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NOTE 

From: German delegation 

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee 

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland) 

Subject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the German borders with 
Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Austria, IItaly, Spain and Switzerland in 
accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code 
on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders 
(Schengen Borders Code) 

  

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council 

on 19 March 2020 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Germany at the borders 

with Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Austria. Italy, Spain and Switzerland between 19 and 28 

March 2020. 
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Courtesy Translation 

 

Horst Seehofer 

Federal Minister of the Interior, Building and Community 

Alt-Moabit 140, 10557 Berlin 

Phone: +49 (0)30 18 681-11000 

E-mail: Minister@bmi.bund.de 

Internet: www.bmi.bund.de 

 

 

Mr Margaritis Schinas 

Vice-President of the 

European Commission  

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Ms Ylva Johansson 

Commissioner for Home Affairs 

European Commission  

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

Mr Jeppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen 

Secretary-General of the Council of the European Union  

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels  

BELGIUM 

 

Mr David Maria Sassoli  

President of the European Parliament 

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

BELGIUM 

 

The Ministers of Home Affairs of the  

EU and Schengen countries 

 

 

 

Berlin, 18 March 2020 

 

Dear ladies and gentlemen,  

 

In view of the continuing rapid spread of the coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) in many European 

countries, and further to my letter of 15 March 2020, I find myself obliged to extend the temporary 

reintroduction of internal border control to include the air borders with Austria, Switzerland, 

France, Luxembourg, Denmark, Italy and Spain, as well as the sea borders with Denmark, effective 

from 19 March 2020. Border control at these internal borders is being reintroduced for the reasons 

set out in the aforementioned letter, and on the basis of Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 

(Schengen Borders Code), for an initial period of ten days. 

 

mailto:Minister@bmi.bund.de
http://www.bmi.bund.de/
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The European Commission’s “COVID-19 Guidelines for border management measures to protect 

health and ensure the availability of goods and essential services” [C(2020) 1753 final], dated 

16 March 2020, will be taken into account in this measure. 

 

With regard to temporary border control at the land borders with Denmark, Luxembourg, France, 

Switzerland and Austria, from 20 March 2020 it will only be permissible to cross the border at the 

border crossings specified in the attached list. These border crossings will be published on the 

website of the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Community (www.bmi.bund.de). 

Given the dynamic nature of developments, the Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and 

Community reserves the right to make changes to this list of border crossings. In exceptional cases 

of severe disruption to traffic, and in order to maintain the movement of goods across borders, the 

Federal Police may respond to the situation by allowing borders to be crossed at other cross-border 

transport connections. 

 

Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Switzerland, Austria, Italy and Spain have already been informed 

of the temporary reintroduction of border control at the internal borders.  

 

Please rest assured that border control at these internal borders will only be carried out to the extent 

necessary, and that every effort will be made to allow goods to move largely unimpeded across 

borders. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

(signed) 

Horst Seehofer 
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