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� EFSA Journal 2010;8(12):1882

� 

it should likewise be taken 
into consideration that the chemical characterization of the hydrolysed hides and skins-
based fertilizers from the tanning industry revealed no detectable concentrations of Cr(VI) 
(method EN ISO 17075). The hydrolysed hides and skins-based fertilizers from the tanning 
industry do however contain Cr(III), which is the non-toxic form of Cr and is very 
immobile in soils as it is precipitates as Cr hydroxide and is strongly adsorbed to soil 
organic colloids. Moreover, soil organic matter, Fe(II) and other reductants are able to 
decrease the possibility of the oxidation of Cr(III) to Cr(VI). These are the reasons why 
avoid the presence of Cr(VI) in fertilizers, both organic and inorganic, represents the 
best way to market fertilizers not contaminated

� 
Limiting the presence of total chromium in 

fertilising products there is no evidence that Cr(III) would have 
negative effects at current exposure levels, we would consider it unjustified to establish 
limit values for total Cr (thus including Cr(III)) since there is no evidence that 
transformation from Cr(III) to Cr(VI) can happen under natural environmental 
conditions in any significant scale, that hypothesis cannot serve as justification for limit 
values on total Cr
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