EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 10 June 1999
THE COUNCIL

9016/99
LIMITE
UD 64
NOTE '
from : French, German, Italian and United Kingdom delegations and the European
Commission
to : Working Party on Economic Questions (Customs Union)
Subject : (7 initiative on standardisation and simplification of customs procedures
Introduction

At its meetings on 9 and 16 March 1999 the Working Party welcomed and supported the G 7
initiative on standardization and simplification of customs procedures and took note of the results of

the negotiations so far.

Objective

The French, German, Italian and United Kingdom delegations as well as the European Commission
invite the Economic Questions Group (Customs Union) to endorse the progress which has been

achieved since then at G 7 level (see Annexes 1 through 3).

! The Annexes will be provided in English only.
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Introduction

Annex 1 (column IM) contains the maximum list of data which may be required for "ordinary"
goods being imported for home use. One portion thereof (Annex 1, column CR) contains the data
elements which are considered necessary to decide whether the goods should be released under a
two-stage simplified procedure.

The data elements which should be contained in a summary declaration for import are shown at

Annex 2.

In order to facilitate the evaluation of these data sets (Annexes 1 and 2), Annex 3 features a
compilation of all those data elements which may/must currently be required (whether in the
single administrative document or the customs value declaration DV 1) at importation for home use
under the customs law at present in effect in the Community (normal procedure), but which are not

contained in the G 7 import data sets. Please find the legend to the lists in Annex 4.

Outlook

The G7 Technical Working Group (TWG) intends to develop electronic messages using the UN
EDIFACT standards on the basis of the data sets referred to in Annexes 1 and 2. This work will be
pursued as a priority, beginning with the meeting of the TWG from 17 to 21 May 1999.
Deliberations are continuing on the export data sets as well as on the data set for the transit
procedure. The Council's Working Group will be kept comprehensively informed of further

progress.

Working principles

The results obtained at G 7 level are based on the following considerations:

1. The data sets will be used exclusively in the framework of a new category of simplified

procedures for the use of which the competent authorities may issue an authorisation.
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2. These procedures are applicable only to "ordinary" goods, a concept which has not yet been
conclusively defined. The general opinion so far has been that these are goods for which there
are no particular reporting requirements (such as for example certain goods subject to
prohibitions and restrictions), for which there is no particular risk of fraud and which are not

subject to any kind of special surveillance (for example for reasons of trade policy).

3. The intention is to draw up data sets for electronic customs declarations which the

administrations will process electronically.

4. Tt is the aim that traders are to report data to the administration only once. For example, the
administration could employ electronic data processing to use the data which have been supplied

in a summary customs declaration for the purposes of clearing the goods for home use.

5. Each data set (see Annexes 1 and 2) will be transposed in a standard electronic message used

by all G7 states.

6. Each G 7 state will decide for itself whether and to what extent the data actually required to be
reported can be reduced further. The data sets agreed represent a maximum list; less is always

permissible.

7. A more intensive, computer-supported risk analysis, accompanied and/or supplemented by
prompt, selective auditing is to be used to reduce the volume of reporting regularly required of

businesses for the purposes of customs declarations.

8. When checks are made (either at random or when irregularities are suspected) the
administrations may at any time require further details (even in excess of the maximum data

sets).

9. Other customs procedures, including simplified ones, remain unaffected and may continue to

be used.
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Annex 4

G7 data base legend

Legend for all documents ,,G7 data base ...“.

All Excel-documents are written in Excel Version 7.0.

The understructure of the G7 data base is the United Nations Trade Data Elements Directory 1993. Adjustments to
younger versions of the UNTDED are not intended.

Sec - section of data elements

a - commodity/shipment identifiers

b - duty/tax calculation

c - general

d - country/place/location

e - persons parties

f - transport information

g - value/commercial transaction information

G7 data base X.X:

C - core data element in use

(0] optional data element in use

? - use of this data element is still to be discussed (former ,,bracketed™)

Code - Code for used data elements, usually UNTDED

Name - Name of used data elements, usually UNTDED
(Amendments bracketed ,, [ ] *)

Definition - Definition of used data element, usually UNTDED

(Amendments bracketed ,, [ ] “, eventually original UNTDED underlined, underlined
passages not valid any more)

CRI - cargo report import
CR - cargo release import
M - import

TR - transit

CRE - cargo report export
EX - export

UK - United Kingdom

F - France

I - Italy

G - Germany

C - Canada

J - Japan

uUs - United States of America

Comments in G7 data base X.X:

# Definition required from the named country(ies)

SAD  Single Administrative Document

Q to be discussed because of questions of the named country(ies)
coded refers to a coded version

uncoded refers to an uncoded version

AP

refers to an Action Point
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