






DG R&I Strategic Orientation 2025-2029
Research and innovation are powerful catalysts to address Europe's most 
pressing challenges while creating opportunities for a sustainable and 
prosperous future. 

In line with President von der Leyen’s Political Guidelines 2024-2029, DG R&I 
aims  at :
• Put research and innovation at the heart of our economy, 
• Tackling the skills, 
• supporting the transition to “a more circular and resilient economy”.

DG RTD activities will substantially contribute to all political priorities.
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2026 Strategic Roadmap 

About 20 Strategic Actions

  
European Research Area Act

Advanced Materials Act

Key Legislative Initiatives

European Innovation Act

~ 16 DG R&I lead ~ 3 DG R&I co-lead



Address obstacles that are preventing bringing innovative ideas to markets
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• Academia- industry collaboration
• Access to national, European and private instruments
• Markets and technology
• Research infrastructures
• Access to talent
• Intellectual property rights

European Innovation Act (Q1 2026)

Focus areas



European Research Area Act (Q3 2026)
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• Establish the EU’s ‘fifth freedom’: the free circulation of knowledge
• Strengthen research and development investment

ERA Policy Agenda (2026-2027)



Advanced Materials Act (Q4 2026)

• Reduce fragmentation, accelerate market uptake, and set clear standards for
investment, circularity and supply-chain resilience, ensuring Europe not only
invents breakthrough materials but also commercialises and scales them within the
Union.

• Address simplification barriers to business creation and investment.
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Establish a comprehensive framework aligning research, innovation, scale-
up and manufacturing within a unified European value chain










