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Declaration for European Digital Sovereignty

(Telecom Council, 5*" December 2025)

Europe's dependence on a few large international providers and its high dependence on imports of
digital technologies make it clear that digital sovereignty has long since become a key issue for
Europe's future viability. Without the ability to act independently, there is a risk of restrictions in
times of crisis and a loss of competitiveness and innovative strength. Strengthening Europe's digital
sovereignty is also an essential factor in protecting our European values and our democratic

institutions and processes.

Austria has therefore initiated a Declaration for European Digital Sovereignty, which aims to
strengthen Europe's ability to be able to regulate its digital infrastructure, data and technologies. It
encompasses the ability of individuals, businesses and institutions in Europe to act independently in
the digital world, allowing for autonomous decisions about the use, governance, and development

of digital systems without undue reliance on external actors.
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The discussion on the Declaration kicked off with a dedicated working meeting with Vice-President
Henna Virkkunen and representatives of all EU Member States in Vienna on 12 September 2025.
These exchanges, together with the valuable written contributions by Member States, provided an
essential basis for the Declaration. It was adopted in the run-up to the Summit on European Digital
Sovereignty on 18 November 2025 in Berlin by all Member States — a strong and encouraging
signal of shared commitment to Europe’s digital future.

Delegations will find in the Annex the Declaration for European Digital Sovereignty with the list of

co-signatories.
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ANNEX
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