


COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON ARMS EXPORT CONTROL 

1. The Council underlines the essential contribution that a responsible arms trade policy 

makes to the maintenance of international peace and security and respect for human rights 

and international humanitarian law. The Council renews its commitment to promote 

cooperation and convergence in Member States' policies to prevent the export of military 

technology and equipment which if there is a clear risk that they might be used for 

internal repression or international aggression or contribute to regional instability. 

2. The Council recalls its commitment to strengthening the control on the export of military 

technology and equipment through the adoption of the Council Decision (CFSP) 2024/… 

of XX/XX 2024, which amends the Common Position 2008/944/CFSP, and its 

commitment to reinforce cooperation and promote convergence in the field of export of 

military technology and equipment, within the framework of the Common Foreign and 

Security Policy (CFSP) through the setting, upholding and implementation of high 

common standards for the management control of transfers of military technology and 

equipment by all Member States. This will continue to be done, inter-alia, by the 

exchange among Member States of relevant information, including information on denial 

notifications and arms export policies, or by the identification of possible measures to 

further increase convergence. Military technology and equipment should be traded in a 

responsible and accountable way and every effort should be made to prevent its diversion 

to terrorists, criminals and other unauthorised users should be prevented. 

3. The Council welcomes Member States’ renewed commitment to the legally binding 

Common Position as amended by Council Decision (CFSP) 2024/…. and stresses the 

importance of thoroughly assessing export licence applications for military technology 

and equipment against the criteria stipulated therein. 

4. The Council reaffirms the [common goal that underpinned the adoption in 2008 of 

Common Position 2008/944/CFSP. The Council recalls earlier assessments that further 

progress is achievable in the implementation of Common Position in order to maximise 

convergence among Member States in the field of exports of control of conventional 

arms. The Council welcomes that the User's Guide to Common Position 2008/944/CFSP 

has been amended to further operationalise the risk assessment criteria laid down by the 

Common Position. The Council underlines that the consistent interpretation and 

operational application of those criteria support the convergence of national arms export 

policies. 

5. The Council reaffirms its commitment to preventingon and countering diversion of 

military technology and equipment, especially small arms and light weapons (SALW) 

which contribute to armed violence worldwide. The Council reaffirms the need to prevent 

circumvention of instruments established to limit trade in arms, including UN arms 

embargoes, OSCE sanctions, and EU restrictive measures. 

6. The Council emphasises the commitment of Member States to the multilateral export 

control regimes, as they uphold their actions supporting a continued multilateral approach 

to export control, and to strengthening the functioning of these regimes, which are 

fundamental, inter alia, to the avoidance of undesired avoid the destabilising 

accumulation of conventional arms and to the promotion of international peace. 

7. The Council recalls that the response of the EU and its Member States to Russia’s war of 

aggression against Ukraine, including through European Peace Facility (EPF) assistance 

measures in support of Ukraine’s inherent right to defend itself in line with international 










