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PECHE 172
ENV 463
CLIMA 229
NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Delegations
Subject: ClientEarth: request for internal review under Title IV of the Aarhus

Regulation of Council Regulation (EU) 2022/515 of 31 March 2022
amending Council Regulation (EU) 2022/109 fixing for 2022 the fishing
opportunities for certain fish stocks and groups of fish stocks applicable in
certain non-Union waters

Delegations will find attached Annex X of the document on the above-mentioned subject, as

received from ClientEarth.
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The partner and affiliated entities with general accounts in a currency other than the euro
must convert costs incurred in another currency into euros at the average of the daily
exchange rates published in the C series of the Official Journal of the European Union
(available at  http:/rwww.ech europa.eu/stats/exchange/eurofxref html/index.en. hitmi),
determined over the corresponding reporting period.

[f no daily euro exchange rate is published in the Official Journal of the European Union
for the currency in question, conversion must be made at the average of the monthly
accounting rates established by the Commission and published on its website
(http://ec.europa.cu/budget/contracts grants/info contracts/inforeuro/inforeuro en.cfin),
determined over the corresponding reporting period.

The partner and affiliated entities with general accounts in euros must convert costs
incurred in another currency into euros in accordance with their usual accounting
practices.

4.7 Language of: requests for payments, technical reports and financial
statements

All requests for payments, technical reports and financial statements must be submitted
in English.

ARTICLE 5 — PAYMENTS AND PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS
5.1 Payments to be made

The Commission must make the following payments to the partner:

- a first pre-financing payment;

- a second pre-financing payment, on the basis of the request for the second pre-
financing payment referred to in Article 4.2;

- one payment of the balance, on the basis of the request for payment of the balance
referred to in Article 4.4.

5.2 Pre-financing payments

The aim of the pre-financing is to provide the partner with a float. The pre-financing
remains the property of the Union until it is cleared against interim payments or, if it is
not cleared against interim payments, until the payment of the balance.

The Commission must make a first pre-financing payment of XXXXXXXXX (40%) to
the partner within 30 calendar days from the entry into force of the Specific
agreement, except if Article [1.24.1 of the Framework agreement applies.

The Commission must make a second pre-financing payment of XXXXXXXXX (40%)
to the partner within 60 calendar days from when the Commission receives the request

for
SPECIFIC Grant AGREEMENT No $12 869124 5
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Budget assumptions ICES Grant Agreement Application January 1 — December 31, 2022
1. Personnel Costs:

The personnel costs are based on estimates of percentage of time spent on the action. The actual costs
reported will be based on the number of hours registered on the action in the ICES timekeeping system,
Agresso, multiplied by an actual hourly salary rate based on salary, pension, social costs, health
insurance

1.1 Recurrent Advice:

Personnel involved with the recurrent advice consists of the Head of Advice Department, the ACOM
Leadership (Chair and Vice-Chairs) and other relevant staff within the Advice, Data and Science sections.

Head of Advice Department coordinates all advisory related work in the ICES Secretariat and is the main
contact point for clients concerning requests for advice, clarifications, etc. The Head of Advice D outlines
the framework for advice in collaboration with the Advisory Committee (ACOM) and is part of the ACOM
Leadership.

ACOM Leadership consists of one full time chair and several vice-chairs each employed on part time
corresponding to 38% of a full time equivalent. The salary costs for the ACOM Chair will be based on a
full time position excluding the hours that are specifically registered on other projects and agreements.
The salary costs for the Vice-Chairs will be based on the full remuneration in accordance with the
employment contract as the Vice-Chairs dedicate all their time paid by ICES to the Advice process. The
ACOM Leadership is the day-to-day operational management of ACOM and it outlines the suggested
responds to requests for advice from ICES member countries, international commissions and
organizations, and fisheries and ecosystem management bodies.

The staff in advice lead the advisory processes while ensuring that the advice is produced by experts
following the framework set by ACOM. They audit and decides with experts on methods, approach etc.
They facilitate QA of data input, assessments and is the link between ACOM and expert groups. They
manage the advice processes from start to end.

