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Joint Statement European Union - Republic of Korea Summit 2023

President of the European Council Charles Michel, President of the European Commission Ursula
von der Leyen and President of the Republic of Korea Yoon Suk Yeol, met in Seoul on 22 May for
the 10th Summit between the European Union and the Republic of Korea and issued the following

statement:

1.  We, the Leaders of the European Union (EU) and the Republic of Korea (ROK) in the year
marking 60 years of our diplomatic relations, welcome the progress made to advance our
strategic partnership, based upon the EU-ROK Framework Agreement, Free Trade

Agreement, and Framework Participation Agreement in EU crisis management operations.

We reaffirm that our partnership is grounded in common interests and the shared values of
democracy, human rights, the rule of law, effective multilateralism, open, free and fair trade,

and the rules-based international order.

2. As the world faces threats to global peace and security, notably Russia's war of aggression
against Ukraine and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s (DPRK) nuclear and
missile programmes, as well as multi-dimensional challenges, such as the uneven pandemic
recovery, climate change, food and energy security and others, we resolve to continue and
expand cooperation in a future-oriented and mutually beneficial way, including in the

framework of our respective Indo-Pacific strategies and the EU’s Global Gateway.

3. We agree that new partnerships launched between the EU and the ROK will strengthen the
bilateral Framework Agreement signed in 2010. We agree to develop a security partnership
and establish a Strategic Dialogue at Foreign Ministerial level to enhance our cooperation on
global peace and security. In addition, we launch an EU-ROK Green Partnership, commence
formal negotiations for the ROK to associate with the Horizon Europe research and
innovation programme, and will work towards the launch of negotiations on binding
commitments on digital trade as we expand cooperation under the EU-ROK Digital
Partnership and welcome the launch of an Administrative Arrangement on Health Emergency

Preparedness and Response.
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Strengthening cooperation for Peace and Stability

4,

We reiterate our resolute condemnation of Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine, which

constitutes a grave violation of international law.

We reaffirm our strong commitment to the UN Charter and recall our unwavering support for
Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally
recognized borders and its inherent right of self-defense against the Russian aggression in
accordance with the UN Charter. Russia must stop its aggression and immediately,
completely and unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the entire territory of

Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders.

International humanitarian law, including on the treatment of prisoners of war, and

international human rights law must be upheld.

We express support to ensure accountability for war crimes and other violations of
international law committed in Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine and reiterate our
support for the work of the International Criminal Court. We agree to maintain and increase
the collective pressure on Russia, particularly through effective implementation of the
respective restrictive measures. We are committed to support Ukraine’s recovery and
reconstruction and remain resolved to support Ukraine for as long as it takes. We discussed
ways of increasing our support for Ukraine to meet financial, material, security and

humanitarian needs.

We strongly condemn the DPRK’s repeated illegal ballistic missile launches as well as its
ongoing nuclear development and references to the possible use of nuclear weapons. The
DPRK’s reckless actions pose a serious threat to international and regional peace and security.
The DPRK must immediately comply with its obligations under UN Security Council
resolutions by abandoning all its nuclear weapons, any other weapons of mass destruction,
ballistic missile programmes and existing nuclear programmes, in a complete, verifiable and

irreversible manner and cease all related activities.
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10.

1.

We reaffirm our commitment to the complete denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. We
call on all UN Members, especially Members of the UN Security Council, to respond in a
united and firm manner to the DPRK’s illegal weapons programmes by fully implementing all
relevant UN Security Council resolutions and urging the DPRK to resume meaningful
dialogue. Emphasizing that the path to dialogue remains open, we call on the DPRK to
immediately cease all actions that raise military tensions and return to denuclearization talks.
To this end, President Michel and President von der Leyen expressed support for the
objectives of the RoK’s Audacious Initiative for a denuclearized, peaceful and prosperous
Korean Peninsula. The EU supports the peaceful reunification of the Korean Peninsula that is

free and at peace.

