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Till EU kommissionen och EUs ministerrad.
Vi skickar ett brev fran alfiskare och Alfonden vid Svenska Ostersjokusten. Med viktiga synpunkter
vad galler ytterligare restriktioner inom alfisket.

Med vanlig hilsning/Best regards

Sven Erik Tenghagen ordf Alfonden
sven.epoxia@telia.com

Hans Hansa Olofsson sekr.

tvillingaboden@telia.com
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ALFONDEN

ALKULTLI & SARASASSC

Sven Erik Tenghagen ordf sven.epoxia@tella.com
Hans Olofsson sakr tvillingaboden@telia.com

Alfonden startades 2008 av Aliskare sédra Sverige f6r att sitta ut glesdl i séidra Ostersjéin,
Tillsammans med sponsorer, privatpersoner och Europeiska fiskerifonden har
1 milj glasdlar fér 4 milj kronor satts ut

TILL EU Koemmissionen till EUs Ministerrdd!

NEJ TILL YTTERLIGARE ALFISKE—REGLEHINGAR | SVERIGE !
De ldnder som har hart reglerat ilfiske och &kat le kilbestand,
skall undantagas nya restriktioner.

Nu hotas fiske, immateriella kulturarv, beséksniringar och turism.
Vii Alfonden och lfiskare lings hela Svenska Ostersjokusten motsétter

oss Ministerradets forslag till skirpning av tre méanaders stoppet,

Detta féir att Sveriges ursprungliga Alférvaltningsplan med @ manaders

stopp och tre manaders fiske har fungerat val, speciellt for lekvandringen
mot Sargasso. Detta utan tillkommande tre m3naders stopp!

Vi menar ICES gor fel i sin radgivning. Exakt samma rad ges till alla linder
oberoende vilket skydd for &len olika lander redan skapat.

Till Sargasso 5020 ton-till fiske 100 ton. Alférvaltningen undervirderad
Kustalfisket i Sverige minskades fran 620 ton till 100 ton mellan 3r 2007-
2021 detta via Svenska Alférvaltningen

Denna minskning medfér att lekalbestindet Gkar mangdubbelt.

Detta lekalbestand var ca 3350 ton &r 2007 efter fiske. Ej riknat fritidsfiske*
Ar 2025 har lekslbestandet kat till 5020 ton.

Sv Ostersjén har minskat yrkesalfiske med 320 ton,

Sv Viastkusten stoppat fiske pa 200 ton , &r 2012 .

Véstkustens fiske var fiske pa uppvixande &l. Ingen &l hann viixa upp till lek-
mogen blankal. Bestandsanalytiker pa HAV och SLU angav tillvaxt pa 1150 ton
fram till ar 2025 pd vistkusten,

Svenska Ostersjons bestind 4r vetenskapligt uppmatt (Dekker&Sjaberg)

Till ovanstdende ca 200 ton utsatt A,

Ostersjén 3670 ton+Vistkusten 1150 ton + 200 ton utsatt 31=5020 ton

Alen skyddas till 98-99% lings Svenska kusten,
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Sverige har dnnu ej rapporterat Sv Vistkustens bestand.
Rapporterad fiskeridédllighet 0. Bestind na 0.
*Det nu férbjudna fritldsfiskets piverkan, 100-150 ton, har aldrig ber8knats av Sverige.

ICES borde vil forst undersika vilka I3nder som behéver rad?

Alla lander skall deltaga i ICES och Ministerradets Atgirder, for rattvisans skull ?
Detta biir mycket orattvist |

Sverige och de |3nder som redan minskat fisket, och 6kat lekilbestindet

har ej nagot kvar att ta av.

Sverige levererar redan 50 ggr mer 3l till Sargasso in vad fisket ger.

Nu hotas kulturarv, immateriella kulturarv, beséksniringar turism!
"Alakusten” | sédra Sverige har vuxit fram som ett regionalt, nationellt ach
internationellt begrepp.

Alen fiskas foradlas , den riks, tillagas i olika former. Stérre sdllskap
farhandsbestaller och kommer ned i kvallningen pa sk Alagille { eel event}.
Alfiskets historia berittas. Vad som hinder med alen. Atgarder som gors,
positiva resultat och negativa. Vi berattar om ny alforskning.

