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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Delegations 

Subject: ClientEarth Request for internal review under Title IV of the Aarhus 
Regulation in relation to Council Regulation (EU) 2022/109 of 27 January 
2022 fixing for 2022 the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and 
groups of fish stocks applicable in Union waters and for Union fishing 
vessels in certain non-Union waters 

  

Delegations will find attached additional annexes to the note on the above-mentioned subject, as 

received from ClientEarth. 
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               ANNEX I 

List of all TACs and stocks included in ClientEarth’s analysis comparing the agreed 

2022 TACs with the underlying ICES headline advice. This analysis covers both EU-only 

stocks for which the TACs are included in the Contested Act, and EU/UK shared stocks for which the 

Contested Act contains provisional TACs, whereas the final figures agreed between the EU and the UK are 

specified in the Agreed Written Record and the Commission’s proposal for the first amendment of the 

Contested Act.1 It excludes stocks for which the TAC and advice figures are not directly comparable due to a 

mismatch between the TAC and stock areas, as well as stocks falling under other processes such as 

negotiations with third countries other than the UK. 

Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Cod COD/03

AS. 

cod.27.21 EU 

only 

PA 0 97 Yes 1; 3; 5 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/8C

U25 

nep.fu.25 EU 

only 

MSY 0 1.7 Yes 2; 3 

Common 

sole 

SOL/7B

C. 

sol.27.7bc EU 

only 

PA 19 34 Yes 2; 3; 5 

Hake HKE/8C3

411 

hke.27.8c9a EU 

only 

PA 6947 7836 Yes 2; 3; 5 

                                                 
1 The analysis summarised in this Annex includes 60 TACs overall, including 20 which exceed the ICES headline advice and 40 that 

were set at or below this advice. Out of the 20 TACs exceeding the ICES headline advice, 8 refer to EU-only stocks, another 8 
to EU/UK shared stocks where both the final and the provisional TACs exceed the advice, and 4 to EU/UK shared stocks 
where the final TACs as specified in the Agreed Written Record exceed the advice, but the provisional TACs as included in 
the Contested Act do not. The Request for Internal Review covers all 8 EU-only TACs exceeding the ICES headline advice, 
as well as the 8 EU/UK shared stocks where both the final and the provisional TACs exceed the advice, i.e. 16 stocks. It also 
covers 6 further TACs which do not exceed the single-stock advice for those stocks themselves, but which – if fully exhausted 
– are projected (in mixed fisheries considerations and additional catch scenarios provided by ICES) to result in overshooting 
the single-stock advice and/or the TAC of one or more of the other 16 stocks covered by this Request for Internal Review. In 
total, this Request therefore covers 22 of the 60 TACs included in ClientEarth’s analysis. The methodology and scope used in 
this analysis is further described in ClientEarth’s report “Taking stock 2021 – are TACs set to achieve MSY?”, November 
2021. https://www.clientearth.org/latest/documents/taking-stock-2021-are-tacs-set-to-achieve-msy/.   

2 The TAC codes are taken from the Contested Act. 
3 These are the ICES stock codes identifying the different stocks. The references to the relevant ICES single-stock advice documents 

that the information in columns 4 and 5 of this table is taken from are provided in Annex 10 for all stocks covered by this 
Request for Internal Review, and can otherwise be found on the ICES website: https://www.ices.dk/advice/Pages/Latest-
Advice.aspx.  

4 This column identifies which process the respective TACs fall under, i.e. whether they are set by the Council of EU ministers directly 
(“EU only”) or negotiated between the EU and the UK (“EU/UK”). 

5 PA means the advice is based on the ICES precautionary approach; MSY means it is based on the ICES MSY approach; MAP means 
that the advice is based on FMSY ranges provided for in a multiannual plan; the figures specified in this table refer to the 
respective FMSY point value scenario from the respective ICES advice. 

6 This column specifies which of the 6 main tables listing the TACs covered by the different pleas in this Request for Internal Review 
present further detail on the respective TACs. 

https://www.clientearth.org/latest/documents/taking-stock-2021-are-tacs-set-to-achieve-msy/
https://www.ices.dk/advice/Pages/Latest-Advice.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/advice/Pages/Latest-Advice.aspx
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/9/3

411 

nep.fu.2627 

nep.fu.2829 

nep.fu.30 

EU 

only 

PA7 316 (0 + 266 

+ 50) 

355 Yes 2; 3; 5 

Pollack POL/8AB

DE.  

POL/08C

. 

