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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS OF 2023 AREAS FOR CONTINUED
IMPROVEMENT IN 2024

Strengthening avenues for
legal migration

A historic decision towards
a complete Schengen
area

s Agreement on the Pact, putting in Renewed Visa Suspension
= place a real EU migration policy Mechanism
N
M 15% more effective returns Comprehensive and reliable data
ﬁ (100 000) for EU situational awareness

ﬂ? EU Roadmap to fight drug Launch of Entry/Exit System

: ' trafficking and organised
E crime

e
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MIGRANT SMUGGLING: EU RESPONSE

Directive laying down

Global Alliance to Regulation on X
Counter Migrant enhancing police prigeum rules o prevent
.g . and counter the facilitation
Smuggling cooperation of unauthorised entry, transit
and stay
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COMPLETING THE SCHENGEN AREA

Bulgaria and Romania: Schengen accession from 31 March
»Full application of Schengen acguis and lifting of controls (air and sea |
Launch of Regional Cooperation Initiative on police cooperation

ncreased 1|:|! wments -:- .'.-:...-11._‘

Cooperation Frameworks

Croatia: Schengen accession since 1 January 2023 ,
ncreased cooperation incl doubled joint patrols with Slovenia

Hign migratory pressure - coondmnated acion

Ireland: first Schengen evaluation to verify readiness to
participate in remaining Schengen ocquis in 2024

'].‘. 3 B
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01 PROTECTION OF THE EU EXTERNAL BORDERS - JOINT MEASURES AND EU SUPPORT

L1 Reqular border crossings e N\ N >
million Frontex Frontex deployments:
2429 staff (end of 2023

© Positive EBCG evaluation
C Increased joint operations coordinated by Frontex

© Conclusion of new Frontex working arrangements and EU Status

Agreements with third countries

@ Entry into operation of the Entry/Exit System (oct 2024)

ffiﬁ‘&? Importance of systematic verification
i
f;f)}j} of fingerprints at external borders

| Some Member States delayed in their preparations
A Only 40% of checks in the Visa Information

System conducted with fingerprints ewusa 202
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I RREG U I_AR M I GRATI O N (::) Irregular Border Crossings - Jan-Dec 2022

Irreqular Border Crossings — Jan-Dec 2023

Irreqular border crossings @ Top nationalities using the route

+17%

Top 20 nationalities compared to 2022*

0 20000 40000 60000 80000 100000
Syr —p 105260 ) :
i Afghanistan, Syria,
Guinea — 21289
Iran
Afghanistan e 19902 =
servips] | e— 10331 Afghanistan, Iraq, w 18;
Tunisia 4o 17936 Ve Syria +56%
Céte d'lvoire —— 17707 ’l' “\
Morocco » 16015 '; \‘
Bangladesh 4= 14221 1 : i
Egypt — 12687 ) ! ’,—’ S Syria, Tgrk]ye,
Tirkiye 11836 \‘ ,I ,’ £ Afghamstan
gt ’ A Y
Pakistan & 10489 ’I \\
Mali — 0326 1 A
[ \
Gambia = memmmp 8808 ' 1
Burkina Faso e 8567 : :
Algeria - 7323 ‘\ l'
Sudan = wep 7173 ’,—"“-..‘ \‘ ’.-
Palestine® =, 7051 P \\\ s 4
Cameroon -y 6289 f’ “ ‘\-. ;’,
Eritrea - 6029 |I 1 “"-_.__..-"‘
Iraq | 5529 "‘ ,! P T T ee
\ ! ¢ Y
S ,’ ] [}
- e 5 1 i
ls,' \"'-.__,—" \‘-._—”
40 403 - 16915
+161% @ fre y +12% @ Syria, Afghanistan,
‘ i ) Palestine**
Senegal, Morocco, Mali @ Morocco, Algeria, Guinea, Tunisia,
*Source: DG HOME, based on Frontex data; the heads of the Syria Cote d'lvoire
fr.rf“}’]s show irregular bzuégezr crossings in 2023 while the *“This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestihe and is without
all shows cressings in ’ prejudice to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue.
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ASYLUM IN THE EU (2023)

