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NOTE 

From: Austrian delegation 

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee 

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland) 

No. prev. doc.: 7189/20 

Subject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the Austria border in 
accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code 
on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders 
(Schengen Borders Code) 

  

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council 

on 14 April 2020 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Austria also at the 

border with Slovakia and Czechia between 10 and 27 April 2020. 
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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

Internal border controls: Developments related to "2019 new coronavirus” 

 

Dear Vice-President of the Commission! 

Dear Commissioner! 

Dear President of the European Parliament! 

Dear Secretary-General of the Council!  

Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

 

 

The rapid spread of the SARS-CoV-2 disease in many European countries is alarming; the number 

of contaminations and deaths increases across Europe from day to day. Austria also continues to 

face increasing numbers of cases. This steady development is worrying and requires strong action, 

which also applies to the limitation of public life. Recently, as from the 6th April 2020, in Austria the 

obligatory wearing of mechanic protection devices in super markets and drug stores/drug store 

markets was introduced. 

As from next week, this obligatory wearing will be extended to public transport. 

 

Further steps must also be taken in order to slow the progressive spread as far as possible and in 

order to counteract a serious threat to public order or internal security in the sense of the 

Schengen Border Code. 

 

With this in mind, as the competent supreme authority of the Republic of Austria, on the basis of 

Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code), I have therefore ordered the 

reintroduction of border controls at the Austrian national border with the Slovak Republic and the 

Czech Republic,  starting from 10th April until 27th April included. 

 

Austria is constantly assessing the development of the situation and these measures are 

continuously coordinated with the countries concerned. The control modalities are such that they 

are proportionate to the situation. 
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