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Subject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the

Spanish internal borders in accordance with Article 25 of Regulation (EU)
2016/399 on a Union Code on the rules governing the movement of
persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 19 April 2021 regarding prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls by

Spain at the borders with Portugal between 1 April and 1 May 2021.
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TRANSLATION

Mr Margaritis Schinas
Vice-President of the
European Commission

Ms Ylva Johansson
Commissioner for Home Affairs
European Commission

Mr Jeppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen
Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union

Mr David Maria Sassoli
President of the European Parliament

The Ministers of Interior of the
EU Member States and Schengen Associated Countries

Madrid, April 15%, 2021

Dear Colleagues,

By letter dated 29th January 2021, I informed you of the reintroduction of controls at the
common internal land border with Portugal as of 31 January at 01:00, after consultations with the
Portuguese authorities. This measure was part of the serious restrictions on mobility imposed within
the territory of both Member States due to the epidemiological situation of the COVID-19, and has
been successively extended until 16th April at 00:59, as you haven been informed.

The epidemiological situation in Spain and Portugal makes it advisable to maintain the
preventive measures restricting mobility within the territory and, accordingly, after due consultation
with the Portuguese authorities, it has been decided to maintain the controls on the common internal
land border until 1% May 2021 (00.59 hours).

This extension is adopted pursuant to Article 25(3) of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on a Union Code on the rules governing
the movement of persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code). This measure is considered
proportionate to the seriousness of the situation and consistent with those adopted within the
Spanish territory.

Spain maintains its commitment to limit the duration of the internal border controls to what
is strictly necessary, and always in line with the measures adopted within the territory.

Y ours sincerely,

Fernando Grande-Marlaska Gomez

Minister of Interior
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