Alakusten har besékts av 142 nationer genocm aren,

Hela regionen lyfter ekonomiskt nar dlagille sdsongen startar pa hésten.
Ca 70 milj kr i flyg, taxi, Gvernattningar, kanferenser plus fler turistmal ete
"Alakustens kulturarvsférening” har accrediterats till UNESCOs ICH NGO Forum
i Paris som ,Immateriellt kulturary.

ALFONDEN

Alfonden som skriver detta brev startades 2008,

Verksamheten bestdr j att sdtta ut glas3l vid Sédra Ostersjan.

Drygt 1 milj glasal fér 4 milj kr finansierat av Alfisket, Sponsorer och Europeiska
fiskefonden,

Alfondens 3lfiskare har verkat inom den Svenska Alférvaltningsplanen.

Dock har vi motsatt oss forbud utanfér planen, tidigare tre man stopp och
kommande stopp.

Det svenska forbudet mot generations skifte inom alfisket har vi starkt
emotsatt oss. Och har, sen 10 ar, diskuterat detta med vira myndigheter.

Glasalsindex-Glasaisfiskets paverkan pi glasalsindex? {ICES advice 2021)
Nordsjdindex har varit lika stort som Europaindex mellan 1967-77 ca 100%
glasals invandring vardera. Nordsjén ligger lingst bort fran Sargasso och
paverkas mest av negativa férandringar.

Glasalsfisket 6kade fran 60 ton/ar till 1000 ton f4r 1977-87.
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Nordsjo index foll till 32% glaslsinvandring genomsnitt/10ar
Glasalsfisket fiskade 350 ton/ar 1987-97

Nordsjé index foll till 6,7% glasalsinvandring genomsnitt/104r
Glasalsfisket har fortsatt mot minskande index. idag 1-2% glasalsindeyx.

Paverkan vattenkraft och Industrietableringar

En mangd annan paverkan spelar ocks3 roll, svirare att mata.
Vattenkraften byggdes ut i Sverige och Europa, efter kriget framtill 1980talet.
Tusentals ton al dog i turbinerna pa sin vandring mot Sargasso. 100 tals
miljoner alyngel dog i fruktlss kamp att ta sig forbi dammvallarna

Hav och sjdar nyttjades allt mer industriellt med paverkan och
vattenfororeningar

Trots stora minskningar av utsl3pp pa fosfor och kvive, inom papper och
massaindustrin, dkar utbredningen av déda bottnar i Ostersjon.

Tidigare stora utsldpp hinner inte férsvinna i takt med att nya mindre
tillkommer,

Hotet fran skarv och sal. Manskligt skapad paradox.

Tva skyddade arter, sdl och skarv, hotar den tredje skyddade arte n, al.
Skarven dter ca 300- 400 ton &l per 3r, i svenska vatten.

Hur rycket i hela EU ?

Alfisket fiskade pa rintan, ej pa kapitalet

Fiskets paverkan? Fisket pa vuxen &1, skedde med 100-150% glasalsindex pa
1940-50-60 talen, med goda fingster och utan pétagliga minskningar i
bestindet,

Fisket bantades alltefter som glasalindex, bestand minskade och paverkans
faktorer dkade in pa 1970 talet.

Ca 40- 50% av det Svenska Ostersjd 3lfisket hade lagts ned fram till 2007, nar
Alfgrvaltnings planen startade.

Innan Alférvaltningsplanen , tog Svenska Ostersjé alfisket 15% av bestandet.
Idag ca 1-2%

Ministerradet och ICES bér ranka lindernas ataganden fér att skydda dlen
Bade glasalsfiske och fiske p3 vuxen al.

De lander som har ,hart reglerat alfiske och Gkat lekalbestind, skall
undantagas nya restriktioner.

Sven-Erik Tenghagen ordf Hans Qlofsson sekr
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To the European Commission and the EU Council of Ministers.

Please find enclosed a letter from eel fishers and the Eel Fund [Alfonden] on Sweden’s Baltic
coast. It contains important comments concerning further restrictions on eel fishing.

