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Line 55 (Recital 45): Inland waterways in Europe are characterised by a heterogeneous hydro-
morphology which hampers a coherent performance for all waterway stretches. Inland waterways, 
especially free flowing stretches, may be heavily impacted by climate and weather conditions. In 
order to ensure reliable international traffic, while respecting the hydro-morphology and applicable 
environmental legislation, TEN-T requirements should take into account the specific hydro-
morphology of each waterway (for example free-flowing or regulated rivers) as well as the 
objectives of environmental and biodiversity policies. For this purpose, reference water levels 
should be established for each European Transport Corridor, waterway or section of waterway, 
while taking into account the impact of climate change as recognised by recital 14. In the process 
of specifying reference water levels the Commission should closely cooperate with Member 
States concerned and the river navigation commissions concerned set up by international 
agreements in order to ensure a coherent approach regarding the requirements for inland 
waterway infrastructure with a view to promote that mode of transport.         
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