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This document contains:

- in Annex I, a summary of definitive legislative acts adopted by the Council in February 
2006. This is accompanied by statements in the minutes which may be released to the public 
(Annex II).  The summary also mentions any votes against and abstentions, explanations of 
vote, and the voting rules applicable;

- in Annex III, a list of the other acts 1 adopted by the Council in February 2006, with a 
reference, where appropriate, to voting results, explanations of vote and statements which 
the Council has decided to make public.

This document is also available via the Internet (http://ue.eu.int); see under "Documents",
then "Summary of Council Acts".  Documents listed in the summary may be obtained from 
the public register of Council documents (http://register.consilium.eu.int).

It should be noted that only the minutes concerning the definitive adoption of legislative acts 
are authentic.  Extracts from the minutes in question may also be obtained from the 
Transparency Department (transparency@consilium.eu.int).

___________________________

  
1 With the exception of certain acts of limited scope such as procedural decisions, 

appointments, decisions of bodies set up by international agreements, specific budgetary 
decisions, etc.
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ANNEX I

MARCH 2006
TITLES OF DEFINITIVE LEGISLATIVE ACTS TEXTS ADOPTED STATEMENTS VOTING RULE VOTES
2713th Council meeting (Environment) on
9 March 2006

Council Regulation amending Annex I to 
Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and 
statistical nomenclature and on the Common 
Customs Tariff

5753/06
+ REV 1 (lt)

Unanimity All Member States in favour

2714th Council meeting (Employment, Social 
Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs) on
10 March 2006

Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council amending Council Regulation (EEC) 
No 1408/71 on the application of social security 
schemes to employed persons, to self-employed 
persons and to members of their families moving 
within the Community and Council Regulation 
(EEC) No 574/72 laying down the procedure for 
implementing Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71

PE-CONS 3664/05 Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour
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MARCH 2006
TITLES OF DEFINITIVE LEGISLATIVE ACTS TEXTS ADOPTED STATEMENTS VOTING RULE VOTES
Directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council amending Directive 2004/39/EC on 
markets in financial instruments, as regards 
certain deadlines

PE-CONS 3678/05 60/06 Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour

2717th Council meeting (Transport, 
Telecommunications and Energy) on 
14 March 2006

Directive of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on energy end-use efficiency and 
energy services and repealing Council
Directive 93/76/EEC

PE-CONS 3679/05
+ COR 1
+ REV 1 (hu)
+ REV 1 COR 1 (hu)
+ REV 2 (lt)

61/06 Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour

2720th Council meeting (Agriculture and 
Fisheries) on 20 March 2006

Council Regulation correcting 
Regulation (EC) No 1786/2003 on the common 
organisation of the market in dried fodder

5849/06 62/06 Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour

Council Regulation on the protection of 
geographical indications and designations of 
origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs

6728/06 63/06, 64/06, 
65/06, 66/06

Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour, 
except the following:
Against: Netherlands
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MARCH 2006
TITLES OF DEFINITIVE LEGISLATIVE ACTS TEXTS ADOPTED STATEMENTS VOTING RULE VOTES
Council Regulation on agricultural products and 
foodstuffs as traditional specialities guaranteed

6726/06 67/06, 68/06, 
69/06, 70/06

Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour, 
except the following:
Against: Netherlands

2721th Council meeting (Transport, 
Telecommunications and Energy) 
on 27 March 2006

Directive of the European Parliament and of the 
Council amending Directive 1999/62/EC on the 
charging of heavy good vehicles for the use of 
certain infrastructures

PE-CONS 3682/05
+ COR 1
+ COR 2
+ REV 1 (fr)
+ REV 2 (de)
+ REV 3 (es)
+ REV 3 COR 1 (es)
+ REV 3 COR 2 (es)
+ REV 4 (fr)
+ REV 4 COR 1 (fr)
+ REV 5 (de)
+ REV 6 (lv)
+ REV 8 (de)

71/06, 72/06 Qualified 
majority

All Member States in favour, 
except the following:
Against:
Portugal, Malta
Abstention:
Estonia, Finland, Greece
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ANNEX II

STATEMENT 60/06

Statement by the Commission

"The Commission can support all technical amendments related to the transposition and application 

deadlines, the repeal of the old regime of Council Directive 93/22/EEC of 10 May 1993 on 

investment services in the securities field and the deadlines concerning reporting obligations and 

transitional arrangements.

