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Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 16 March 2020 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Germany at the borders

with Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Austria and Switzerland between 16 and 25 March 2020.
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Berlin, 15 March 2020

Dear Colleagues,

The rapid spread of the coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) in many European countries is
alarming. It will lead to disruptions in all European countries and societies and
demand considerable efforts from all of us over the coming months.

In view of the rapid increase in infections, our common goal must be to identify as
garly as possible persons who have travelled from high-risk areas and persons
showing signs of infection, and then to prevent the spread of the infection as much as
possible by imposing medical measures. This is also intended to slow the spread of
the coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2).

In Germany, we have already taken numerous national measures in various areas, in
line with the International Health Regulations and the Protection against Infection Act
{Infektionsschutzgesetz). Further steps are sure to follow.

Despite the great importance of border-free travel within the Schengen area, | am
convinced that the temporary reintroduction of border control at our internal borders
is necessary, as an additional measure to stem and slow the spread of the virus.

In view of this, | have decided to make use of the option to temporarily reintroduce
border control at the internal borders in accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU)
2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code) at the land borders with Denmark, Luxembourg,
France, Switzerland and Austria, effective from 16 March 2020 at 08:00, for an initial
period of ten days. The Federal Republic of Germany reserves the right to determine
border-crossing points for border checks.

The flow of goods across borders should remain largely unimpeded. The same
applies to cross-border commuters until 17 March 2020 without proof that they have
a job in another country. Thereafter, they should provide proof of such a job in order
to be able to cross the border. Other unnecessary trips into and out of high-risk areas
will no longer be permitted.

In order to protect public health, persons suspected of infection with the coronavirus
may be refused entry, on a case-by-case basis. To avoid the unconfrolled spread of
the coronavirus, such persons would be transferred to the responsible authorities of
the neighbouring country in an orderly manner.
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Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Switzerland and Austria have already been informed
of the temporary reintroduction of border control at the intemal borders.

Please rest assured that border control at the intemal borders will only be camied out
to the extent necessary, and that the border authorities will work particularty closely
with the regional health authorities in the German border areas and with their foreign
partner authorities.

Yours sincerely
(signed)
Horst Seehofer
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