POL/9/3

411 

pol.27.89a EU 

only 

PA 905 1851 

(1482 + 166 

+ 203) 

Yes 2; 3; 5 

Anglerfish ANF/8C3

411 

mon.27.8c9

a 

ank.27.8c9a 

EU 

only 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) 

3868 (1969 + 

1899) 

3868 Yes 6 

Common 

sole 

SOL/8AB

. 

sol.27.8ab EU 

only 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) 

2233 2233 Yes 6 

Four-spot 

megrim, 

megrim 

LEZ/8C3

411 

ldb.27.8c9a  

meg.27.8c9

a 

EU 

only 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) 

2445 (1892 + 

553) 

2445 Yes 6 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/03A

. 

nep.fu.3-4 EU 

only 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) 

14449 8501 Yes 6 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/8A

BDE. 

nep.fu.2324 EU 

only 

MSY 3880 3880 Yes 6 

Whiting WHG/08. whg.27.89a EU 

only 

PA 2276 2276 Yes 6 

Cod COD/5B

E6A 

cod.27.6a EU/U

K 

MSY 0 Provisional: 

320 

Yes 1; 4 

                                                 
7 The NEP/9/3411 TAC covers several stocks with separate ICES advice, and the advice for FUs 28-29 and FU 30 is based on the 

precautionary approach, whereas the advice for FUs 26-27 is based on the MSY approach and precautionary considerations. 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Final: 1279 

Cod COD/7X

AD34 

cod.27.7e-k EU/U

K 

MSY 0 Provisional: 

202 

Final: 644 

Yes 1; 4 

Whiting WHG/07

A. 

whg.27.7a EU/U

K 

MSY 0 Provisional: 

289 

Final: 721 

Yes 1; 4 

Northern 

prawn 

PRA/2A

C4-C 

pra.27.4a EU/U

K 

PA 0 Provisional: 

165 

Final: 990 

Yes 1; 4; 5 

Herring HER/7G-

K. 

her.27.irls EU/U

K 

MSY 0 Provisional: 

217 

Final: 869 

Yes 2; 4 

Cod COD/5W

6-14 

cod.27.6b EU/U

K 

PA 14 Provisional: 

19 

Final: 74 

Yes 2; 4; 5 

Herring HER/5B6

ANB  

HER/6A

S7BC 

her.27.6a7b

c 

EU/U

K 

PA 0 Provisional: 

1210 

(870 + 340) 

Final: 4840 

(3480 + 

1360) 

Yes 2; 4; 5 

Cod COD/07

A. 

cod.27.7a EU/U

K 

PA 74 Provisional: 

52 

Final: 206 

No 

(provisional 

TAC not 

above advice) 

NA 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Pollack POL/56-

14 

POL/07. 

pol.27.67 EU/U

K 

PA 3360 Provisional: 

2403 

(46 + 2357) 

Final: 8168 

(156+8012) 

No 

(provisional 

TAC not 

above advice) 

NA 

Undulate 

ray 

RJU/9-C. rju.27.9a EU/U

K 

PA 31 Provisional: 

12.5 

Final: 50 

No 

(provisional 

TAC not 

above advice) 

NA 

Anchovy ANE/9/3

411 

ane.27.9a EU 

only 

PA 15005 15005 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/3A/

BCD 

sol.27.20-24 EU 

only 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) 

723 723 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Horse 

mackerel 

JAX/09. hom.27.9a EU 

only 

MSY 143505 143505 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/8C

U31 

nep.fu.31 EU 

only 

MSY 20 20 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/7BC

. 

ple.27.7bc EU 

only 

PA 19 19 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/8/34

11 

ple.27.89a EU 

only 

PA 155 155 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Sole SOO/8C

DE34 

sol.27.8c9a EU 

only 

MSY 320 320 No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Anglerfish 

combined 

(white and 

ANF/07. 

ANF/8AB

mon.27.78a

bd 

EU/U

K 

MSY/PA 52936 

(34275+1866

Provisional: 

12085 

(9531+2554) 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

black-

bellied) 

DE. ank.27.78ab 1) Final: 52205 

(41173+1103

2) 

Boarfish BOR/678

- 

boc.27.6-8 EU/U

K 

PA 22791 Provisional: 

5745 

Final: 22791 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/07A

. 

sol.27.7a EU/U

K 

MSY 787 Provisional: 

188 

Final: 787 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/07D

. 

sol.27.7d EU/U

K 

MSY 2380 Provisional: 

1252 

Final: 2380 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/07E

. 

sol.27.7e EU/U

K 

MSY 1810 Provisional: 

477 

Final: 1810 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/7F

G. 

sol.27.7fg EU/U

K 

MSY 1337 Provisional: 

347 

Final: 1337 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Common 

sole 

SOL/7HJ

K. 

sol.27.7h-k EU/U

K 

PA 213 Provisional: 

70 

Final: 213 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Haddock HAD/07A

. 

had.27.7a EU/U

K 

MSY 3038 Provisional: 

843 

Final: 3038 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Haddock HAD/6B1

214 

had.27.6b EU/U

K 

MSY 5825 Provisional: 

2094 

Final: 5825 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Haddock HAD/7X7

A34 

had.27.7b-k EU/U

K 

MSY 15946 Provisional: 

3597 

Final: 15000 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Herring HER/07A

/MM 

her.27.nirs EU/U

K 

MSY 8455 Provisional: 

1835 

Final: 8455 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Megrim LEZ/07. 

