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Lipica Conclusions 

Measuring the Impact of Sport: From Economic to Social Perspectives 

Information from Slovenia 

Slovenia would like to inform the Council of the EU about the outcomes of Peer Learning Activity 

(PLA) held in Lipica, Slovenia, in February 2026, on advancing the economic and social impact of 

sport across the EU. 

The PLA followed after a high-level event attended by Slovenian Minister of the Economy, 

Tourism and Sport, Mr. Matjaž Han, and European Commissioner, Mr. Glenn Micallef, who 

reaffirmed that the way sport is organised in Europe produces economic and social benefits which 

go well beyond the competitive successes at major competitions. 

Over the course of two days Lipica hosted over 100 experts from 25 EU Member States, alongside 

representatives from 19 international organisations and 15 national sports stakeholders. This event 

has made a notable contribution to the ongoing European discussion surrounding the systematic 

measurement of the economic and social impacts of sport. 
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The discussions held in Lipica reaffirmed that sport generates significant economic, social, health 

and community value, which is not yet fully or consistently captured across EU Member States. 

This limits the importance and visibility of sport’s contribution in policymaking and investment 

decisions, including at the EU level. 

Building on the work of the EU Task Force on Harmonised Sport Statistics and the progress 

achieved with national Sport Satellite Accounts (SSAs), participants in Lipica underlined the 

importance of moving towards a more coherent and coordinated EU approach to measuring the 

impact of sport. 

In particular, Lipica Conclusions, as the main written outcome of discussions in Lipica, endorsed by 

participants in a subsequent written procedure, highlight the following key areas for future work:  

• Strengthening the economic measurement of sport 

• Advancing the measurement of social impact 

• Developing a pragmatic EU approach to social value, and 

• Promoting coordination and capacity building at EU level.  

Lipica Conclusions underline that strengthening the evidence base on sport is essential for informed 

policymaking and investments to sport. A more systematic and coherent approach will enable a 

clearer assessment of sport’s contribution to key EU priorities, including public health, social 

inclusion, employment, education and economic growth, thus contributing to EU’s main political 

agenda on competitiveness. 

Slovenia invites EU Member States and the European Commission to take note of Lipica 

Conclusions and support further work towards a coordinated EU approach to measuring the 

economic and social value of sport. A full text of Lipica Conclusions is available in the annex to 

this note. 
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