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NOTE 

From: Austrian delegation 

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee 

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland) 

No. prev. doc.: 5997/21 

Subject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the 
Austrian border in accordance with Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 
on a Union Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across 
borders (Schengen Borders Code) 

  

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council 

on 23 February 2021 regarding the prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls 

by Austria at the land border with Slovakia and Czech Republic between 28 February and 

29 March 2021. 
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COURTESY TRANSLATION 

Dear Vice-President of the Commission 

Dear Commissioner 

Dear President of the European Parliament 

Dear Secretary-General of the Council 

Dear colleagues 

In view of the continuing spread of the Corona virus SARS-CoV-2 and the virological changes 

caused by the new virus variants, the pandemic situation in Europe remains critical. 

In particular Austria’s neighbouring countries, the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic, have a 

particularly high infection pressure and continue to have very high numbers of new infections with 

a persistently high incidence. An improvement in the epidemiological situation in both countries 

could not yet be assessed. The situation remains worrying. 

Against this background, efforts to contain the Coronavirus must be stepped up and measures to 

slow the spread of the virus continued. 

This requires that measures must be continued at the Austrian internal border in order to hold back 

the cross-border spread of the pandemic in Austria as far as possible. 

With this in mind, as the competent supreme authority of the Republic of Austria, on the basis of 

Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code), I have therefore ordered the 

extension of border controls at the border with the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic for a 

further period of 30 days from the 28th of February until the 29th of March 2021 included. 

This measure has been coordinated with the Czech Republic as well as with the Slovak Republic 

and the control modalities are such that they are proportionate to the situation. 
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