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NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Delegations

Subject: Second informal consultations on negotiations for a Legally Binding
Agreement on Forests in Europe

27 - 29 January 2020, Geneva
- Summary report

With a view to the Working Party on Forestry on 6 February 2020, delegations will find attached
the “NON-PAPER OF THE INFORMAL CONSULTATION - SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT ON
ENTIRETY OF TEXT” issued by the UNECE Secretariat as a result of the above-mentioned

meeting.

The UNECE Secretariat expects all countries involved in these consultations to indicate their

position by 28 February 2020.

As the following Working Party on Forestry is scheduled for 26 February 2020 - only 2 days before
the above-mentioned deadline - delegations are kindly invited to prepare to indicate their position

on the non-paper in the 6 February Working Party meeting.




[The UNECE Executive Committes,

Moting the letter of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of A griculture and Fural
Development of the Slovak Fepublic and Co-Chair of Forest Europe of 10 June 2019 to the
UNECE Executive Secretary conveying the Forest Ewrope Ministenial Decision on resuming
the negotiations on a Legally Binding A greement on Forests in Europe (FLBA) for
consideration and further action;

Notng the work of the Intergovernmental Negotating Commuttes established by the Oslo
Mimisterial Mandate, including the elaboration of a Draft Negotiating Text for a Legally
Binding A greement on Forests in Europe;

Fecalling the decision of the 106® EXCOM meeting of 8 July 2019 that took note of the
information provided on a possible legally binding agreement on forests in Europe and
requested the Secretanat to organize informal consultations fo consider the matter further.

1. Deecides to establish a UNECE Negotiating Group for the preparation of a final draft
text of a legally binding agreement on forests in Europe (hereafter, “FLBA-NG™) !

2 Decides to adopt the Terms of Reference of the FLBA NG, as contained in Annex I*.

3 Decides that the FLBA NG has a mandate of one year, begmning from 1ts first
mesting that shall be convened not earlier than 2021, and renewable by EXCOM as needed.

4 Diecides that the FLBA NG shall be funded exclusively from extrabudgetary
resources and calls upon the participating States and the European Union, as listed in Annex
II, to provide coniributions on a voluntary basis to support the work of FLBA NG,

5. Requests the UNECE Executive Secretary to ensure that, subject to the availability of
exfrabudgetary resources, the necessary ammangements are made for the jommt ECETFAD
Forestry and Timber Section to service the FLBA NG.?

6. Imvites the States and the European Union interested in participating in the
negofiation process, as listed in Annex IT, to participate in the FLBA-NG and in the ultimate
FLEA. Other UNECE Member States may participate as cbserver States in the FLBA-MNG.

7. Invites all WGOs with ECOS0C consultative status as well as the enfifies listed n
Annex 111 to participate in the FLBA-NG as observers.

! The establishment of the FLBA-MNG by the EXCOM does not imply any decision on any poteniial fomne role
for the UNECE or FAQ or any of their organs in supporting the implementation of aoy FLEA resulting from
the work of the FLEA-NG.

“ Annex I and all subsequent Annexes are an integral part of this decision.

* Subject fo the consideration and approval by the appropriate FAQD body.



ANNEX I OF DECISION —

DEAFT TEEMS OF EEFTEEENCE OF THE UNECE NEGOTTATING GEOUF FOR

ALFEGAILY BINDING AGEFEMENT ON FORESTS IN EUROPE BA-NG

A.  Objectives

1. Toreach consensus on the draft text of the FLBA using the Draft Negothating
Text (DNT).

2. Toreflect in the FLBA recent policy developments including the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals, the
Paris Agreement, and the UN Strategic Plan for Forests.

B. Activities and functons

1.  Subject to the availability of extrabudgetary funding, to meet as often as
necessary to achieve its objective.

2.  Torecommend a draft text of the proposed FLBA to the EXCOM for its
consideration and possible adophon.

. AMethods of work

1. Eules of Procedure. The FLBA-NG shall adopt 1ts own mules of procedure,
consistent with miles of procedurs of the Economic and Social Council and the
UNECE.

|~

Eeporting: The Chairperson of the FLBA NG will provide periodic updates on the
progress of the FLBA-NG to EXCOM.

3. Chairperson: The chairperson and the two vice chairpersons would be elected at
the first meeting of the FLBA NG.
4. Secretaniat: The FIBA-NG will be serviced jointly*, exclusively by extrabudgetary

resources_ by the Joint ECE-FAQ Forestry and Timber Section in Geneva®. ]

* Subject o the consideration and apprevval by the sppropriate FAO body.
¥ Subject to the consideration and approval by the sppropriate FAO body.



ANNEXIT OF DECISION ——

Aunstria
Azerharjan
Belams

Belgium

Bosnis and Herzegovina

Bulzaria
Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Fepublic
Dienmarik
Estonia
European TTnion
Finland

France

Holy Ses
Hungary

Iceland

Italy
Kazakhstan

EyTzyzstan

Latvia

Lischtenstain

Portugal

Eepublic of Moldowa
Fiomania

Fmssian Federaton
Serbia

Slowak Fepublic
Slovenis

Spain

Sweden

Switzer]amd

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

United Kingdom

Uzbekistam



ANNEX IOT OF DECISION —*%

Alpine Convention

Aszsociation Infernationale Forats
Mediterraneennas (AIFM)

Bioversity International

BWI (Former IFEWW)*® - Building and Wood
Workers' Internationale

Carpathian Convention

CEI-BOIS* - Europesan Confederation of
Woodworking Indusiries

CEFF* - Confederation of Enropean Forest
COhamers

CEFI* - Confederaton of European Paper
Industries

CEETTAF. - Ewropean Crganisabon of
Aprimalmral, Fural and Foresoy Conactors
CIC - International Council for Game and Wildlife
Conservation*

COPA-COGECA - Conmmittes of Professional
Arnimlmral Orzanizations and General Commities
for A gricultural Cooperation in the European
Union

Council of Earope

Council of European Foresters {(CEF)

EFI - Enropean Forest Instiute

ELO* - European Landowners” Orzanization
EOMF - Enropean Observatory of Mountain
Forest

EOQS - Enropean Organizaton of the Saamll
Indusiry

X

Europesn Federation of Building and
Woodworkers (EFBWW)

Europesn Invesment Bank

EUSTAFOEF. - Europesn State Forest Association
FECOF - Federation Europeenne des Conmmunes
Forestiéres

FERMN

Forest Europe Lizison Tnit

Foresters” Association for a Green Turkey

F5(C* - Forest Stewardship Conncil

Friends of the Earth Europe

Greenpeace International*

IFSA* - International Forestry Students”
Ascociztion

MASA* - International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis

TUCH (International Union for Conservation of
Mamara)

ITTO - Internafional Tropical Timber
Orzanization

IUFRO** - International TUnion of Forest Fesearch
Orzanizations

Mediterranesn Model Forest Network (WWFI)
MMonireal Process

PEFC*®- propramme for the endorsement of forest
ceriafication

Pro Mamra - Friends of The Earth Switzerland
Begional Environmenial Center For Central and
Eastern Europs (BEC)

TEF - Union of Ewropean Foresters

TUSS5E - Union of Foresters of Southern Enrope
TWWF - World Wide Fund for Mature International

" # Active copsultatve stams with EOOS0C as of 1 Seprember 2018
** Oreanizatons placed on the Foster under heading *C7 by virme of their consultative stams with other Tinited
Mations bodies or the specialized agencies (FAD)




