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This is a paper intended for a specific community of recipients. Handling and
further distribution are under the sole responsibility of community members.

MEETING DOCUMENT
From: European Commission
To: Working Party on defence industry (DIWP)
Subject: Commission Presentation: "European Defence Innovation Scheme — Support to

Europe’s Defence Tech Founders"

Delegations will find enclosed the Commission presentation on the "European Defence Innovation
Scheme — Support to Europe's Defence Tech Founders" for the DIWP meeting on 13 January 2026.
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https://eudis.europa.eu/index_en

European Defence Fund (EDF)
€ 7.3 billion*

EU programme for defence research & development :
« R&D grants

« Supports innovation & industrial competitiveness

« Fosters cross-lborder collaboration in the EU

EU Defence Innovation Scheme (EUDIS)

Proposed in 2022. Tailored for new defence players and SMEs:
» Accelerate defence innovation

« Broaden the defence innovation base

« De-risk high potential ideas




Supporting defence innovation across the EU

€ 1.5 billion



Non-thematic/open
calls for SMEs

Disruptive Tecihnological Spin-in calls from
Tech calls chaiienge civil to defence

> Supports SMEs » Supports cutting-edge, > Provides common testing > Helps spinning-in civil R&D
developing innovative high-risk/high-impact environment to several R&D to defence
defence solutions research projects teams



Call for local organizers: 11 Dec 2025 -

Always available in first year of 25 Jan 2026 Next call: 16 Dec 2025 - 25 Jan 2026

participation to project Next Defence Hackathon
DEFENDING AIRSPACE: 26 -28 March 2026
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: o : o ..more to be announced in 2026..
Continuous call for application Continuous call for application




What to expect in 2026..

EIC Accelerator:

European Defence Fund's SME (R) & Disruptive Tech calls:

Defence Industry Transformation Roadmap:
(€1 billion defence fund-of-funds)
(new funding instrument AGILE)
(revision of Defence Procurement Directive)

(Defence Talent Platform)



Key dates to know for EDF and EUDIS

EDF calls for defence R&D proposals

EUDIS Defence Hackathons

EUDIS Defence Business Accelerator

EUDIS Matchmaking




Contact EUDIS Team



https://eudis.europa.eu/contact-us-eudis_en
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