We express grave concern over violations and abuses of human rights in the DPRK. The
DPRK’s use of resources to support its illegal weapons programmes exacerbates the
humanitarian situation of its population. We reaffirm that human rights are an essential
element in building sustainable peace and security on the Korean Peninsula. We agree to
strengthen bilateral policy consultations as well as cooperation in UN human rights bodies
aimed at raising awareness of the situation and convincing the DPRK to respect and fulfil

human rights.

We reaffirm our willingness to provide humanitarian assistance to vulnerable communities in

line with international humanitarian law, and in accordance with humanitarian principles.

We recognize the importance of cooperation between the ROK and Japan in promoting our
shared objectives and welcome the respective government’s efforts to improve bilateral

relations.

We reaffirm our support for freedom of overflight and of navigation, including in the South
China Sea, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). We stress the importance of preserving peace and stability across the Taiwan

Strait and oppose unilateral attempts to change the status quo in the Indo-Pacific.

9590/23 4

EN



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

We reaffirm the importance of a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific, which is inclusive

and based on the rule of law and fundamental freedoms.

Recognizing the synergy between our respective Indo-Pacific strategies, we will cooperate in
pursuing our common objectives in the region, including in the areas of security as well as
addressing health, climate, environment and sustainable finance related issues in the region.
We welcome the outcomes of the second EU Indo-Pacific Ministerial Forum, held in

Stockholm on 13 May.

We, as strategic partners of ASEAN, recognize our shared objective to enhance cooperation
with ASEAN as an important stakeholder in the Indo-Pacific. We fully support ASEAN’s
unity and centrality, in line with the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP), we will
seek to work closely with ASEAN Member States in promoting sustainable economic and
social development in the region, including in the areas of marine environment, renewable

energy, climate change, health, digital and cyber security.

We will work together to strengthen partnerships with the Pacific Island countries.
Welcoming the launch of the 2023 Korea-Pacific Islands Summit, and reaffirming our
endorsement of the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, we will engage in joint
efforts to mitigate the effects of climate crisis and marine environment degradation in the
region. We will actively support SIDS-related processes in addressing climate challenges,

within relevant multilateral bodies and through our partnerships.

We reaffirm our strong support for multilateralism, as well as our shared values in freedom,
the rule of law, open societies, democracy, human rights and good governance. We agree to
continue our close cooperation in international organizations and multilateral fora including
the UN and G20 to find solutions to global challenges including climate change, global health

crises, and challenges to human rights and democracy.

9590/23 5

EN



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, we
reaffirm our strong commitment to human rights and fundamental freedoms. We express our
commitment to strengthening multilateralism and the rules-based international order. We
acknowledge that the EU and the ROK are playing an active role in the Human Rights
Council. We agree to strengthen cooperation on human rights, both within relevant United

Nations human rights bodies as well as through the EU-ROK human rights consultations.

We will promote the effective implementation and universalization of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and Arms Trade Treaty (ATT); the Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC); the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC); the entry into force of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). We look forward to working constructively

on nuclear safety, security and safeguards issues in the International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA).

We value the close collaboration in the field of maritime security, including the ROK's
participation in the EUNAVFOR Operation Atalanta. We will expand joint endeavors to
protect sea lanes, counter piracy, and secure safety of navigation. Sharing the views that the
ROK's interaction with the EU's Coordinated Maritime Presences (CMP) will contribute to
the peace and stability of the maritime environment in the region, we agree to explore and

pursue diverse opportunities of cooperation.

We agree to promote concerted efforts in countering terrorism, by exchanging information
and expertise in preventing violent extremism, including combatting the dissemination of
terrorist content online, including inter alia through the Christchurch Call, addressing misuse

of new and emerging technologies and countering terrorist financing.

