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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Council 

Subject: D9+ Ministerial Declaration 

- Information from the delegation of Ireland 
  

Delegations will find attached a note from the delegation of Ireland with a view to the AOB item at 

the meeting of the Competitiveness Council on 24 May 2024. 
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ANNEX 

Request by Ireland to add the D9+ Ministerial Declaration to the agenda of Competitiveness 

Council on 24 May 2024 

Ireland currently holds the chair of the “D9+” grouping, an informal alliance of digital frontrunner 

EU Member States. The D9+ was established in 2016 bringing together the top-ranked European 

countries in the European Commission annual Digital Economy and Society Index (DESI), plus a 

small number of other countries who share similar ambitions for the Digital Single Market. 

D9+ Ministers generally meet twice a year to build on their collective strengths in advanced digital 

policy and to confront the challenges associated with and to influence EU digital policy. 

At the D9+ Ministerial meeting in Dublin on 19 April 2024, 11 D9+ Member States1, plus Slovenia, 

agreed the attached Ministerial Declaration, covering five themes: 

1. Effective and coherent digital regulation as a foundation for innovation and growth in the EU 

2. The importance of stability and predictability in fostering investment and growth 

3. D9+ as global advocates for fundamental rights and EU values 

4. Enabling the twin digital and green transitions 

5. Creating the conditions for EU Unicorns 

The Declaration makes a number of calls on the European Commission, including: 

6. Emphasising the need to ensure harmonisation and coherence across interlinked digital 

regulatory files, 

7. Calling for a mid-term review of the acquis of digital regulation focusing on effectiveness, 

efficiency and coherence, and assessing the economic impact of cumulative digital regulation 

on innovation and competitiveness, in order to inform future policy-making, and 

                                                 
1 Ireland, Czechia, Belgium, Estonia, Netherlands, Portugal, Denmark, Poland, Luxembourg, 

Spain, Sweden and Slovenia (observer). 
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8. Calling for a full mapping of the EU’s ‘digital rulebook’, and processes related to the 

adoption of related guidelines, standards, delegated and implementing acts, in a timely and 

transparent manner to facilitate companies’ preparations for compliance. 

9. Given that the Declaration has been endorsed by 12 EU Member States, and concerns matters 

related to investment, growth and competitiveness, we ask for its inclusion as an AOB item on 

the agenda of Competitiveness Council on 24th May, 2024. 
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