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COVER NOTE 

From: Mr Pedro COSTA PEREIRA, Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
of Portugal to the European Union 

date of receipt: 12 March 2026 

To: Ms Thérèse BLANCHET, Secretary-General of the Council of the 
European Union 

Subject: Committee of the Regions 

- Proposal for the appointment of ten Portuguese members and ten 
Portuguese alternate members 

 

Delegations will find attached a letter, and its translation, on the proposal for the appointment of ten 

Portuguese members and ten Portuguese alternate members of the European Committee of the 

Regions for the period 2025-2030. 

 

Encl. IM 2549 2026 
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ANNEX 

 

 

PORTUGUESE 

REPUBLIC 

 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATION OF PORTUGAL 

TO THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 

Brussels, 10 March 2026 

Nomination of Portuguese members of the European Committee of the Regions for the 

remainder of the five-year term 2025-2030 

Dear Secretary-General, 

I have the honour of forwarding the names of the municipal representatives nominated as 

Portuguese members of the Committee of the Regions, following the 2025 municipal elections. 

Members 

- Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Lisboa (Mayor of Lisbon); 

- Hugo Manuel dos Santos Martins, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Odivelas (Mayor of 

Odivelas); 

- Inês de Saint-Maurice Esteves de Medeiros Victorino de Almeida, presidente da Câmara 

Municipal de Almada (Mayor of Almada); 

- João Vasconcelos Barros Rodrigues, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Braga (Mayor of 

Braga); 

 

 

 

 

 

Thérèse Blanchet 

Secretary-General 

Council of the European Union 

BRUSSELS 

DJ/mab 
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- José Manuel Gonçalves, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Peso da Régua (Mayor of Peso 

da Régua); 

- Luís António da Encarnação, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Lagoa (Algarve) (Mayor 

of Lagoa, Algarve); 

- Luís Filipe Menezes Lopes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Gaia (Mayor of Gaia); 

- Luísa Maria Neves Salgueiro, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Matosinhos (Mayor of 

Matosinhos); 

- Maria Helena Teodósio Gomes de Oliveira, presidente da Câmara Municipal de 

Cantanhede (Mayor of Cantanhede); 

- Vasco Ilídio Alves Cordeiro, member of the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous 

Region of the Azores. 

Alternate members 

- Amadeu Albertino Marques Soares Albergaria, presidente da Câmara Municipal de 

Santa Maria da Feira (Mayor of Santa Maria da Feira); 

- Carlos Manuel Martins Condesso, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Figueira de Castelo 

Rodrigo (Mayor of Figueira de Castelo Rodrigo); 

- Filomena Pascoal Sintra, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Castro Marim (Mayor of 

Castro Marim); 

- Gonçalo Nuno Bértolo Gordalina Lopes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Leiria 

(Mayor of Leiria); 

- Hélio Jorge Simões Fazendeiro, presidente da Câmara Municipal da Covilhã (Mayor of 

Covilhã); 

- Inácio José Ludovico Esperança, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Vila Viçosa (Mayor 

of Vila Viçosa); 

- João Carlos Ferreira Valério, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Oliveira de Frades 

(Mayor of Oliveira de Frades); 

- José Carlos das Dores Zorrinho, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Évora (Mayor of 

Évora); 
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- Pedro Miguel Mouro Lourenço, presidente da Câmara Municipal de São Pedro do Sul 

(Mayor of São Pedro do Sul); 

- Sónia Isabel Fernandes Sanfona Cruz Mendes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de 

Alpiarça (Mayor of Alpiarça). 

I also enclose the Resolution of the Council Ministers regarding the nomination of the 

members, and the respective Annex IIs. 

 

(Complimentary close) 

 

 

 

Pedro Costa Pereira 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 
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OFFICIAL 

GAZETTE 

PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

Resolution of the Council of Ministers No 49/2026 

Summary: Proposal to the Council of the European Union of new members representing the 

Portuguese municipalities within the Committee of the Regions for the remainder of the 

five-year term 2025-2030, on the basis of the 2025 municipal elections. 

The Committee of the Regions of the European Union (‘Committee’) is an advisory body empowered 

to issue opinions in the context of the mandatory and optional rights of consultation laid down in the 

Treaties and, on its own initiative, whenever it deems it appropriate. 

Under Article 300(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the 329 members of 

the Committee and their alternates are elected representatives of the regional and local bodies of the 

27 Member States of the European Union. They must hold an electoral mandate at regional or local 

level and be politically accountable to an elected assembly; they represent the interests of the relevant 

authorities before the Council of the European Union, the European Commission and the European 

Parliament, and are appointed for a five-year term of office by the Council of the European Union on 

a proposal from their respective Member States. 

Each Member State is represented by a national delegation, in which the number of members is 

determined by the population of the country concerned, and reflects the political, geographical, 

regional and local balances in that country. 