The Advice staff also act as a link between experts, in particular expert group chairs as well as the groups
and ACOM. They format all advice to the ICES standard, ensure timely delivery of advice and manage
documents on Sharepoint and support the ACOM leadership. The Advice staff also secure the quality of
the advice by proof-reading all advice before being delivered. The Advice staff develops the quantitative
side of the Ecosystem Overviews and Fisheries Overviews and maintains the databases holding data on
fish stocks.

1.2 Administration and support:

The Administrative and support staff consists of the administrative, communications and IT resources
required to deliver in accordance with the purpose of the action.

The administrative staff contribute with project management in relation to making sure the resources
are spent in accordance with the intention of the budget and the Annex | of the Specific Grant
Agreement. This covers amongst other tasks following up on total salary costs, managing travel costs for
the different advice drafting-and expert groups and following up on other costs directly attributable to
the action to make sure they comply with the financial regulations. Further, the administrative staff
ensure that the required facilities are in place for meetings held in relation to the action such as making
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sure the relevant IT hardware and software facilities are available for the meetings and deliver technical
support during meetings.

The IT Staff manage and maintain the Share Point sites for the relevant advice and working groups and
manage and maintain the servers and storage facilities used to host data relevant to the agreement. The
IT staff support IT software and hardware used in meetings relating to Advice together with the
administrative staff.

The communications function manage advice and advisory related information on the ICES website and
maintain the ICES library function facilitating traceability of past advice, manage advice expert group
web pages and document repositories containing manuals and technical guidelines which are referred
to and used in the advisory process, write and publish advice related news and advice explainers on the
ICES website and share advice releases, advice related news and advice explainers on ICES social media
channels.

If virtual meetings continue to substitute in-person meetings, it is expected to have an increased need
for technical personnel to support virtual meetings in 2022. During 2020-2021it has proven necessary to
have increased personal costs in order to facilitate the online meetings.

Should the COVID-19 restrictions be extended we expect to save travel costs and spend more on
personel costs.

1.3. Regional Database

The data and advice staff manage a number of regional databases related to the preparation, quality
control, ingestion and processing of input data to Advice. Further, staff establish tools facilitating quality
assurance procedures, and other issues necessary to uphold the provision of ICES advice as transparent,
legitimate, non-biased, and based on best available science

1.3.5pecific DG MARE management

Managing the DG MARE grant requires specific skills and time compared to other MoUs. The
contribution to this end of the General Secretary consists of the overall managing of the Advice
programme as well as representing the ICES advisory framework to outside stakeholders. Finance staff
takes care of all specific management tasks related to budget, reporting to donor preparation, quality
control and delivery of audit material for the external audit of the grant.

1.1-1.4 Quality Assurance:

Quality assurance of the Advice is a continuous process, and relies on a number of technical systems as
well as interactions with coordinating bodies to ensure Advice is delivered to an acceptable level of
quality. The Data and Advice staff manage the Stock Assessment Graphs and Stock Information
Database online portals to provide a comprehensive status of assessed stocks, with all supporting meta-
data that ensure consistency and a means to generate new data calls based upon the most current
available information. Confidence in the data and parameters used within an assessment are partly
handled through the data systems (see next section), but in addition the Transparent Assessment
Framework has been developed to have a more systematic and programmatic tool for recalculating an
assessment, and also to making the modelling methods and assumptions more transparent to have a
clearer labelling of the confidence in the Advice.

