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Treatment Directive



Cluster of articles and related provisions

Cluster 1
• Subject matter – Art 1. Recital 2.

• Collecting systems - Art 3, Art 2(1-4, 7, 10), Art 23(5). Annex I.A. 
Recitals 4 and 5.

• Individual systems - Art 4, Art 2(1-4, 7, 10). Recital 6.

• Integrated urban wastewater management plans - Art 5 
+ Art 2(3, 5-6, 8-9). Annex V. Recitals 7 and 8.

• Secondary treatment - Art 6, Art 2(11), Art 23(5). Annex I.B, I.D 
(Table 1). Recitals 8 and 12.



Cluster of articles and related provisions

Cluster 3
• Energy neutrality of UWWTP - Art 11. Recital 16.

• Local climate conditions - Art 13. Recital 18.

• Discharges of non-domestic wastewater - Art 14. Art 16. 
Art 2(3). Annex I.C. Annex IV. Recital 19 and 21.

• Urban wastewater surveillance - Art 17. Art 2(21). Recital 22 
and 23.

• Sludge - Art 20. Art 2(14). Recital 28.

• Monitoring - Art 21. Recital 29.



Cluster of articles and related provisions

Cluster 5
• Access to Justice – Art. 25. Recital 34.

• Compensation – Art. 26.

• Exercise of delegation – Art. 27. Recital 35

• Committee – Art. 28. Recital 36

• Penalties – Art. 29. Recital 37.

• Evaluation – Art. 30. Recital 3 and 38.

• Review – Art. 31.

• Transposition – Art 33. Recitals 41, 42 and 43.

• Entry into force – Art 34.

• Addressees – Art 35.
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1. Member States shall monitor the presence of the 
following public health parameters in urban wastewater:  

(a) SARS-CoV-2 virus and its variants; 

(b) poliovirus; 

(c) influenza virus; 

(d) emerging pathogens; 

(e) contaminants of emerging concern; 

(f) any other public health parameters that are considered 
relevant by the competent authorities of the Member States 
for monitoring.  

21. For the purpose of paragraph 1, Member States shall 

set up a national system for permanent cooperation and 
coordination between competent authorities responsible 
for public health and competent authorities responsible for 
urban wastewater treatment with regard to: 

(a) the identification of other relevant public health 

parameters than the ones referred to in paragraph 1 that 
are to be monitored at least in the inlet of urban 
wastewater treatment plants, such as those in the 
following list: 

(i) SARS-CoV-2 virus and its variants of interest; 

(ii) poliovirus; 

(iii) influenza virus; 

(iv) emerging pathogens; 

(v) contaminants of emerging concern; 

(vi) (v) any other public health parameters that 
are considered relevant by the competent 
authorities of the Member States for monitoring; 

 (b) the determination of the location and the frequency of 
urban wastewater sampling and analysis for each public 
health parameter identified in accordance with paragraph 
1(a), taking into account thus regarding the available 

health data and the needs in terms of public health data 
and, where relevant, the local epidemiological situations; 

(c) the organisation of an appropriate and timely 
communication of the monitoring results to the competent 
authorities responsible for public health and to Union 

  













 

3. For all agglomerations of above 10 000 p.e. and 
above, Member States shall ensure that competent 
authorities, appropriate bodies or the operator of the 
wastewater treatment plant monitor, at the inlets and 

outlets of urban wastewater treatment plants, the 
concentration and loads in the urban wastewater of the 
following elements:  

(a) pollutants that are expected to be found in urban 
wastewaters listed in:  

(i) Annexes VIII and X to Directive 2000/60/EC, the 
Annex to Directive 2008/105/EC, Annex I to Directive 
2006/118/EC and Part B of Annex II to Directive 
2006/118/EC; 

(ii) the Annex to Decision 2455/2001/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council19;  

(iii) Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council20; 

(iv) Annexes I and II to Directive 86/278/EEC. 

(b) parameters listed in Part B of Annex III to Directive 
(EU) 2020/2184, where urban wastewater is discharged in 
a catchment area referred to in Article 8 of that Directive; 

(c) the presence of microplastics. 

[NEW] Pollutants listed under points (a) and (b) may 
be excluded from the monitoring under this paragraph 
as long as it can be demonstrated, inter alia on the 
basis of monitoring results, that they are absent in 
urban wastewaters. 

For all agglomerations of above 10 000 p.e., Member 
States shall ensure that competent authorities, 
appropriate bodies or the operator of the wastewater 
treatment plant monitor the presence of micro plastics in 
the sludge when relevant and, notably, when it is reused 
in agriculture. 

4. The monitoring referred to in the first and second sub 
this paragraphs 3 shall be carried out with the following 

frequencies: 

(a) at least two samples per year, with maximum 6 7 

months between the samples, for agglomerations of 100 
000 150.000 p.e. and more above; 

  









 

5. Member States may include in their first national 
implementation programmes an extension of 
maximum six years of the following deadlines: 

(a) the deadlines referred to in Article 3(2) and/or in 
Article 6(2) on the conditions that: 

(i) less than 50 % of these agglomerations are 
provided with collecting systems and are not 
subject to secondary treatment on [OP please 
insert the date=day of entry into force of the 
Directive]; and  

(ii) the national implementation programme 
includes: 

- the number of agglomerations between 1 
000 and 2 000 p.e. that lacks a collecting 
system and secondary treatment on [OP 
please insert the date=day of entry into force 
of the Directive]; and 

- a plan detailing the necessary investments 
to reach full compliance for these 
agglomerations within the extended 
deadlines; 

(b) the deadline for agglomerations referred to in 
Article 7(3) on the conditions that: 

(i) at least 50 % of these agglomerations are not 
applying tertiary treatment on [OP please insert 
the date=day of entry into force of the Directive]; 
and 

(ii) the national implementation programme 
includes: 

- the number of agglomerations referred to in 
Article 7(3) lacking tertiary treatment on [OP 
please insert the date=day of entry into force 
of the Directive]; and 

- a plan detailing the necessary investments 
to reach full compliance for these 
agglomerations within the extended 
deadlines; 

The extensions of these deadlines shall be effective 
only if the above-mentioned conditions are fulfilled. 
The Commission shall notify the Member States if 

  
























































