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I. INTRODUCTION 

At its meeting on 10 and 11 December 2014, the COPHS Working Party focused on a number 

of issues related to the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the 

Council on protective measures against pests of plants. It also discussed matters related to the 

Trade Control and Expert System (TRACES) and to research activities in the plant health 

sector, in relation with the EUPHRESCO network.  

II. MAIN RESULTS 

A. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 

protective measures against pests of plants 

Transit – Art. 45 

The Chair presented the revised Presidency proposal1, emphasizing that it aims at setting out 

rules to gather information on transit and allow checks only where needed. 

                                                 
1 Doc. 16297/14. 
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Delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal. They stressed that 
provisions on transit should not entail additional administrative burdens and ways of 
cooperation with customs, notably through IT systems, should be explored. 

The Commission supported the proposal, stressing that it is important to clarify how 
information should be entered into an IT system and to whom it should be forwarded. 

Plant passports – Annex VI 

Delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal2, concerning a single 
format for plant passports. 

While some delegations maintained that the indication of a serial number could greatly help 
traceability, several delegation pointed out that this information should be optional, since it 
may imply additional administrative burdens. 

On the presence of the EU flag on the label, mixed views were expressed; several delegations 
pointed out that a specific phytosanitary logo could be an important element. 

Phytosanitary certificates for export and re-export – Annex VIII 

Several delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal3, regarding a 
single format for phytosanitary certificates for export and re-export. They pointed out that it is 
important to ensure a degree of harmonization; however, they clarified that concerning the 
combinations of numbers or numbers/letters identifying provinces and districts, the choice 
should be left to Member States . 

As regards the languages, flexibility should be maintained; concerning the logo, national 
elements could be joined to EU elements. 

A delegation reiterated its opposition to harmonization in this area. 

The Commission reiterated its support, stressing the importance of having the EU clearly 
recognised as a single entity for phytosanitary purposes. They also noted that the provisions 
should also cover future e-certificates.  

                                                 
2 Doc. 16297/14. 
3 Doc. 16297/14. 
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Plant health protection system at import 

The French delegation presented a document4 on plant health risks linked to different 
categories of commodities, emphasizing that also fruits and vegetables may present a high 
risk. 

Several delegations welcomed the approach contained in the Presidency report5, based on 
categorisation of commodities; some delegations stressed that data on trade flows is very 
important and that tools to tackle different risks should be carefully chosen. 

Some delegations maintained their opposition to the introduction of positive lists and 
supported the original Commission proposal. 

The Commission emphasised that compatibility with the sanitary and phytosanitary measures 
agreement of the World Trade Organisation is paramount. They also noted that the new 
system should take into account resource constraints. As for risks which stem from new trade, 
the burden could be put on Third Countries, requiring phytosanitary certificates and the 
TRACES system could be fruitfully used to gather and share data. 

B. EUPHRESCO 

The Working Party agreed on the statements contained in the Presidency note6. The 
Presidency, on behalf of the Working Party, sent a letter to the Director General for Research 
and Innovation Research Programmes of the European Commission, confirming the role of 
EUPHRESCO in fostering research in the plant health sector7. 

C. TRACES  

The Commission presented the system and its functioning. They encouraged Member States 
to participate to the plant health pilot projects. 

Delegations welcomed the high potential of TRACES and stressed that compatibility and 
interoperability with existing national systems should be ensured. They also noted that 
convening a technical working group on the integration of IT systems would be useful. 

                                                 
4 Doc. 16962/13 ADD 22. 
5 Doc. 16298/14. 
6 Doc. 16299/14. 
7 See Annex I. 
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III. FUTURE WORK 

The Working Party took note of a presentation made by the Latvian delegation whereby the 

work programme8 for their incoming Presidency was outlined. 

Accordingly, the Chair indicated that the next Working Party is tentatively scheduled to be 

held on 3 March 2015, whilst the informal COPHS meeting is foreseen to take place in Riga, 

from 27 to 28 May 2015. 

 

                                                 
8  The electronic version of this presentation was distributed to delegations. 



 

 

16940/14   GSC/hl 5 
ANNEX DG B 2 LIMITE EN 
 

ANNEX 

 

 


	At its meeting on 10 and 11 December 2014, the COPHS Working Party focused on a number of issues related to the Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on protective measures against pests of plants. It also discussed m...
	A. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on protective measures against pests of plants
	Transit – Art. 45
	The Chair presented the revised Presidency proposal0F , emphasizing that it aims at setting out rules to gather information on transit and allow checks only where needed.
	Delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal. They stressed that provisions on transit should not entail additional administrative burdens and ways of cooperation with customs, notably through IT systems, should be explored.
	The Commission supported the proposal, stressing that it is important to clarify how information should be entered into an IT system and to whom it should be forwarded.
	Plant passports – Annex VI
	Delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal1F , concerning a single format for plant passports.
	While some delegations maintained that the indication of a serial number could greatly help traceability, several delegation pointed out that this information should be optional, since it may imply additional administrative burdens.
	On the presence of the EU flag on the label, mixed views were expressed; several delegations pointed out that a specific phytosanitary logo could be an important element.
	Phytosanitary certificates for export and re-export – Annex VIII
	Several delegations welcomed the principles of the revised Presidency proposal2F , regarding a single format for phytosanitary certificates for export and re-export. They pointed out that it is important to ensure a degree of harmonization; however, t...
	As regards the languages, flexibility should be maintained; concerning the logo, national elements could be joined to EU elements.
	A delegation reiterated its opposition to harmonization in this area.
	The Commission reiterated its support, stressing the importance of having the EU clearly recognised as a single entity for phytosanitary purposes. They also noted that the provisions should also cover future e-certificates.
	Plant health protection system at import
	The French delegation presented a document3F  on plant health risks linked to different categories of commodities, emphasizing that also fruits and vegetables may present a high risk.
	Several delegations welcomed the approach contained in the Presidency report4F , based on categorisation of commodities; some delegations stressed that data on trade flows is very important and that tools to tackle different risks should be carefully ...
	Some delegations maintained their opposition to the introduction of positive lists and supported the original Commission proposal.
	The Commission emphasised that compatibility with the sanitary and phytosanitary measures agreement of the World Trade Organisation is paramount. They also noted that the new system should take into account resource constraints. As for risks which ste...
	B. EUPHRESCO
	The Working Party agreed on the statements contained in the Presidency note5F . The Presidency, on behalf of the Working Party, sent a letter to the Director General for Research and Innovation Research Programmes of the European Commission, confirmin...
	C. TRACES
	The Commission presented the system and its functioning. They encouraged Member States to participate to the plant health pilot projects.
	Delegations welcomed the high potential of TRACES and stressed that compatibility and interoperability with existing national systems should be ensured. They also noted that convening a technical working group on the integration of IT systems would be...
	The Working Party took note of a presentation made by the Latvian delegation whereby the work programme7F  for their incoming Presidency was outlined.
	Accordingly, the Chair indicated that the next Working Party is tentatively scheduled to be held on 3 March 2015, whilst the informal COPHS meeting is foreseen to take place in Riga, from 27 to 28 May 2015.

