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NOTE

From: German delegation

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland)
No. prev. doc.: 7736/20

Subject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the
German internal borders in accordance with Articled 25 and 27 of
Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code on the rules governing the
movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 15 May 2020 regarding the prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls by
Germany between 16 May and 15 June 2020.
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Dear Colleagues,

The checks at the internal borders with Austria, Switzerland, France, Luxembourg, Denmark, Italy
and Spain, which were temporarily reintroduced on 16 March 2020 on the basis of Article 28 of
Regulation (EU) 2016/399 and later expanded, have helped break the chains of infection and
contain the spread of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2.

In the Federal Republic of Germany, the spread of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 has so far been
successfully slowed down by implementing many national restrictions on public life and social
contacts. A great deal has been achieved in Europe and around the world to contain the spread of
SARS-CoV-2, too.

The downward trend in the number of COVID-19 cases made it possible to agree on 6 May 2020 to
take cautious steps towards returning to normal life in Germany.

Our neighbouring countries and other European partners are considering relaxing or have already
started to relax restrictions to varying degrees as well.

But this epidemiological trend is still fragile. The next gradual steps must therefore continue to be
guided by the objective of containing the pandemic. Moreover, we have the obligation to do
everything possible to overcome the pandemic once and for all.

After careful consideration, and in consultation with the neighbouring countries concerned,
effective 16 May 2020, we will continue the temporary checks at the borders with Austria,
Switzerland, France, Denmark, Italy and Spain until 15 June 2020 under a new set of legal
provisions. This decision is based on Articles 25 and 27 of the Schengen Borders Code and affects
the same time period as the renewed recommendation of the European Commission of 8 May 2020
to continue restricting entry from non-EU countries and the worldwide travel warning of the Federal
Foreign Office for non-essential tourist travel (currently applicable until 14 June 2020). I also refer
to my previous letters of 15, 19 and 25 March 2020 as well as of 14 April 2020 and 4 May 2020,
setting out the reasons for border checks and announcing their extension based on Articles 25 and
27 of the Schengen Borders Code. Given positive developments in the epidemiological situation,
the temporary checks at the border with Luxembourg will end on 15 May 2020 in consultation with
Luxembourg.

Considering the positive trend, we can adjust our approach to checks at the borders with our
neighbouring countries (Austria, Switzerland, France and Denmark). We will reopen all cross-
border traffic routes as quickly as possible. In addition, from 16 May 2020 the Federal Police will
no longer conduct systematic checks at the land and air borders with these countries, but will only
carry out flexible random checks. Further, pragmatic solutions for any additional exceptions to the
travel restrictions and any easing of checks at the borders (in particular for family-related and
personal reasons) will be discussed with the neighbouring countries in various formats.
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We seek to end all border checks — introduced due to the spread of the coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 —
on 15 June 2020, if the development of the pandemic allows it.

Please rest assured that we will carefully monitor the developments and discuss and coordinate our
actions with the countries concerned through the numerous European and bilateral channels.

This step-by-step approach taking into account the situation at hand is in line with the Joint
European Roadmap towards lifting COVID-19 containment measures presented by the European
Commission and the Council. Measures (to relax restrictions) taken in Germany and in the other
neighbouring countries are also taken into account.

In view of the precarious pandemic situation worldwide, Germany will follow the European
Commission’s recommendation to continue temporary restrictions on entry from non-EU countries
until 15 June 2020 (COM(2020) 222 final of 8 May 2020).

Yours sincerely,

(signed)
Horst Seehofer
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