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INFORMATION NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Council
Subject: Any other business

Benefits for regions resulting from the implementation of the route Via
Carpatia (Conference held in tancut, Poland, on 17 April 2019)

— information from the Polish delegation

Delegations will find attached an information note prepared by the Polish delegation on the
above-mentioned subject for consideration under "Any other business" at the meeting of the

Council (Transport, Telecommunications and Energy) on 6 June 2019.
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ANNEX

TTE (transport) Council on 6 June 2019

AOB: Benefits for regions resulting from the implementation of the route Via Carpatia
(Conference held in Lancut, Poland, on 17 April 2019)

- information from the Polish delegation

Representatives of Poland, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Turkey,
Ukraine, Hungary and the European Commission participated on April 17, 2019 in a conference
organised in Lancut entitled "Benefits for the regions resulting from the implementation of the Via

Carpatia route".

During the conference, the Lancut Declaration III was signed regarding the strengthening of
cooperation in the area of transport in Central and Southern Europe. The Declaration envisages the
continuation of the development of the Via Carpatia route and the accession of new members to this

initiative. It also assumes the inclusion of Via Carpatia as a priority for national transport policies.

The transport ministers present at the conference asked the European Commission to include the
Via Carpatia road corridor into the core network during the upcoming review of the Trans-European

Transport Network (TEN-T).

The idea behind the creation of the Via Carpatia road route is to implement the concept of creating a
high-performance road parallel to the Eastern border of the EU, connecting in the shortest possible
way, the Baltic countries with the Black, Adriatic and Aegean basins. The project will not only
create an important transport axis for Central and Eastern Europe, but will also provide a more
convenient connection with EU neighbours - Belarus, Ukraine and Turkey. Harmonization of the
development of transport infrastructure along this route will contribute to reducing the differences

in economic development between the Eastern regions of the European Union and its other parts.
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Currently, Via Carpatia has more than 8,800 km and runs through regions inhabited by over 125
million people. Implementation of the initiative of creation the Via Carpatia route is a part of
pursuit to ensure greater economic, social and territorial cohesion in Europe, reinforce transport
accessibility and logistic potential, and promote economic exchange both in a regional and

international context.

Via Carpatia, due to its extent, is also a route of military importance, which is particularly essential
in the present times and the ongoing debate on Military Mobility. This is not only significant for EU
countries, but also for the countries of the close neighbourhood as well as the EU integration with

the Eastern Partnership countries.

Via Carpatia is an open project. In order to ensure an enhanced network effect, one should be
interested in its further extension. From the geo-political point of view, it seems that the project
might be also interesting for the EU countries lying from Lithuania northwards. If it covers other
countries and ports of the Western Balkans, combining the Via Carpatia project with the existing

Turkey road system will make it an intercontinental project.

In connection to the above, we would like to encourage the European Commission to take into
account the above-mentioned arguments in considering the submitted Application for including Via

Carpatia to the TEN-T core network.
ANNEX

The Lancut Declaration — III on strengthening the cooperation in the area of transport in Central and
Southern Europe and continuation of the Via Carpatia developments and accession of the new

Member States to the Via Carpatia group
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