We will enhance cooperation in responding to cyber threats including cybercrime and
ransomware, and cyberattacks from state actors and non-state actors. We intend to resume our
EU-ROK Cyber Policy Consultation soon. We will cooperate to establish the UN Programme
of Action to advance responsible state behavior, as a permanent, inclusive, action-oriented
mechanism to facilitate cooperation and confidence-building in cyberspace and to closely
coordinate efforts in multilateral fora including the UN, ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), and

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
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22.

23.

We recognize that foreign information manipulation and interference, including the deliberate
spread of false or misleading information, constitutes a grave threat to democratic systems
and values, including freedom of expression and free media. We will work bilaterally and
with like-minded partners to promote the effective prevention, detection, deterrence and
response to foreign information manipulation and interference, in collaboration with public
and private sectors including researchers, civil society organizations, academia, media and

private industry.

We reaffirm our commitment to work together in tackling new challenges, including those
posed by the misuse of emerging and disruptive technologies (EDT), climate change and
pandemics. We will cooperate in establishing relevant international rules on the use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the military domain and welcome the launch of the Responsible
Al in the Military Domain Summit (REAIM), including the ROK’s decision to host the 2nd

Summit.

Partnership for the Greater Prosperity

24.

We note with satisfaction the robust and thriving economic relationship between the EU and
the ROK, based on the EU-ROK Free Trade Agreement. We recognize the importance of the
full implementation of the FTA to ensure balanced benefits to both sides. To this end, we
agree to encourage our FTA committees and working groups to strengthen the

implementation of the FTA.

In this respect, we welcome the September 2022 Agreement on the recognition of EU
regionalisation. We will work to fully and effectively implement it and to effectively improve
market access for agri-food products to each other’s markets, such as fruits and meat
products, including the export of EU beef to Korea and of Korean poultry products (fresh,
heat-treated and composite) to the EU.

We agreed on the importance of maintaining momentum on responsible business conduct and
labour issues, including through continued and sustained efforts towards ratifying the

fundamental International Labour Organization Conventions.
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25.

26.

27.

28.

Recalling the positive outcomes of the Twelfth World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial
conference (MC12), we support strengthening and reforming the World Trade Organization
as a central pillar of the global economic system. We will work together alongside partners,
including developing countries, to ensure a successful 13th WTO Ministerial Conference in
Abu Dhabi by achieving concrete outcomes. This includes working towards necessary reform
of all three functions of the WTO, including having a fully and well-functioning dispute
settlement system accessible to all Members by 2024 and by reinforcing deliberations to
respond to global trade policy challenges, including on key level-playing field issues affecting
global trade. We will also work together to ensure the prompt entry into force of the
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies and the conclusion of negotiation on comprehensive
disciplines on fisheries subsidies, advancement of plurilateral initiatives including the joint
statement initiatives, especially on Investment Facilitation for Development and E-commerce,
progress on agricultural reform, and making permanent the Moratorium on Customs Duties on

FElectronic Transmission.

Reaffirming our shared interests as trading partners and given the mutual interdependency in
global supply chains, we agree to strengthen our dialogue on economic security, including

supply chain resilience and exchange views on export controls and economic coercion.

We commit to continue close consultation on recent legislations covering access to supply of
critical raw materials and the development of batteries, as well as to intensify our coordination

on carbon border measures.

Furthermore, we agree to strengthen cooperation on early warning systems to detect and
address potential supply chain disruptions in key industries and items through strengthening
bilateral and multilateral cooperation. To this end, we agree to explore mutually beneficial

cooperation through appropriate fora.
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29.

30.

31.

32.

Faced with the increased volatility of the global energy market, aggravated by Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine, we recognize the need to accelerate the efforts to advance the
energy transition as the way to achieving climate goals and ensuring energy security. We
agree to strengthen collaborative efforts on safe and sustainable low-carbon technologies.
Moreover, we seek to further cooperate to achieve decarbonization and agree to strengthen
collaborative efforts in the realm of responsible use of civil nuclear energy with those EU
Member States having chosen to use nuclear energy in accordance with the highest standards

of nuclear non-proliferation including the IAEA Additional Protocol.

