the EU’s role as a global standard-setter?




