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NOTE
From: Slovenian delegation

To: Working Party on Frontiers / Mixed Committee (EU-Iceland/Norway and
Switzerland/Liechtenstein)

No. prev. doc.: 14450/23

Subject: Prolongation of border controls at the Slovenian internal borders in
accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 on a Union Code
on the rules governing the movement of persons across borders
(Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of the letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 30 October 2023 regarding the prolongation of border controls by Slovenia with Croatia and
Hungary as of 31 October 2023 to 19 November 2023.
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[COURTESY TRANSLATION]

Ljubljana, 27 October 2023

Dear Vice-President for Promoting our European Way of Life,
Dear Commissioner for Home Affairs,

Dear Secretary-General of the Council of the EU,

Dear President of the European Parliament,

Dear Ministers,

Due to the current heightened security situation in Europe and the Middle East and calls by terrorist
groups to carry out terrorist and other violent acts in Western countries, combined with the
perceived increase in organised crime in the Western Balkans, where there is also a risk of terrorist
infiltration of migration flows, the Government of the Republic of Slovenia ordered the temporary
reintroduction of internal border controls with the Republic of Croatia and Hungary for the period
from 21 to 30 October 2023, on the basis of Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen
Borders Code).

The Inter-Ministerial Working Group on Counter-Terrorism, which is led by the Slovenian
Intelligence and Security Agency, has raised the level of terrorism threat in the Republic of
Slovenia to level 3 (medium) on a five-point scale. The relevant national authorities are closely
monitoring the security situation in the country and in the wider region, as well as factors that could
influence the radicalisation of individuals and the spread of violent extremism. However, as
developments remain highly unpredictable, we consider that stepped-up measures are urgently
needed to ensure public order and the safety of our citizens. This is also reflected in the elevated
terrorist threat levels in some of our neighbouring countries.

Therefore, I inform you that, on the basis of Article 28 and taking into account the criteria set out in
Article 26 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399, the Republic of Slovenia has taken the decision to extend
internal border controls with the Republic of Croatia and the Republic of Hungary for a period of 20
days, from 31 October 2023 to 19 November 2023.
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Bearing in mind the fundamental principle of proportionality, I can assure you that the method and
intensity of the measures will be adjusted so as to minimise their impact on travellers, the
environment and the economy, and in particular on the border population. To this end, the
Slovenian police will continue to pursue good coordination and close cooperation with the police
forces of both countries concerned.

Yours sincerely,

[signed]
Bostjan Poklukar
Minister of the Interior

Republic of Slovenia

Mr Margaritis Schinas

Vice-President for Promoting our European Way of Life

Ms Ylva Johansson

Commissioner for Home Affairs

Ms Thérése Blanchet
Secretary-General of the Council of the EU

Ms Roberta Metsola

President of the European Parliament

Home Affairs Ministers of the EU Member States

and Schengen Associated Countries
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