We welcome the launch of the EU-ROK Digital Partnership on 28 November 2022. The
Partnership will allow us to foster collaboration on semi-conductors, next generation mobile
networks, quantum and High Performance Computing (HPC), Artificial Intelligence (Al), and
online and digital platforms regulations. The next annual Ministerial-level Digital Partnership
Council will be a useful framework for monitoring progress in the concerted efforts and
exploring ways to further deepen the collaboration, including in the framework of relevant

international organizations.

We welcome the signing of the EU-ROK Digital Trade Principles on 30 November 2022,
which reflect a common understanding on key issues relevant to digital trade and a joint
commitment to fostering an open digital economy and removing and preventing the
emergence of unjustified barriers to digital trade. On this basis, we agree to work towards the
launch of negotiations on binding commitments on digital trade, taking into account inter-alia

exceptions for legitimate public policy objectives, based on appropriate mandates.

We agree on the importance of continued cooperation on personal data protection, building on
the high degree of convergence between our respective data protection regimes, as recognized
by the EU’s adequacy decision for the ROK, and the joint declaration on privacy and the
protection of data signed at the first EU Indo-Pacific Ministerial Forum held in Paris in 2022.
This includes exploring the development of a comprehensive area of cross-border data flows
with trust through enhancing security and privacy between our economies, relying on a high
level of data protection and working with international partners to shape global privacy

standards.
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33.

34.

35.

We agree to strengthen cooperation in the field of supply chain and industrial policies to
support industrial competitiveness and technology, entrepreneurship, and activities of small
and medium enterprises (SME). To this end, we look forward to the further development of
mutual dialogue and cooperation through existing channels. We agree to expand the existing
IPD (Industrial Policy Dialogue) to SCIPD (Supply Chain and Industrial Policy Dialogue)
with a view to discussing relevant issues in a concrete and comprehensive manner and intend

to hold the 1st SCIPD within 2023.

We share the objective to strengthen the global competitiveness of semiconductor industries
in the EU and Korea. To this end, we will explore developing a common mechanism for the
security and resilience of semiconductor’s supply chain and we commit to conducting
collaborative research and development in the field of leading-edge semiconductors including
power semiconductors, automotive semiconductors, and advanced devices. In addition, we
continue close consultations on our respective industry policies including the enactment and
implementation of the European Chips Act, and explore ways to collaborate on potential

disruptions to semiconductor supply chains.

We welcome the opening of negotiations on the ROK's association to Horizon Europe, and
commit to build stronger interaction in science and innovation, by boosting collaboration and
investment in research and development, as well as mobility of researchers in efforts to

address global challenges.

Affirming the importance of space for mutual prosperity and security, we agree to promote
close communication between the relevant institutions and bodies. We will participate in
global efforts to set international norms regulating space behaviors, and define principles for

safe, secure and sustainable use and exploration of space.
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36.

37.

We share the objective to accelerate progress towards achieving Sustainable Development
Goals, and recognize the need to generate more resources to tackle global challenges
including the pandemic, climate change, Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine and the
food and energy crisis. We express satisfaction with our advanced cooperation as reflected in
the outcomes of the 8th Policy Dialogue on Development on 27 February 2023. In the context
of our respective initiatives, such as the EU and the Republic of Korea’s Indo-Pacific
strategies and the EU’s Global Gateway, we will work together and with partner countries to
implement coherent and complementary projects in the green, renewable energy, digital and
transport sectors, notably in Southeast Asia, the Pacific, Central Asia and other regions of

strategic interest, and foster the participation of the private sector, including SMEs.

We will also seek to accelerate the reform of Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and
the implementation of the recommendation of the G20 Independent Review of MDBs’ Capital
Adequacy Frameworks to enhance their capacity to finance development as well as the
provision of global public goods, and support more effective implementation of the G20
Common Framework for Debt Treatment. We welcome the convening of the Summit for a
New Global Financing Pact in Paris in June to give an impulse to these and other innovative

financing tools.

