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The CoR opinion on European Missions

The CoR acknowledges that the EU
Missions are a "NEW" and "VITAL"
instrument as stated by the European
Commission: "EU Missions are a new way to
bring concrete solutions to some of our
greatest challenges by delivering concrete
results and impact by 2030 by putting
research and innovation into a new role,
combined with new forms of governance
and collaboration, as well as by engaging
citizens”.

Based on the European Research Area Policy Agenda — Overview of
actions for the period 2022-2024, European Commission 2021.
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The EU Missions in the Light of the Conference of Europe

The CoR emphasises that, in the light of the
Conference on the Future of Europe, the
European Missions, as a new and vital
instrument in tackling burning societal
challenges, are a real test of the EU’s
impact and credibility. They need to have
widespread legitimacy and acceptance. As
the European Commission has highlighted,
the role of cities and regions with all their
stakeholders and citizens is crucial in
achieving the ambitious targets of the EU
Missions.

Based on the CoR Plenary 27 January 2022, Resolution on the Conference on the
Future of Europe

Orchestration
* Roadmaps & Portfolios of actions

Bench-learning
* European partnerships

Innovation ecosystem
* Local and regional collaboration

Intelligent assets
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Climate Footprint & Handprint

* Not only urban and rural planning
and implementation

* Business life making active RDI
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What does the NEW and VITAL instrument mean?

* Each EU Mission should define a clear roadmap and create a systemic new multi-
governance approach and methodologies on experimenting, prototyping,
monitoring, and scaling-up activities on all governance levels.

» Special attention is needed for creating portfolios of actions both at the EU and
regional/local levels and disseminating these effectively in all phases of the
planning and implementation.

* The development requires all the actors to learn new competencies by
integrating technology and research with a human-centric approach,
committing to implement joint green and digital transformation processes.

* The CoR urges that the EU Missions can and should integrate the existing number
of EU initiatives and programmes to operate in synergy. Systemic change requires
co-creation of transformational ecosystems based on learning and RDI with
interdisciplinary scientific and operational synergy across all five EU Missions.






Foresight and Evidence-informed decision-making

The challenges are complex, and only part of the necessary scientific and technological
knowledge exists. Reaching the targets is possible with extensive foresight activities,
increasing R&D investments, real-world prototyping, experimenting, and scaling-up of the
results;

Political decision-making, in general, is not sufficiently evidence-based, research-
supportive, and not targeted enough on creating favourable conditions for societal
innovations and implementing those fast enough in real-life practice and processes.

The CoR highlights the importance of moving to action, based on the main statements in
European R&D and technology policy as defined in the EU Strategic Foresight 2021 report.

The CoR proposes increasing the EU interinstitutional collaboration on foresight with
special roles of the JRC, European Parliament Research Services and the CoR. The CoR
proposes considering on national, regional and municipality levels special participatory
citizen science activities for youth, especially university and secondary school students, and
for political decision-making by establishing committees for the future focusing on
foresight and technology assessment.






More synergy between different EU and other programmes

* The CoR proposes giving special attention to the steps in the EU Missions' implementation by the cities and
regions with the supporting role of the CoR, including multi-level governance, funding, and successful
execution on how the ambitious targets can be achieved by integrating them effectively to EU research and
innovation policies, especially Smart Specialisation Strategies (S3/54), ERA Hubs, New European Bauhaus,
and other most relevant initiatives, programmes and instruments provided by the EU multilevel policies.

* The proposes different ways to use the EU Mission Label to add synergy with other relevant EU and other
related initiatives and the use of financing instruments, such as InvestEU Fund, Recovery and Resilience
Facility, Interregional Innovation Investments I3, Interreg Europe, the Connecting Europe Facility, Digital
Europe, EU4Health, EIB and EIT.

* The CoR is committed to organising learning activities in collaboration with the JRC to support the EU
Mission activities under the headings "City Science and Science Meets Regions" by boosting broad-scale
impact activities and sharing the results of the EU Missions. Short-term measures are not an adequate
response for addressing what is really needed. A useful activity is to support creating the network of regional
Future Centres to stimulate creativity and an entrepreneurial mindset and link these to the New Bauhaus,
the UN SDG work and the UNESCQ's Futures Literacy Labs to ensure both the short- and long-term
sustainability of the initiatives undertaken.









ERA Hubs & More partnerships between regions

* The European Commission has launched the piloting phase of the ERA Hubs
initiative to facilitate regional RDI collaboration and exchange of best practices,
with the incentive of maximising the value of knowledge production, circulation,
and use. The CoR encourages the EU Missions to actively partner with local and
regional decision-makers in piloting the ERA Hubs.

* The CoR highlights that the key questions are how the cities and regions learn to
orchestrate necessary activities and how the activities attract private industrial
and other investments. The ERA Hubs network ideally ensures that local and
regional RDI ecosystems become an integrated part of the European-wide RDI
ecosystem.









The role of CoR & regions/cities to strengthen bottom-up

* The CoR urges the need to co-finance and support the daily work of cities and
regions in their value-creation and bench-learning to scale up the best processes
and actions for the everyday well-being of citizens. The role of the demonstrator
communities is to act as pioneers, developers, and frontline testers of systemic
change for all the others.

* The CoR points that the EU Mission experiments and demonstrations should
focus on orchestrating activities to push further the frontiers of science,
mastering deep technologies, and combine digital, physical, environmental, and
biological innovations — and regularly review and share the outcomes at the
forefront level. The Smart Specialisation Strategies as concepts for regional
collaboration with industry and research should have a high profile in the EU
Missions.






Private industry should play the key role

* The CoR endorses industrial RDI carbon handprint measures in creating new
extended products, systems, and other innovative solutions playing an essential
part in reaching the climate targets and points out that without a significant
acceleration in clean energy innovation, net-zero emissions targets will not be
achievable.

* The IEA report (Energy Technology Perspectives 2020) shows analytical evidence
that 25% of the reduction in carbon emissions needed to put the Earth's climate
on a sustainable path will come from mature technologies. In comparison, 41% of
the necessary tech will come from new technologies in the early adoption phase,
and 34% will come from technology at the demonstration stage, the prototype
stage, or those not even conceived yet.






Need for more RDI & technological progress

* The core of the EU Missions is research and innovation. The complex
societal challenges can only be tackled through increasing RDI
investments. Both ERA and industrial studies give clear evidence that
the EU is lagging behind its main global competitors in business R&D
intensity, particularly in high-tech sectors, and in scaling-up innovative
SMEs, which yields negative effects on productivity and
competitiveness.

Based on COM(2020) 628 final — A new ERA for Research and Innovation.
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