The Commission takes note that the Council accepts the amendments related to comitology. It 

regrets these amendments since they do not relate to the substance of the proposal and are 

moreover, at least in part, in conflict with existing commitments with regard to better regulation. 

However, due to the urgency of the need to extend the transposition and application deadlines 

foreseen by Directive 2004/39/EC, the Commission will not oppose an agreement in a single 

reading on the proposed Directive amending Directive 2004/39/EC.

The Commission underlines that the present case does not constitute a precedent and, in particular, 

that it should not prejudge its position as to the revision of the Council Decision amending Decision 

1999/468/EC laying down the procedures for the exercise of implementing powers conferred on the 

Commission (known as the “comitology” Decision)."
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STATEMENT 61/06

Statement by the Commission

"The Commission was instrumental in brokering an agreement and can accept the outcome of the 

compromise between the Parliament and the Council, while recalling the importance of establishing 

mandatory energy savings targets, as initially proposed."
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STATEMENT 62/06

Statement by the United Kingdom and Sweden

"The United Kingdom and Sweden have a general concern about the principle of reallocating 

national quantities to those Member States who exceed their Guaranteed National Quantities, not 

least from a budgetary perspective.  In the case of dried fodder, the United Kingdom and Sweden 

request that the Commission examines this issue as part of the evaluation of the regime to be 

presented to Council before 30 September 2008."
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STATEMENT 63/06

Commission statement on future policy review

"Following adoption of the new Regulation on the protection of geographical indications and 

designations of origin for agricultural products and foodstuffs, the Commission will undertake a 

future policy review of the operation of the Regulation and its future development.  This policy 

review will be conducted in consultation with the Standing Committee on Protected Geographical 

Indications and Designations of Origin and with stakeholders.  The review will cover all aspects of 

the policy that Member States, the Commission and stakeholders may wish to raise, including the 

following matters:

- identification of protected geographical indications and protected designations of origin as 

ingredients;

- use of alternative instruments such as trademarks to protect geographical indications and 

designations of origin;

- scope of products covered by the Regulation with particular consideration to be given to salt, 

mixed herbs, wicker products, and condiments;

- identification of  the origin of raw materials;

- criteria used to assess the generic status of a name;

- design of the Community symbols identifying geographical indications and protected 

designations of origin."
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STATEMENT 64/06

Commission statement on authorities

"The Commission declares that the Member States may designate specific authorities for the 

purpose of ensuring the controls referred to in Article 10.1"

STATEMENT 65/06

Statement by the Greek delegation

"Greece attaches particular importance to the correct and effective implementation of this 

Regulation, and in particular Article 14 thereof.

It accordingly calls upon the European Commission to take the appropriate measures to prevent 

trademarks which have been applied for, registered or established by use from infringing the status 

of designations of origin or geographical indications already recorded and registered, in order to 

secure the income of the producers of the products concerned and to avoid the consumer being 

misled."

  
1 At the meeting of the Special Committee on Agriculture on 6 March 2006, the Commission 

representative also gave certain clarifications at the request of delegations. Regarding the 
definition of "Protected Geographical Indication" in Article 2, whereby "the name of a 
country" can only be a geographical indication in "exceptional cases", the Commission 
representative stated that small countries are likely to have demonstrable grounds for 
qualifying for this exception.
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STATEMENT 66/06

Statement by the Commission

"Without prejudice to decisions on individual cases by national courts in the light of the case law of 

the Court of Justice, names automatically entered under the new PGI/PDO Regulation in the 

register of protected designation of origin and protected geographical indications will enjoy 

protection under the conditions laid down in that Regulation."
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STATEMENT 67/06

Commission statement on scope

"The Commission will review the scope of products covered by the Regulation with particular 

consideration to be given to the traditional production of soda water."

