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NOTE

From: Austrian delegation

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland)

Subject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the Austrian borders with
Switzerland and Liechtenstein in accordance with Article 28 of Regulation
(EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code on the rules governing the movement of
persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 16 March 2020 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Austria at the borders

with Switzerland and Liechtenstein between 14 and 23 March 2020.
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COURTESY TRANSLATION

Internal border controls: Developments related to '"2019 new coronavirus”

Dear Vice-President of the Commission!
Dear Commissioner!

Dear President of the European Parliament!
Dear Secretary-General of the Council!
Ladies and gentlemen!

Due to the unpredictability of the spread of SARS-CoV-2 disease and the increasing restrictions in
air and travel traffic, Austria has called for refraining from all unnecessary trips worldwide. In
addition to Iran, South Korea and Italy, travel warnings for France, Spain and Switzerland were
issued due to the current situation. In addition, quarantine was declared for individual areas in the
state of Tyrol.

In view of the current developments in connection with the spread of SARS-CoV-2 and the rapidly
and continuously increasing number of cases associated with it, the Austrian Federal Government
has decided, in accordance with the Schengen Borders Code, to take further measures to at least
slow down the progressive spread.

With this in mind, as the competent supreme authority of the Republic of Austria, I have therefore
ordered internal border controls at the Austrian national border with Switzerland and Liechtenstein
from 14 March 2020 for an initial period of ten days on the basis of Article 28 of Regulation (EU)
2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code).

This measure has been agreed with the countries concerned. Austria is constantly assessing the
development of the situation and will design the control modalities in such a way that they are
proportionate to the situation.
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