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Political Message based on the Joint Declaration of Fuel Industry Associations “In Unstable

Times Europe Needs Stable Energy Industry”, signed on 8 October 2026 in Sofia

On 8 October 2026, the International Conference of the Central and Eastern European Energy
Alliance was held in Sofia, with the active participation of the national oil and gas associations from
Central and Eastern Europe, and attended by representatives of the relevant institutions from the

respective countries.

During the CEE Energy Alliance conference, a joint declaration was signed by the national
associations representing fuel producers and traders from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Greece,

Poland, Romania and Slovakia.

This is a strategic document reflecting the common position of the energy sectors in Central and
Eastern Europe on strengthening regional cooperation, promoting secure and competitive energy
markets, and fostering constructive engagement with the European institutions on the future of

European energy policy.
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In the Joint Declaration, the representatives of the energy industry associations call for safeguards at
EU level to protect businesses and preserve their competitiveness, while reaffirming their
commitment to the EU’s climate objectives. They call for a socially balanced and economically
realistic implementation of the Emissions Trading System 2 (ETS2) for road transport and

buildings.
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In this regard, we express our understanding and principled support for the joint call by the energy
industry associations from Central and Eastern Europe for a consistent and predictable European
carbon policy that provides effective incentives for decarbonisation without undermining the

competitiveness of European industry or the security of energy supplies.

We consider that the cumulative impact of regulatory requirements and carbon costs across the fuel
and energy production and consumption value chain should be taken into account when developing
and implementing climate measures. This should also include allowing realistic timeframes for the
industry to adapt technologically and make the investments required, as well as for the development
and adoption of the necessary targeted standards and emissions verification procedures and the

establishment of sufficient organisational capacity to ensure their smooth implementation.

We underline the importance of a technology-neutral approach that allows for the deployment of
various cost-effective emissions reduction solutions, including sustainable biofuels and recycled
carbon fuels, taking into account national circumstances, available resources and infrastructure

readiness.

As regards ETS2, it will have a significant socio-economic impact and lead to a sharp increase in
energy poverty by driving up costs across the economy, including transport and heating costs,
production costs for small and medium-sized enterprises, and the prices of goods and services
generally. In order to mitigate adverse social impacts and the risk of price instability, we call for a
reassessment of all elements of ETS2, including its structure and safeguards, alongside a

postponement of its implementation until at least 2030.
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With regard to the Regulation on the reduction of methane emissions in the energy sector, we
consider the European Commission’s proposal to postpone by one year the application of certain
requirements for importers to be a step in the right direction. However, we consider that the
implementation challenges affect not only importers but also EU operators in the oil and natural gas
extraction, transmission and distribution sectors, as well as coal mining companies. Furthermore,
the process of developing and adopting the necessary emissions standards and verification
procedures should be coordinated and harmonised at EU level to ensure consistent implementation
across all Member States. These standards and procedures should be in place before Member States

become subject to the obligations for the full application of the Regulation’s requirements.

In light of the above, we look forward to engaging in dialogue with national and European
institutions and to coordinated joint action to ensure the effective implementation of the new
regulatory requirements. We therefore submit for the information of the Council of the European
Union and the European Commission the Joint Declaration of Fuel Industry Associations from
Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Greece, Poland, Romania and Slovakia, “In Unstable Times Europe

Needs Stable Energy Industry”, signed on 8 October 2026 in Sofia.

Annex: Joint Declaration of Fuel Industry Associations from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Greece,
Poland, Romania and Slovakia, “In Unstable Times Europe Needs Stable Energy Industry”, signed
on 8 October 2026 in Sofia.
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