(Complimentary close)

Sven Erik Tenghagen, Chair of the Eel Fund
sven.epoxia@telia.com

Hans Hansa Olofsson, Secretary

tvillingaboden@telia.com
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THE EEL FUND

EEL CULTIVATION & THE SARGASSO SEA

Sven Erik Tenghagen, Chair sven.epoxia@telia.com

Hans Olofsson, Secretary villingaboden@telia.com

The Eel Fund was founded in 2008 by eel fishers in southern Sweden with the aim of releasing glass eels into
the South Baltic. In cooperation with sponsors, private individuals and the European Fisheries Fund, 1 million
glass eels have been released, corresponding to a sum of SEK 4 million

To the European Commission and the EU Council of Ministers:

NO TO FURTHER REGULATIONS ON EEL FISHING IN SWEDEN!
Those countries which have heavily regulated eel fishing and increased stocks of mature eels
need to | be exempt from the new restrictions.

Fishing, the intangible cultural heritage, the hospitality sector and tourism are now under
threat.

We in the Eel Fund, together with eel fishers along the entire Swedish Baltic coastline, oppose the
proposal of the Council of Ministers to tighten the three-month closure period.

This is because Sweden’s original eel management plan, which involves a nine-month closure and a
three-month fishing season, has worked well, in particular in respect of spawning migration to the
Sargasso Sea. This is without an additional three-month closure!

In our opinion, ICES’ advice is incorrect. The exact same advice is given to all countries regardless
of the measures each of them has already implemented in order to protect eels.

5 020 tonnes for the Sargasso Sea - 100 tonnes for fishing. Eel management undervalued
Coastal eel fishing in Sweden fell from 620 tonnes to 100 tonnes between 2007 and 2021 as a result
of the Swedish eel management plan.

This reduction means that stocks of mature eels are increasing many times over.

Those stocks of mature eels amounted to around 3 350 tonnes in 2007 after fishing. Not counting
recreational fishing*. By 2025, stocks of mature eels will have increased to 5 020 tonnes.

Sweden’s Baltic Sea region has reduced commercial eel fishing by 320 tonnes.

Sweden’s west coast region limited fishing to 200 tonnes in 2012.

Fishing on the west coast was for juvenile eels, none of which had the chance to grow into spawning
silver eels. According to stock analysts at HAV (Swedish Agency for Marine and Water
Management) and SLU (Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences), west coast stocks will have
increased to 1 150 tonnes by 2025.

Stocks in Sweden’s Baltic Sea region are measured scientifically (Dekker & Sjéberg).

In addition, approx. 200 tonnes of eels have been released.

Baltic Sea: 3 670 tonnes + west coast: 1 150 tonnes + 200 tonnes of released eels = 5 020 tonnes.
98-99% of eels along the Swedish coastline are protected.
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Sweden has yet to report on stocks along its west coast.

Reported fishing mortality rate of 0. Stocks 0.
* Sweden has never calculated the impact of recreational fishing (100-150 tonnes), which is now prohibited.

Surely ICES should first consider which countries are in need of advice?

Should all countries be included in the measures proposed by ICES and the Council of
Ministers, for the sake of fairness? That would be very unfair!

Sweden, along with those countries which have already reduced fishing activity and increased
stocks of mature eels, has no scope for any further reductions.

Sweden already supplies 50 times more eels to the Sargasso Sea than the quantity taken by
fishing.

The cultural heritage, the intangible cultural heritage, the hospitality sector and tourism
are now under threat!

The ‘Eel Coast’ in southern Sweden has emerged as a regional, national and international
phenomenon.

Eels are fished, processed, smoked and prepared in various forms. Large groups of people
book in advance and come down in the evenings for what are known as ‘eel parties’, when
stories are told about the history of eel fishing, what happens to eels, the action being taken and
the results, both positive and negative. We talk about new eel research.

The ‘Eel Coast’ has been visited by nationals of 142 different countries over the years.

The entire region benefits economically when the ‘eel party’ season begins in the autumn, with
around SEK 70 million generated in the form of flights, taxi trips, overnight stays, conferences
and additional tourist visits, etc. The ‘Eel Coast Cultural Heritage Association’ has been
accredited as an intangible cultural heritage to UNESCQO’s ICH NGO Forum in Paris.