Further deliveries from Advice and Data staff under quality assurance include:
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[Gtock Name [Glock key label  |Stock Year of next|  Periodicity [Month of Advice category for 2022; [MSY advice basis  |EG COMMENT Target stock according to Advice
category (inyears) for Msy ranges should be [under development mMap category
provided where avallable |(UD)/not possible laccording
(NP) for nextadvice to legal
obligation
Tusk (Brasme bosme) in subareas 4 and 7-0 and divisicns 3., 5.0, Ga, |usk.27 3a9506a7- 3.2] =g B & WGDEEP P
a (hox theas t Allantic)
Tusk (Brosme brosme) in Oivision 6.b (Rockally uzk,27 6 5.2] EReE] 2[1une D WGDEER P
[Blue whiting (Micromesis s poutass ou) in subareas 1-9, 12, and 14 whin.27 1-01214 1 = 1[Septernber LTMS {Long berm WG WIDE LTS Cong
(ruortheast atantc and adiacent watees ) anagamEnt stategy) e
management
strateqy)
Whiting (Merlanais merlanaus ) in Divisicn 3.3 (Skagermak and fattsgat) [ wha.27.03 3 2e2 2[nne P fStock sta tis oy WGNSER This was Uporaded 03 cat.d stock in 2020 PAfStock
WWhiting (Merlangis merangus ) in Subarea 4 and Division 7.6 (North Sea | wh@.2747d 1 ) 1[ne ST WGHESK 0 [
el
Whitng (MEtaniis merlargus) 10 DIsicn 6.3 (West of Scotand) Wha27 62 1 EGEE] e 53 WRCSE ThiE =tock was benchmarked i 2021, Dus to the P
change in stock catedory (now cateaary 1) nes
ackice will be aiven despite current is sl valid
WG (Merlangis merlandus ) in Division & b (R ockall ) ha27 B 52 = EE & I WRCSE T 15 a Catedory B S ok with oy landing: a =3
innut dat:
WG (MENanGIs Merangus ) in DIVEIn 7.3 (TEF Sea) Wha.27 74 1 = B VST WGCSE This 15 a Catigory L analytical a5 sessment and P
1CES Ancs hasis 15 14
WHIting (Merangios merangusy i dyisions 7.b-c and 7.6k (seathern Celic |wha,27 7i-cetk 1 2022 [ane ST WECSE O M5V
ol s e English Channel)
Vhiting (Merlangius merangus ) in Subarea 8 and Division 9.4 Bay of wha.27 89 52 2023 2[une PA NP WGBIE This 5 a cateery 5 stock with a FMSY proxy O =0
Biscay and Atlanne [berlan watss) reference point. Stock 10 ssues, & lack of stadd
size data and an accepted analybic assessment limit]
this stock’s ability for MSY achvice at this tme,
Wit (Glyptocephalus cmoalossus ) in Subarea 4 and dvisions 3.a and 7.0 w27 3a47d 1 EE=E i[nne ST WGHESK P
(North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, sastern English Channel)
Greater silver smelt (Argenting silus) in subsreas 7-10 and 12, and Divisicn | aru 27.607- 1012 3.2 EE=E) B P WGDEER P
I
] Z 0
@ A e s bk
bt 2 b s ok
Scls (Wast of Scotiand] o0 Fl e s tock
This species vsed o be a common, tmmerclally Nshed
FESOUNCR BT NGV 568 EXTINBATED 1N MOSE ABITHErN
watsrs. Itis 2 species thatsomehow has beeome
“missed” frim ICES agvice as it 1s not assessed as a
COMIMEFElal SPECIES 310 NOT EIThEr 33585500 35 3
artantic hallbut (hi b 4 snsitive or protected by catch species

Annex | b] Species and management areas far which information on fishing opportunities consistent with the stock advice are requested

Species Managementarea

cod Subdivisions 22-24

cod Subdivisions 25-32

herring Subdivisions 22-24:
50% of the advised Fishing possibility for he rring Givision 11la and Subdivisions 22-24
should be allacated to Subdivisions 22-24.

herring Bivision 12
50% of the advized Fishing possibility for he rring Qivision |11a and Subdivisions 22-24
should be allorated to Subarea IV and Divicion 1l

hering Subdivisions 30-31

herring Subdivisions 2529 (excluding Guif of Riga) and 32

herring Subdivision 28,1 (Gulf of Rigs)

plaice Subdivision 21

plaice 2232

Annex |l and llb
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