1 144 000 asylum applications
+18%

——— 3/4 of applications lodged in

. A=
—— @)=
-_— —

* Source: ELIAA, - Recognition rates include refugee status, subsidiany protection and national forms of protection such as humanitarian status.
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01 THE SCHENGEN NEIGHBOURHOOD: DEVELOPMENTS AND ENGAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENTS IN THIRD COUNTRIES EU LIAISON OFFICERS DEPLOYED IN THIRD COUNTRIES (2023

Key role to prevent irregular departures and enhance

intelligence on security
* Increase exchange of information between national and EU Liaison Officers

Reinforce synergies for border/migration issues and for security purposes

*This designation shall nol be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is withoul prejudice Lo the individual positions of the Member Slates on this issue. These deparlures are likely mostly on
account of departures from Palestine before 7 October 2023
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RETURNS

A

100 000
Effective returns
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Targeted outreach at EU
level on readmission to
priority third countries

Voluntary return

Return of third-country
nationals posing a
security threat

Over 9000 returnees supported by the

Frontex Joint Reintegration Services

Action 2 Return Roadmap: Assisted voluntary return
and Joint return operations with Frontex

Action 5 Return Roadmap: Prioritising returns of

individuals posing a security threat
Practical guideline = systematic security check & special track
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01 TOWARDS A COMMON EU RETURN SYSTEM

oo \..-:[
||||| [‘

Use of the Schengen
Information System to
monitor and increase
returns

Closer links between
asylum and returns

Action 4 Return Roadmap: Mutual recognition
of retumn decisions

Best practices identified in the Pilot
Projects in Bulgaria and Romania
Joint issuance of asylum and return decisions

Action 3 Return Roadmap: Simultaneous issuance
of negative asylum and return decisions

13
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88 NEW REGIONAL COOPERATION INITIATIVES

Z888  Established regional cooperation..

Visegrad+

Ministerial Trilogue

... and launch of new initiatives

‘Whole-of-route’ cooperation  Establishing Border Security Task Force

E % Increased joint patrols
* HR-Si: doubled from [Jjfjin 2022 to [ilfin
2023
*  HU-SK-CZ:Hungarian police officers

conducting checks with Slovak and Czech
colleagues

: Enhanced exchange of information

&i™  « HR-IT-SI regular meetings of police chiefs
= format expanded to Western Balkans

A Readmission cooperation
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02 DRUG TRAFFICKING: CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

2.2

TRENDS (2023)

» Unprecedented increase of illicit drugs available in Europe 0‘
» Record cocaine seizures in specific ports

» Highly adaptable and professionalised criminal netwaorks :

Cocaine: Latin America — Europe

% Synthetic Drugs: Europe — Europe/World

EU Toolbox

il

European Ports

i

New EU Roadmap
to fight drug trafficking

@

2023 Schengen thematic

Agencies support
Frontex, Europol, Eurojust

\

Cooperation with

>

and organised crime Alliance evaluation third countries
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SCHENGEN GOVERNANCE

a Deficient border checks
& Limited capacities for return
Limitations to identify security threats

through SIS:
fingerprint functionality

2024 Schengen Scoreboard: main priorities

* Delays in the preparations for EES

QObstacles to exchange of
<—’ infermation: inadequate and not
automated Single Points of Contact

Schengen Council
- | First Schengen Barometer
Annual Schengen Scoreboard

Schengen Council:
Presidency Report on
state of implementation
of priorities

@optio?a by the Commission
LEEIPZY of the 2024 State of
Schengen Report

Schengen Council

September
2024

Schengen Council:
Discussion of the State
of Schengen report and
political endorsement of

K

2024 Schengen Scoreboard: Follow up

ﬁ Schengen Coordinator follow-up discussions and visits

Monitoring activities Schengen evaluation

17
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Thank you

Caveats Data provided by Frontex, EUAA, eu-LISA, Europol are provisional and therefore may differ from validated data published by Eurostat or national authorities. Discrepancies between different
data sources are possible due to dissimilar definitions and collection methodologies. The figures provided in this presentation should be understood as giving an estimation of the current situation in as

near to real time as possible.
. Data provided by Frontex, EUAA, eu-LISA, Europol may be incomplete for some indicators.

*  © European Union 2023

¢ Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not

owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders,
18
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