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To:

Austrian delegation
Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee
(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland)

Subject:

Temporary reintroduction of border controls at the Austrian land border
with Italy in accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a
Union Code on the rules governing the movement of persons across
borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 8 January 2021 regarding temporary reintroduction of border controls by Austria at the land
border with Slovakia and Czech Republic between 9 and 18 January 2021.
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COURTESY TRANSLATION
Dear Vice-President of the Commission!
Dear Commissioner!
Dear President of the European Parliament!
Dear Secretary-General of the Council!
Ladies and gentlemen!
The Austrian federal government continues to permanently monitor and evaluate the dynamic
developments related to the corona virus (SARS-CoV-2), within the country and abroad.
The current epidemiological situation in Europe and worldwide remains fragile, however, and a
decline in the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus is not foreseeable in some countries. In addition, a
further wave of infections cannot be excluded.
Accordingly, the SARS-CoV-2 virus continues to represent a persistent and serious threat to the
Austrian population. The rapidly increasing number of cases in the Slovak Republic and in the
Czech Republic in particular, requires rapid action. It is still not possible to predict how the
pandemic situation will develop in the future.
Taking into account the difficulty to predict epidemiological developments in Europe and
worldwide, appropriate measures are required at the Austrian internal border in order to prevent the
cross-border spread of the pandemic in Austria.
With this in mind, as the competent supreme authority of the Republic of Austria, on the basis of
Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code), I have therefore ordered the
reintroduction of border controls at the border with the Slovak Republic and the Czech Republic
from 9th January 2021 until 18th January 2021 included.
This measure has been coordinated with the Slovak Republic as well as with the Czech Republic
and the control modalities are such that they are proportionate to the situation.
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