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- Statements 
  

STATEMENTS FOR THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL 

Statement by Austria 

Austria is willing to endorse the proposed approach, but must point out that, for constitutional 

reasons, the Partnership Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one 

part, and the Members of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States, of the other 

part, can apply provisionally under international law only from the date on which it notified the 

General Secretariat of the Council of the European Union, as the depositary of the Agreement, of 

the completion of its internal procedures governing the entry into force of the Agreement. 
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Statement by Poland 

The draft post-Cotonou agreement is incompatible with the Treaty on European Union, the Treaty 

on the Functioning of the European Union and the Charter of Fundamental Rights to the extent that 

it replaces the principle of "equality between women and men" expressed in the Treaties with a non-

treaty expression "gender equality". Where the agreement refers to "gender equality", Poland will 

interpret this principle as the principle of equality between women and men, in accordance with art. 

2 and 3 TEU and art. 23 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. In addition, Poland understands the 

wording "gender" contained in this agreement, and absent in the Treaties, as "sex", in accordance 

with art. 10, art. 19 sec. 1 and art. 157 sec. 2 and 4 of the TFEU. 

Poland understands reproductive rights and others derived, synonymous or similar to it, solely 

actions that can aim to directly support and save health and human life, and therefore opposes 

deriving abortion and the use of contraception from it as forms of promoting health, family planning 

or guaranteeing human rights. Abortion is not a human right, but is instead a form of deprivation of 

the right to life. 

With regard to so-called "sexuality education," Poland understands it to mean age- and content-

appropriate education in accordance with the appropriate Polish law and curricula based on it. 

Statement by Portugal 

on the provisional application of the Partnership Agreement between the European Union 

and its Member States, of the one part, and the members of the Organization of African, 

Caribbean and Pacific States, of the other part 

In the respect of the principle of division of competences between the European Union and its 

Member States, as defined by the Treaties, the Council Decision authorizing the signature and 

provisional application of the Partnership Agreement between the European Union and its Member 

States, of the one part, and the Members of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific 

States, of the other part, does not affect the autonomy of the Portuguese Republic decision-making 

on international matters of its exclusive competence, which commitments depend on the completion 

of internal approval procedures, in accordance with constitutional principles and rules. 

 