THE EEL FUND

The Eel Fund (the author of this letter) was established in 2008.

It works to release glass eels into the South Baltic.

Just over 1 million glass eels, corresponding to a sum of SEK 4 million financed by eel fisheries,
sponsors and the European Fisheries Fund.

The Eel Fund’s eel fishers have operated within the framework of Sweden’s eel management
plan.

However, we have opposed fishing bans outside the plan (the previous three-month closure and
the forthcoming closure).

We strongly objected to Sweden’s ban on generational renewal in eel fishing, and have spent
the past ten years discussing that issue with the Swedish authorities.

The glass eel index - the impact of glass eel fishing on the glass eel index? (ICES advice
2021)

The ‘North Sea’ index was equal to the ‘Elsewhere Europe’ index between 1967 and 1977,
approx. 100% glass eel recruitment in both cases. The North Sea lies the furthest away from the
Sargasso Sea and is impacted the most by any negative changes.

Glass eel fishing increased from 60 tonnes per annum to 1 000 tonnes per annum between
1977 and 1987.
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The ‘North Sea’ index fell to a ten-year average of 32% of glass eel recruitment. Glass eel
fishing accounted for 350 tonnes per annum between 1987 and 1997. The ‘North Sea’ index fell
to a ten-year average of 6.7% of glass eel recruitment. The glass eel fishing index has
continued to fall, amounting to 1-2% today.

The impact of hydroelectric power and industrial installations

A number of other influences also play a role which is harder to measure.

Hydroelectric power was expanded in Sweden and in Europe as a whole in the post-war period
up to the 1980s. Thousands of tonnes of eels died in the turbines in the course of their migration
to the Sargasso Sea. Hundreds of millions of eel fry died in their futile attempts to cross the dam
walls. Seas and lakes were increasingly used for industrial purposes, with the associated
consequences and water pollution.

Despite significant reductions in emissions of phosphorus and nitrogen in the paper and pulp
industry, the spread of dead zones in the Baltic Sea is on the rise.

High quantities of past emissions are unable to disappear as new, less significant emissions are
added.

The threat posed by cormorants and seals. A man-made paradox.

Two protected species, cormorants and seals, pose a threat to the third protected species, eels.
Cormorants eat approximately 300 to 400 tonnes of eels each year in Swedish waters.

How much do they consume in the EU as a whole?

Eel fisheries fished for interest, not for capital.

What impact has fishing had? Mature eels were fished in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s when the
glass eel index was 100-150%, with good catches and no significant reductions in stocks.
Fishing was reduced in the 1970s as the glass eel index fell, stocks diminished and the impact
factors increased.

Around 40-50% of eel fishing in Sweden’s Baltic Sea region had ceased by 2007, when the eel
management plan was launched.

Within the framework of the eel management plan, eel fishing in Sweden’s Baltic Sea region
amounted to 15% of stocks. It currently amounts to around 1-2%.

The Council of Ministers and ICES ought to rank the measures put in place by individual
countries to protect eels, with regard to both glass eel fishing and fishing for mature
eels.

Those countries which have heavily regulated eel fishing and increased stocks of mature
eels need to be exempt from the new restrictions.

Sven Erik Tenghagen, Chair Hans Olofsson, Secretary

6330/22 TLU/zh 9
LIFE.2 LIMITE EN



	To the European Commission and the EU Council of Ministers:
	5 020 tonnes for the Sargasso Sea - 100 tonnes for fishing. Eel management undervalued
	Sweden has yet to report on stocks along its west coast.
	Surely ICES should first consider which countries are in need of advice?
	The cultural heritage, the intangible cultural heritage, the hospitality sector and tourism are now under threat!
	THE EEL FUND
	The glass eel index - the impact of glass eel fishing on the glass eel index? (ICES advice 2021)
	The impact of hydroelectric power and industrial installations
	Eel fisheries fished for interest, not for capital.
	The Council of Ministers and ICES ought to rank the measures put in place by individual countries to protect eels, with regard to both glass eel fishing and fishing for mature eels.