STATEMENT 68/06

Commission statement on use of geographic names

"Following adoption of the new Regulation on agricultural products and foodstuffs as traditional 

specialities guaranteed, the Commission will undertake to review the use of geographic terms in the 

names of TSGs.  This review will be conducted in consultation with the Standing Committee on 

Traditional Specialities Guaranteed."
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STATEMENT 69/06

Commission statement on "representative body" for registered TSGs

"The Commission, in consultation with the Standing Committee on Traditional Specialities 

Guaranteed, will examine modalities for the creation of 'representative bodies' to be recognized at 

Community level in respect of TSGs."

STATEMENT 70/06

Commission statement on authorities

"The Commission declares that the Member States may designate specific authorities for the 

purpose of ensuring the controls referred to in Article 14."
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STATEMENT 71/06

Statement by the United Kingdom

"The United Kingdom supports the adoption of this revision of Directive 1999/62/EC on the 

charging of heavy goods vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures. The UK welcomes the clear 

statement in the revised Article 9(2) that Member States will retain discretion to determine the use 

of revenues from infrastructure charging. The UK continues to believe that a sole legal base of 

Article 71 EC Treaty is not the most appropriate for this measure and that the joint legal base used 

for the original Eurovignette Directive (Articles 71 and 93) would have better reflected the content 

of this amending measure. The UK's support for the adoption of this directive is therefore without 

prejudice to its position on the appropriate legal base for future measures of this type."
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STATEMENT 72/06

Statement by Malta

"Malta fully endorses the principle of fair and efficient pricing through the incorporation of external 

costs into the heavy vehicle charging system. However, Malta, as an island peripheral state, remains 

gravely concerned about the impact that increases in road tolls will have on transport operating 

costs and the Maltese economy. It is evident that typical journey lengths and transport chain costs 

for remote island states are much higher than those for centrally-located mainland states. The 

special circumstances emanating from the geographical location of the Maltese archipelago on the 

periphery of mainland Europe makes our trade dependent on multiple modes of transport. 

Without the luxury of a rail or road link to mainland Europe our exports must first be transported to 

a port and then shipped to mainland Europe before being transported over the European road 

network to their destination. The reverse applies to our imports, upon which Malta is highly 

dependent and the cost of which will increase with the application of this Directive. Thus, the 

introduction of a regime of distance-based toll charges across Europe would inevitably widen the 

competitive disadvantage experienced by peripheral countries whose economies are dependent on 

imports.

Therefore, for the reasons stated above, Malta votes against the Directive of the European 

Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 1999/62/EC on the charging of heavy goods 

vehicles for the use of certain infrastructures."
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ANNEX III

MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

2713th Council meeting (Environment) on 9 March 2006

Council Decision fixing the date of application of certain provisions of 
Decision 2005/211/JHA concerning the introduction of some new 
functions for the Schengen Information System, including in the fight 
against terrorism
6363/06, 6362/06

Council Common Position adopted on 9 March 2006 with a view to 
adopting a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Council Regulation (EEC) No 3922/91 on the harmonisation 
of technical requirements and administrative procedures in the field of 
civil aviation
13376/05 + COR 1 (fi) + ADD 1 + ADD 1 COR 1 (en) + REV 1 
+ REV 1 ADD 1, 5918/06 + COR 1 + ADD 1 REV 1

Abstention
Sweden

2714th Council meeting (Employment, Social Policy, Health and 
Consumer Affairs) on 10 March 2006

Council Common Position renewing measures in support of the 
effective implementation of the mandate of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
6146/06

Council Decision implementing Common Position 2004/694/CFSP on 
further measures in support of the effective implementation of the 
mandate of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY)
6778/06

