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1. Adoption of the provisional agenda and items "I"
doc. 16721/07 OJ/CRP1 45

16606/07 OJ/CRP2 45

The above mentioned agenda is approved with the following changes :

The following items are withdrawn :

(Coreper Part 2, under I)

3. Slovenian Presidency - Chairmanship of certain working groups by other 
delegations, at the request of the Slovenian Presidency
16657/07 POLGEN 135 INST 167

12. (poss.) Proposal for a Council Decision implementing Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 
as regards the adoption of a Multi-annual Framework for the European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights for 2007-2012

13. (poss.) Draft agreement between the European Community and the Council of 
Europe for the purpose of instituting, in accordance with Article 9 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 of 15 February 2007, establishing a European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights, close cooperation between the Agency and the 
Council of Europe

The Committee approves the "I" items as set out in the summary. Details are contained in the 
document quoted under item 1.
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Coreper Part 2

II

41. Proposal for a Council Directive on the exemption from value added tax and excise duty 
of goods imported by persons travelling from third countries
16541/07 FISC 187

The Committee agreed 

· The Presidency compromise as set out in document 16541/07 FISC 187 on the 

understanding that the Directive shall apply with effect from 1 December 2008 while 

Article 17 shall apply from 1 January 2008 until 30 November 2008.

· To enter a Commission statement in the Council minutes.

· To transmit the draft Directive to the Council for adoption as an "A" item after finalisation 

by the legal linguists experts.

42. Presentation of the agenda for the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs), on 
22 January 2008

The Committee agreed the provisional agenda for this Council meeting.

43. Follow up to the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs), on 6/7 December 2007

The Presidency presented outcomes of some important items discussed at the Council 

meeting.

44. Proposal for a Council Decision implementing Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 as regards 
the adoption of a Multi-annual Framework for the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights for 2007-2012
16622/1/07 REV 1 JAI 707 COSCE 20 COHOM 135 COEST 338 FIN 627

The Committee examined the above mentioned item on the basis of document 16622/1/07 

JAI 707 COSCE 20 COHOM 135 COEST 338 FIN 627. The outcome of the discussions is 

set out in document 16772/07 JAI 712 COSCE 23 COHOM 139 COEST 345 FIN 640.
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45. 26 basic acts to be adapted as a matter of urgency to Council Decision 1999/468/EC of 
28 June 1999 laying down the procedures for the exercise of implementing powers, as 
amended by Council Decision 2006/512/EC of 17 July 2006
16480/07 JUR 456 INST 166 EF 86 ECOFIN 516 DRS 54 SURE 41 MI 342

ENV 706 ENT 163 ENER 319 ECO 168 SAN 264 AGRI 433
AGRILEG 202 DENLEG 138 CONSOM 153 CRIMORG 190
FRONT 129 COMIX 1076 CODEC 1453

The Committee took note of the outcome of negotiations and confirmed the agreement 

reached by the institutions regarding the 26 acts to be adapted as a matter of urgency. It also 

agreed that a letter be sent by the Chairman of the Committee to the Chairpersons of the 

ECON, LIBE, JURI and ENVI Committees of the European Parliament.

46. Follow up to the Council meeting (General Affairs and External Relations), on 
10/11 December 2007 

Le Comité est informé par la Présidence des suites que celle-ci entend donner à certains points 

ayant fait l'objet des délibérations du Conseil.

47. EU - Africa Summit
- Debrief and follow-up

16693/2/07 REV 2 COAFR 391 ACP 271 RELEX 992 COPOL 58 MIGR 142
COMAG 53 COSDP 1090 PESC 1559 DEVGEN 283 POLGEN 136

The Committee :

The Presidency briefed on the successful outcome of the summit which launched a new 

EU/Africa Strategic Partnership, and called - in accordance with European Council 

Conclusions of 14 December 2007 - for additional and combined efforts of all relevant actors 

to reach within the next three years concrete and tangible results in the implementation of the 

Partnership and its First Action Plan.

The Committee discussed and agreed the extension of the mandate of the ad hoc working 

party in accordance with the mandate as set out in document 16693/3/07 REV 3.
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Taking into account the discussions in the ad hoc working party as well as a Presidency Note 

for the Committee "Implementation of the Joint EU/Africa Action Plan", the Committee

agreed in principle to establish under the supervision of the ad hoc working group core groups 

to implement the First Action Plan.

The Committee agreed to decide on the revision of existing Africa-related EU working 

arrangements by the end of April and before the expiry of the mandate of the ad hoc working 

party.
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Coreper Part 1

II

48. Setting of the provisional agenda for the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 
21 and (poss.) 22 January 2008
(For the items within the remit of the Permanent Representatives Committee)

The Commission representative requests the inclusion as a B-item for adoption of its proposal 

for a Council Decision on the termination of the Protocol setting out the fishing opportunities 

and financial contribution under the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European 

Community and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania.

The Spanish delegation opposes the inclusion of this point referring to the exchange of views  

under AOB on the issue in the Council the previous day. It requests a written opinion of the 

Council Legal Service on the need for an opinion of the European Parliament  in order for 

Council to be able to decide on the termination of the protocol and on the need of a previous 

impact assessment of such a termination.

The French, German, Greek, Latvian, Lithuanian and Netherlands delegations support the 

views of the Spanish delegation and urge the Commission to seek alternative solutions 

(e.g. the Joint Committee).

The Council Legal service makes an oral intervention pointing out that:

· The  Commission has the right to request the inclusion of the item on the agenda and 
that the purpose of the debate (for instance, exchange of views, general approach or 
adoption) can be designated later.

· An opinion of the European Parliament is necessary in order for the Council to decide to 
terminate the protocol. The Decision proposed can therefore only be adopted after 
consulting the European Parliament. 

· The Council may consult the European Parliament. To do so, the legal basis of the 
proposal (Article 300(2) of the Treaty) would have to be changed to Article 300(3). If 
the Commission does not agree to this modification, the change of legal basis can be 
done by the Council acting by unanimity. 

· The Legal Service reserves its position on the issue of the need for an impact 
assessment until its forthcoming written opinion.
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The Commission representative contests the need for an opinion of the Parliament since the 

proposal intends to terminate only the protocol, and not the agreement itself.

The Committee adopts the draft agenda with the addition of the requested B-item without a 

designation of the purpose of the debate.

49. Proposal for a Council Regulation concerning the establishment of a Community 
framework for the collection, management and use of data in the fisheries sector and 
support for scientific advice regarding the Common Fisheries Policy 
- Political agreement

 8650/07 PECHE 116 
15946/07 PECHE 360

The Committee reaches unanimous political agreement on the revised Presidency compromise 

presented in agreement with the Commission (DS 1101/07).

The Proposal, after finalization by the legal linguistic experts, will be inscribed as an "A" item 

at a forthcoming meeting of the Council.

50. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on common 
rules in the field of civil aviation security (Third reading)
- Analysis of the results of the EP delegation meeting

Le Comité examine les résultats de la délégation du PE et fixe les termes du dernier 

compromis du Conseil à offrir au PE.

51. Modified proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
credit agreements for consumers amending Council Directive 93/13/EC (European 
Parliament second reading)
- Information from the Presidency on the state of play

The Chairman orally informed the Committee on the latest developments of the negotiation 

on this text and gave the floor to the incoming SI Presidency which confirmed that the 

mandate for the trialogue of 10 January 2008 will be discussed at the next Committee

meeting, on 9 January 2008.