LEZ/8AB

DE. 

meg.27.7b-

k8abd  

ldb.27.7b-

k8abd 

EU/U

K 

PA / MSY8 23831 

(867+22964) 

Provisional: 

4990 (4536 

+454) 

Final: 20786 

(18916+1870

) 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/07. nep.fu.19  

nep.fu.22  

nep.fu.2021  

nep.27.7out

FU  

nep.fu.14  

nep.fu.15  

nep.fu.16  

nep.fu.17 

EU/U

K 

MAP (FMSY 

ranges) / 

MSY / PA9 

19576 

(407+1257+

1978+150+8

35+11785+2

804+360) 

Provisional: 

4507 

Final: 17038 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/2A

C4-C 

nep.27.4out

FU nep.fu.7 

nep.fu.8 

EU/U

K 

PA / MSY10 25460 

(301+14803

+3216+2062

+1940+1570

Provisional: 

7631 

Final: 24268 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

                                                 
8 The LEZ/07. and LEZ/8ABDE. TACs cover two stocks with different advice basis. 
9 The NEP/07. TAC covers several functional units with different advice basis. 
10 The NEP/2AC4-C TAC covers several functional units with different advice basis. 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

nep.fu.9 

nep.fu.6 

nep.fu.5 

nep.fu.34 

nep.fu.10 

nep.fu.33 

+566+46+95

6) 

Norway 

lobster 

NEP/5B

C6. 

nep.fu.11 

nep.fu.12 

nep.fu.13 

nep.27.6ao

utFU 

EU/U

K 

MSY / PA11 12274 

(3853+3977

+(3607+628)

+209) 

Provisional: 

3736 

Final: 11862 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/07A

. 

ple.27.7a EU/U

K 

MSY 2747 Provisional: 

658 

Final: 2747 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/7DE

. 

ple.27.7d  

ple.27.7e 

EU/U

K 

MSY / PA12 9138 Provisional: 

4588 

Final: 9138 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/7FG

. 

ple.27.7f-g EU/U

K 

PA 1735 Provisional: 

432 

Final: 1735 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Plaice PLE/7HJ

K. 

ple.27.7h-k EU/U

K 

MSY 114 Provisional: 

34 

Final: 114 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

                                                 
11 The NEP/5BC6. TAC covers several functional units with different advice basis. 
12 The PLE/7DE. TAC covers two stocks with different advice basis. 
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Common 

species 

name 

TAC 

code(s)2 

Advice 

code(s)3 

Proce

ss4 

ICES 

advice 

basis5 

ICES advice 

in t 

Agreed TAC 

in t 

Covered by 

this Request 

for Internal 

Review? 

Relevant 

Tables 

with 

further 

detail6 

Small-eyed 

ray 

RJE/7FG rje.27.7fg EU/U

K 

PA 123 Provisional: 

31 

Final: 123 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Sprat SPR/7D

E. 

spr.27.7de EU/U

K 

MSY 2897 Provisional: 

362 

Final: 550 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Undulate 

ray 

RJU/7DE

. 

rju.27.7de EU/U

K 

PA 2552 Provisional: 

140 

Final: 234 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Undulate 

ray 

RJU/8-C. rju.27.8ab 

rju.27.8c 

EU/U

K 

PA 202 Provisional: 

8.25 

Final: 33 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Whiting WHG/56-

14 

whg.27.6b 

whg.27.6a 

EU/U

K 

MSY / PA13 4121 Provisional: 

234 

Final: 1800 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

Whiting WHG/7X

7A-C 

whg.27.7b-

ce-k 

whg.27.47d 

(7d part) 

EU/U

K 

MSY 2124414 Provisional: 

8352 

Final: 10696 

No (not above 

advice) 

NA 

 

 

                                                 
13 The WHG/56-14 TAC covers two stocks with different advice basis. 
14 The calculation for this stock, Celtic Sea whiting, is complicated by the fact that in addition to the Celtic Sea stock “whg.27.7b-ce-k”  
(catch advice: 4452 t), the TAC (WHG/7X7A-C) also includes a part of the North Sea stock assessed by ICES as a separate stock  
(stock code whg.47d, ICES (2021): Whiting (Merlangius merlangus) in Subarea 4 and Division 7.d (North Sea and eastern English  
Channel). ICES Advice: Recurrent Advice. Report. https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7885). The ICES advice corresponding to  
WHG/7X7A-C is therefore the sum of the advice for whg.27.7b-ce-k and the Eastern English Channel (area 7.d) part of the North Sea  
stock, whg.47d. This portion of the 7.d part within the overall North Sea advice was calculated as the proportion of the 7.d part of the  
human consumption fishery (HCF) of the total North Sea HCF, multiplied by the total North Sea catch, i.e. ((HCF in 7.d)/(HCF in  
4&7.d))*(Total catch NS) = (16229 t/85460 t)*88426 t = 16792 t. The 16229 t come from Table 6b (row for 2022), the 85460 t come from  
Table 2 (row “MSY approach: F = FMSY”) and the 88426 t is the total catch headline advice for the North Sea stock. This results in a total  
advice corresponding to WHG/7X7A-C of 4452 t + 16792 t = 21244 t. 

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7885
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