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NOTE 

From: Austrian delegation 

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee 

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland) 

Subject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the Austrian land border 
with Italy in accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a 
Union Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across 
borders (Schengen Borders Code) 

  

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council 

on 12 Match 2020 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Austria at the land 

border with Italy between 11 and 20 March 2020. 
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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

Internal border controls: Developments related to "2019 new coronavirus” 

 

Dear Vice-President of the Commission! 

Dear Commissioner! 

Dear President of the European Parliament! 

Dear Secretary-General of the Council!  

Ladies and gentlemen! 

 

The Austrian Federal Government has analyzed in detail the developments of the last days in 

connection with the spread of the new coronavirus COVID-19. The increases in disease and death 

rates are rising significantly throughout Europe. Among the European countries, Italy has so far 

been the most affected country, with very serious growth rates of COVID-19 disease. In Austria the 

number of cases is rising too. These developments give cause for concern. 

 

In this light, it is necessary to take all available measures to contain the further spread of the 

coronavirus in Austria and to counter a serious threat to public policy or public security as defined 

in the Schengen Borders Code.  

 

According to Article 28 of the Schengen Borders Code, internal border controls may be 

immediately reintroduced by a Member State in the event of unforeseen circumstances. Due to 

current developments and the resulting threat to Austria, the Republic of Austria is taking measures 

to reduce the growth rates of COVID-19 in Austria as efficiently as possible. 

 

On that note, as the competent supreme authority of the Republic of Austria, I have therefore 

ordered internal border controls at the Austrian land border with Italy as of 11 March 2020 for an 

initial period of ten days on the basis of Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders 

Code).  

 

This measure has been coordinated with Italy. Austria is continuously assessing the development of 

the situation and will design the control modalities in such a way that they are proportionate to the 

situation. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
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