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To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee
(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland)
Subiject: Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the German borders in

accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code
on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders
(Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 16 February 2021 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Germany between

14 and 23 February 2021.
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Courtesy translation

Horst Seehofer

Federal Minister of the Interior, Building and Community
Alt-Moabit 140, 10557 Berlin

Phone: +49 (0)30 18 681-11000

E-mail: Minister@bmi.bund.de

Internet: www.bmi.bund.de

Mr Margaritis Schinas
Vice-President of the
European Commission
1049 Bruxelles/Brussels
BELGIUM

Ms Ylva Johansson
Commissioner for Home Affairs
European Commission

1049 Bruxelles/Brussels
BELGIUM

Mr Jeppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen
Secretary-General of the
Council of the European Union
1049 Bruxelles/Brussels
BELGIUM

Mr David Maria Sassoli

President of the European Parliament
1049 Bruxelles/Brussels

BELGIUM

Ministers of Home Affairs
of the EU and Schengen countries Berlin,

Dear Colleagues,

The challenge of containing the coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) pandemic continues. Although,
thankfully, vaccination began several weeks ago, I am greatly concerned by the increasing spread of
virus variants around the world and in several European countries.

Based on its continuous review of international pandemic risk areas, and on epidemiological
information, the Federal Government has decided that from 14 February 2021 the Czech Republic
and the federal state of Tyrol (with the exception of the district of Lienz, the municipality of
Jungholz and the Risstal valley in the municipal areas of Vomp and Eben am Achensee) in the
Republic of Austria will be classified as areas of variant of concern.
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The Federal Government has created a flexible set of instruments to contain the spread of SARS-
CoV-2, and especially its virus variants, in the form of ordinances adopted by the German
Bundestag on 13 January 2021 (Coronavirus-Einreiseverordnung) and 29 January 2021
(Coronavirus-Schutzverordnung). Under these provisions, travellers can be required to register and
provide proof of a negative SARS-CoV-2 test result, and passenger transport can be banned.

After careful consideration I have decided that, in addition to this, the temporary reintroduction of
internal border controls with corresponding entry restrictions is necessary.

Therefore, in coordination with the Czech Republic and the Republic of Austria, I have ordered the
temporary reintroduction of internal border controls, effective from 14 February 2021 for an initial
period of ten days, based on Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code).
This includes controls at land and air borders with the Czech Republic and — in addition to existing
temporary internal border controls at the German—Austrian land border — the air border with the
Republic of Austria.

The border remains open on cross-border traffic routes; but border controls may be carried out on
all such routes. In particular, goods transports and public health sector workers will still be granted
unrestricted entry into Germany.

Rest assured that these measures will only remain in place for as long as absolutely necessary.
Yours sincerely,
(signed)

Horst S
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