Common position adopted by the Council with a view to the adoption of 
a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
implementation of the principle of equal opportunities and equal 
treatment of men and women in matters of employment and occupation 
(recast)
15623/05 + COR 1 (de) + COR 2 (fi) + REV 1 (es) + REV 3 (sk)
+ REV 4 (pl) + REV 5 (hu) + REV 6 (lv) + ADD 1, 6602/06 + ADD 1 
+ ADD 1 COR 1
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Common Position adopted by the Council with a view to the adoption of 
a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
medicinal products for paediatric use and amending 
Regulation (EEC) No 1768/92, Directive 2001/20/EC, 
Directive 2001/83 EC and Regulation (EC) No 726/2004
15763/05 + COR 1 (sl) + COR 2 (en) + COR 3 (de) + COR 4 (sk)
+ REV 1 (lt) + REV 2 (hu) + ADD 1 + ADD 1 COR 1 (pt), 
6603/06 + ADD 1 + ADD 1 COR 1 (pt) + ADD 1 COR 2 (fr)

Against
Poland

2715th Council meeting (COMPETITIVENESS: Internal Market, 
Industry and Research) on 13 March 2006

Council Resolution on a customs response to latest trends in 
counterfeiting and piracy
5921/1/06 REV 1 + REV 1 COR 1 (it) + REV 3 (el) + REV 4 (hu)

Council Regulation concerning the conclusion of the Partnership 
Agreement between the European Community and Solomon Islands on 
fishing off Solomon Islands
5290/06

2716th Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs) on 
14 March 2006

Council Decision amending Decision 1999/70/EC concerning the 
external auditors of the national central banks, as regards the external 
auditors of the Österreichische Nationalbank
6524/06
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Relations with the ACP States and the OCT
5699/06

· Council Recommendation concerning the discharge to be given 
to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the 
operations of the European Development Fund (Sixth EDF) for 
the financial year 2004

5677/06
· Council Recommendation concerning the discharge to be given 

to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the 
operations of the European Development Fund (Seventh EDF) 
for the financial year 2004

5679/06
· Council Recommendation concerning the discharge to be given 

to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the 
operations of the European Development Fund (Eighth EDF) for 
the financial year 2004

5680/06
· Council Recommendation concerning the discharge to be given 

to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the 
operations of the European Development Fund (Ninth EDF) for 
the financial year 2004 

5681/06 + REV 1 (pt)

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Germany 
7370/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Greece
7371/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Spain
7372/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of France
7373/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Ireland
7375/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Italy
7376/06

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of the Netherlands
7378/06
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Council Opinion on the updated Stability Programme of Portugal
7379/06

Council Opinion on the updated Convergence Programme of Cyprus
7380/06

Council Opinion on the updated Convergence Programme of Lithuania
7381/06

Council Opinion on the updated Convergence Programme of Malta
7382/06

Council Opinion on the updated Convergence Programme of Poland
7383/06

Council Opinion on the updated Convergence Programme of the United 
Kingdom
7384/06

Council Decision giving notice to Germany, in accordance with 
Article 104(9) of the Treaty establishing the European Community, to 
take measures for the deficit reduction judged necessary in order to 
remedy the situation of excessive deficit
7143/1/06 REV 1

2718th Council meeting (General Affairs and External Relations) 
on 20 mars 2006

Council Common Position updating Common Position 2001/931/CFSP 
on the application of specific measures to combat terrorism and 
repealing Common Position 2005/936/PESC
6977/06
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Council Decision concerning the conclusion of the Agreement between 
the European Union and the Government of Georgia on the status in 
Georgia of the European Union Special Representative for the South 
Caucasus and his/her support team
6723/06

Council Common Position on participation by the European Union in 
the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organisation (KEDO)
7229/06 + COR 1 (en)

Council Common Position relating to the 2006 Review Conference of 
the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC)
5823/06

Council Joint Action on support for activities of the Preparatory 
Commission of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
Organisation (CTBTO) in the area of training and capacity building for 
verification and in the framework of the implementation of the EU 
Strategy against Proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction
6484/06

Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an 
Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the People's 
Republic of China pursuant to Article XXIV:6 and Article XXVIII of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1994 relating to 
the modification of concessions in the schedules of the Czech Republic, 
the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, 
the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of 
Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak 
Republic in the course of their accession to the European Union
6301/1/06 REV 1
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Council Regulation concerning the implementation of the Agreement in 
the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community 
and the People's Republic of China pursuant to Article XXIV:6 and 
Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
1994 relating to the modification of concessions in the schedules of the 
Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the 
Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, 
the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia 
and the Slovak Republic in the course of their accession to the European 
Union amending and supplementing Annex I to Regulation 
(EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the 
Common Customs Tariff
6302/06

Council Decision on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an 
Exchange of Letters on the conclusion of an Agreement in the form of 
an Exchange of Letters between the European Community and the 
United States of America pursuant to Article XXIV:6 and Article 
XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1994 
relating to the modification of concessions in the schedules of the Czech 
Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic 
of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the 
Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and 
the Slovak Republic in the course of their accession to the European 
Union
6305/06 + COR 1

Council Regulation concerning the implementation of the Agreement in 
the form of an Exchange of Letters between the European Community 
and the United States of America pursuant to Article XXIV:6 and 
Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
1994 relating to the modification of concessions in the schedules of the 
Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the 
Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, 
the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia 
and the Slovak Republic in the course of their accession to the European 
Union amending and supplementing Annex I to Regulation 
(EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the 
Common Customs Tariff
6306/06 + COR 1 (fi)
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

Council Regulation concerning the implementation of the Agreement on 
Duty-Free Treatment of Multi-Chip Integrated Circuits (MCPs) by 
amending Annex I to Council Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 on the 
tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff
6462/06 + COR 1 (fi)

2721st Council meeting (Transport, Telecommunications and 
Energy) on 27 March 2006

Council Decisions

7769/06 + ADD 1
· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 

between the European Community and the Republic of Albania 
on certain aspects of air services

5033/06 + COR 1 (sv) + COR 2 (fi) + COR 3 (fr) + COR 4 (es) 
+ COR 5 (sv) + COR 6 (et) + COR 7 (hu) + REV 1 (lt)

· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 
between the European Community and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia on certain aspects of air services

5034/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 3 (es) + REV 1 (lt)
· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 

between the European Community and the Kingdom of Morocco 
on certain aspects of air services

5035/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 2 (pl) + COR 3 (es) + COR 4 (fr)
+ COR 5 (hu) + COR 6 (pl) + COR 7 (sk) + COR 8 (fi) + REV 1 (lt)

· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 
between the European Community and the Government of 
Australia on certain aspects of air services

5036/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 2 (pl) + COR 3 (es)+ REV 1 (lt)
· on the signing of the Agreement between the European 

Community and Romania on certain aspects of air services
5038/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 2 (pl) + REV 1 (lt)

· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 
between the European Community and the Republic of Moldova 
on certain aspects of air services

5039/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 2 (pl) + COR 3 (sv) + REV 1 (lt)
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MARCH 2006

OTHER ACTS Votes made public

· on the signing and provisional application of the Agreement 
between the European Community and Serbia and Montenegro 
on certain aspects of air services

5040/06 + COR 1 (fi) + COR 2 + COR 3 + COR 4 (pl) 
+ COR 5 (es) + COR 6 (pl) + COR 7 + COR 8 (en) + COR 9  (lt)
+ COR 10 (hu) + COR 11 (mt) + COR 12 (sl) + COR 13 (sl) 
+ REV 1 (lt) + REV 1 COR 1 (lt) + REV 1 COR 2 (lt) 
+ REV 1 COR 3 (lt)

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending
Regulation (EC) No 1531/2002 imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty 
on imports of colour television receivers originating, inter alia, in the 
People's Republic of China
7129/06 + COR 1 (en) + COR 2 (fi) + COR 3 (sk) + COR 4 (sv)

+ COR 5 (mt) + COR 6 (da) + COR 7 (pl) + COR 8 (lv) + REV 1 (lt)


