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COUNCIL DECISION (CFSP) 2025/… 

of … 

in support of efforts to prevent and combat the illicit proliferation of and trafficking  

in small arms and light weapons (SALW) and ammunition  

and their impact in the Americas – Phase III 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article 28(1) and Article 31(1) 

thereof, 

Having regard to the proposal from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy, 

  



  

 

9248/25     2 

 RELEX.1 LIMITE EN 
 

Whereas: 

(1) The 2018 EU Strategy against illicit firearms, small arms & light weapons and their 

ammunition, entitled ‘Securing Arms, Protecting Citizens’ (the ‘EU SALW Strategy’) sets 

the guidelines for Union action in the field of small arms and light weapons (‘SALW’). 

(2) At regional level, the EU SALW Strategy commits the Union and its Member States to 

providing assistance to other countries in order to improve the management and security of 

state-held stockpiles by strengthening national legislative and administrative frameworks 

and strengthening institutions that regulate the legitimate supply and stockpile management 

of SALW and ammunition for defence and security forces. 

(3) The EU SALW Strategy notes that the Union will look for synergy with the relevant 

American states and regional organisations to reduce the illicit proliferation of and 

trafficking in SALW, with a view to reducing armed violence and criminal activity. 
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(4) The Organization of American States (OAS) is the Secretariat for the Inter-American 

Convention against Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, 

Explosives and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and is coordinating and implementing 

regional initiatives combatting illicit SALW in the Americas. 

(5) The Union previously supported the OAS by means of Council 

Decisions (CFSP) 2018/20101 and (CFSP) 2022/8472 in support of activities countering the 

illicit proliferation of and trafficking in SALW and ammunition and their impact in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

  

                                                 

1 Council Decision (CFSP) 2018/2010 of 17 December 2018 in support of countering illicit 

proliferation and trafficking of small arms, light weapons (SALW) and ammunition and 

their impact in Latin America and the Caribbean in the framework of the EU Strategy 

against Illicit Firearms, Small Arms & Light Weapons and their Ammunition ‘Securing 

Arms, Protecting Citizens’  

(OJ L 322, 18.12.2018, p. 27, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2018/2010/oj). 
2 Council Decision (CFSP) 2022/847 of 30 May 2022 in support of efforts to prevent and 

combat illicit proliferation and trafficking of small arms and light weapons (SALW) and 

ammunition and their impact in the Americas  

(OJ L 148, 31.5.2022, p. 40, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/dec/2022/847/oj). 
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Article 1 

1. In the context of the implementation of the EU SALW Strategy, the purpose of this 

Decision is to address armed violence in the Americas. To that effect, the Union shall 

finance the project described in the Annex, the aim of which is to counter the illicit 

proliferation of and trafficking in firearms and ammunition, and to prevent engagement 

with firearms in highly impacted communities. 

2. The objectives of this Decision are: 

(a) to strengthen regulatory frameworks to address trafficking in firearms in 

the Americas; 

(b) to increase the sharing of knowledge and information in respect of trafficking in 

firearms and the illicit proliferation of SALW in the Americas; 

(c) to improve state capacities to manage the lifecycle of SALW and ammunition, 

reducing the risk of diversion to the illicit market; 

(d) to strengthen national systems for systematic tracing of illicit SALW; 

(e) to reduce risk factors associated with armed violence at the community level; and 

(f) to strengthen sub-regional cooperation through the development and implementation 

of the Sub-Regional Firearms Roadmap. 

3. A detailed description of the project is set out in the Annex to this Decision. 
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Article 2 

1. The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (‘HR’) shall 

be responsible for implementing this Decision. 

2. The technical implementation of the project referred to in Article 1 shall be carried out by 

the OAS. 

3. The OAS shall perform its tasks under the responsibility of the HR. For that purpose, the 

HR shall enter into the necessary arrangements with the OAS. 

Article 3 

1. The financial reference amount for the implementation of the project financed by the 

Union shall be EUR 4 055 956. 

2. The expenditure financed by the reference amount set out in paragraph 1 shall be managed 

in accordance with the procedures and rules applicable to the general budget of the Union. 

3. The Commission shall supervise the proper management of the expenditure referred to in 

paragraph 2. For that purpose, it shall conclude the necessary financing agreement with the 

OAS. The financing agreement shall stipulate that the OAS has to ensure the visibility of 

the Union’s contribution, appropriate to its size. 

4. The Commission shall endeavour to conclude the financing agreement referred to in 

paragraph 3 as soon as possible after the entry into force of this Decision. It shall inform 

the Council of any difficulties in that process and of the date of conclusion of the financing 

agreement. 
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Article 4 

1. The HR shall report to the Council on the implementation of this Decision on the basis of 

regular narrative reports prepared by the OAS. Those reports shall form the basis of the 

evaluation to be carried out by the Council. 

2. The Commission shall report on the financial aspects of the project referred to in Article 1. 

Article 5 

1. This Decision shall enter into force on the date of its adoption. 

2. This Decision shall expire 36 months after the date of conclusion of the financing 

agreement referred to in Article 3(3). However, it shall expire six months after the date of 

its entry into force if no agreement has been concluded within that period. 

Done at …, … 

 For the Council 

 The President 

 