In Portugal, the nomination procedure for its delegation must comply with the criteria set out in 

Resolution of the Assembly of the Republic No 1/94 of 25 January 1994. 

In accordance with this resolution, the Assembly of the Republic recommends that, when nominating 

Portugal’s representatives, the government consider, on the one hand, the representation of each of 

the autonomous regions, after hearing their respective government bodies, and, on the other hand, the 

representation of elected local officials, subject to prior consultation with the National Association of 

Portuguese Municipalities, in the latter case taking into account the political representativeness of the 

elected mayors and the plural expression of that representativeness, in accordance with the principle 

of proportionality and in keeping with the d’Hondt system. 

Thus, in line with these criteria, the national delegation to the Committee of the Regions of the 

European Union is composed of one representative from each autonomous region and 

10 representatives from municipalities. 

In accordance with the above, and in view of the results of the municipal elections that took place on 

12 October 2025, the terms of office of the 10 representatives of Portuguese municipalities, pursuant 

to Resolution of the Council of Ministers No 133/2024 of 9 October 2024, will end with the 

termination of the mandate on which their appointment was based. 

It is therefore necessary to make new nominations that ensure that Portugal is properly represented 

within the Committee and, to that end, the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities was 

consulted in accordance with the terms of Resolution of the Assembly of the Republic No 1/94 of 

25 January 1994. 
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The mandates on the basis of which the autonomous regions are represented, under Resolution of the 

Council of Ministers No 133/2024 of 9 October 2024, as amended by Resolution of the Council of 

Ministers No 108/2025 of 10 July 2025 and corrected by Corrigendum No 36/2025/1 of 

7 August 2025, are unaffected. 

Consequently: 

In accordance with Article 199(g) of the Constitution, taking into account the rules set out in 

Resolution of the Assembly of the Republic No 1/94 of 25 January 1994, and accepting the proposal 

of the National Association of Portuguese Municipalities, the Council of Ministers hereby resolves 

to: 

1 – Propose to the Council of the European Union that the following representatives of the National 

Association of Portuguese Municipalities be appointed members of the Committee of the Regions for 

the remainder of the current five-year term (2025-2030): 

(a) Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Lisboa (Mayor of Lisbon); 

(b) Hugo Manuel dos Santos Martins, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Odivelas (Mayor of 

Odivelas); 

(c) Inês de Saint-Maurice Esteves de Medeiros Victorino de Almeida, presidente da Câmara 

Municipal de Almada (Mayor of Almada); 

(d) João Vasconcelos Barros Rodrigues, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Braga (Mayor of 

Braga); 

(e) José Manuel Gonçalves, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Peso da Régua (Mayor of Peso da 

Régua); 

(f) Luís António da Encarnação, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Lagoa (Algarve) (Mayor of 

Lagoa, Algarve); 

(g) Luís Filipe Menezes Lopes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Gaia (Mayor of Gaia); 

(h) Luísa Maria Neves Salgueiro, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Matosinhos (Mayor of 

Matosinhos); 

(i) Maria Helena Teodósio Gomes de Oliveira, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Cantanhede 

(Mayor of Cantanhede); 

(j) Vasco Ilídio Alves Cordeiro, member of the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region 

of the Azores. 

2 – Propose to the Council of the European Union that the following representatives of the National 

Association of Portuguese Municipalities be appointed alternate members of the Committee of the 

Regions for the remainder of the current five-year term (2025-2030): 

(a) Amadeu Albertino Marques Soares Albergaria, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Santa Maria 

da Feira (Mayor of Santa Maria da Feira); 

(b) Carlos Manuel Martins Condesso, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Figueira de Castelo 

Rodrigo (Mayor of Figueira de Castelo Rodrigo); 

(c) Filomena Pascoal Sintra, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Castro Marim (Mayor of Castro 

Marim); 

(d) Gonçalo Nuno Bértolo Gordalina Lopes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Leiria (Mayor of 

Leiria); 
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(e) Hélio Jorge Simões Fazendeiro, presidente da Câmara Municipal da Covilhã (Mayor of 

Covilhã); 

(f) Inácio José Ludovico Esperança, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Vila Viçosa (Mayor of 

Vila Viçosa); 

(g) João Carlos Ferreira Valério, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Oliveira de Frades (Mayor of 

Oliveira de Frades); 

(h) José Carlos das Dores Zorrinho, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Évora (Mayor of Évora); 

(i) Pedro Miguel Mouro Lourenço, presidente da Câmara Municipal de São Pedro do Sul (Mayor 

of São Pedro do Sul); 

(j) Sónia Isabel Fernandes Sanfona Cruz Mendes, presidente da Câmara Municipal de Alpiarça 

(Mayor of Alpiarça). 

3 – Order that this resolution enter into force on the day following that of its publication. 

Presidency of the Council of Ministers, 12 February 2026. – The Prime Minister, Luis Montenegro. 
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