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Joint letter of Ministers of Agriculture on Annual Performance Clearance 

Information from Spain, on behalf of Latvia and Spain, supported by all 
Member states 

  

Annual Performance Clearance 

At the initiative of the Spanish and Latvian ministers, the agriculture ministers of the 27 Member 

States have addressed the attached letter to the Commission on the difficulties encountered with the 

application of the unit amounts and the annual performance clearance procedure, new elements in 

the CAP’s New Delivery Model.  

In this letter, the Member States highlight that the new approach with calculation of the deviations 

between the planned and the realised unit amounts is not the appropriate instrument to ensure the 

reliability and regularity of EU agricultural expenditure, nor to assess the progress made in 

achieving the objectives set out in the CAP Strategic Plans. 
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Moreover, the practical application of this procedure implies a substantial administrative burden for 

both Member States and the Commission services and may lead to significant financial reductions 

in Member States' CAP eligible expenditure that complies with EU rules and the criteria set out in 

the CAP strategic plans. 

While we, the Member States, welcome the Commission's recognition of the shortcomings of the 

procedure and appreciate its efforts in looking for an interim solution by proposing changes to the 

CAP secondary legislation, we believe that a definitive solution already in the current planning 

period is needed. We therefore call on the Commission for the amendment of the CAP basic acts by 

abandoning the application of unit amounts and by revising the annual performance clearance 

procedure to decouple the eligibility of agricultural expenditure from the comparison between the 

realised and the planned unit amounts. 
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