Working Together for sustainable development

38.

Recognizing the existential threat posed by the triple planetary crisis of climate change,
biodiversity loss and pollution, and the urgent need to accelerate the transition to a net zero,
nature-positive, circular and resource efficient economy, we note the need for the
international community to act in an ambitious and concerted manner. We agree to reinforce
collaborative actions in tackling the challenges related to the green transition by launching the

EU-ROK Green Partnership.

9590/23 11

EN



39.

40.

41.

We reaffirm our commitments to our Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC), including
the 2030 greenhouse gas reduction targets and 2050 net zero emissions goal. We will join
forces in strengthening the implementation of the Paris Agreement and keeping the 1.5 C
temperature limit within reach by strengthening actions in mitigation and implementation in
this critical decade, including the phase down of unabated coal power plants in line with our
respective targets and international commitments. We will continue to provide targeted
support to the most vulnerable in line with national circumstances and recognizing the need

for support towards a just transition.

We will work together to implement the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
with effective monitoring and review mechanisms, as well as ambitious resource mobilisation,
targets, and access and benefit sharing. Moreover, we agree to continue joint efforts to
promote ambitious actions across the different negotiating tracks with the view to achieve
substantial outcomes at the UNFCCC COP28 in Dubai, as well as to deliver an ambitious
Global Agreement on Plastic Pollution following the mandate adopted at UNEAS.2. At the
nexus between climate and biodiversity, we intend to cooperate to fight against deforestation
and forest degradation via the promotion of sustainable forest management and sustainable
agricultural supply chains. We further agree to closely cooperate in other relevant fora such as
the G20, WTO, Global Alliance for Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency (GACERE),
Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and Partnering for Green Growth and the Global
Goals 2030 (P4G).

We welcome the launch of the EU-ROK Administrative Arrangement on Health Emergency
Preparedness and Response in the Area of Medical Countermeasures and look forward to
advanced cooperation for the effective management of cross-border health problems. Within
the framework of this arrangement, we agree to assist each other in the identification of health
threats, collaborate on research, innovation, manufacturing and production of medical
countermeasures, as well as jointly assist other countries, with building up their capacity to
prevent, detect, and respond to public health threats. For better protection of public health, we
will strengthen regulatory cooperation through the Working Arrangement for the exchange of

non-public information on medical products.
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42.

43.

44,

45.

Reaffirming commitments made under the Global Health Security Agenda, including the New
Seoul Declaration, we will work together to enhance global coordination against future health
crises, strengthen pandemic prevention, preparedness and response and to reform the health-
related governance, notably by means of a new WHO pandemic agreement and revision of the
International Health Regulations. We reaffirm our commitment to adopt the pandemic
agreement at the World Health Assembly in 2024. We welcome the establishment of the
Pandemic Fund and the launch of its first call for proposals. We call for the enhancement of
support to ensure the Fund’s continued operational success, underlining the importance of the

expansion of its donor base.

Welcoming the launch of the EU-ROK Transport Dialogue in September 2022, we will
enhance bilateral cooperation across all modes of transport and in the relevant international
fora to achieve sustainable, efficient, competitive, safe and secure transport systems and
enable greater business cooperation, trade, tourism, and people-to-people exchange. In
particular, we will facilitate closer cooperation in the aviation sector, to boost its recovery
from the COVID19 and enhance connectivity between the two regions, including by
exploring the potential benefits of negotiating an EU-ROK comprehensive Air Transport

Agreement.

Recognizing the importance of people-to-people exchanges in deepening mutual
understanding and bonds of friendship, we will closely collaborate in the fields of education
and culture. We agree to support links and joint initiatives between universities and research

institutions through participation, inter alia, in the Erasmus+ programme.

Furthermore, we welcome the vibrant cultural events celebrating the 60th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between the EU and the ROK. These echo the close cultural ties between

the EU and its Member States and the ROK.
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