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- Approval

- Statement by the BG delegation

Delegations will find in the annex a statement by the BG delegation in relation to the

abovementioned conclusions.
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ANNEX

NsaBaenne Ha Peny0osiuka Buarapus

no 3ak/joyeHussTa Ha ChbBeTa OTHOCHO PABEHCTBOTO KATO JABUIaTesI Ha
HKOHOMMYECKHS PacTesk 1 KOHKypeHTocnocooHocrra B EC

PGHY6J'H/IK3 B’BJ’IFapI/IH OTAaBa I'oJiIMO 3HAYCHUEC HA YTBBPKAABAHETO U 3allMTaTa Ha IIpaBaTa
Ha 4YOBCKa MW IIOTBBLPKJaBa CBOsA AHTaXXHMCHT 3a rapaHTUpaHEC Ha PAaBCHCTBOTO U 60p6aTa C
AUCKpUMHUHANUATA KATO OCHOBHH LICHHOCTHU HaA EBpOHCﬁCKHfI CBIO3.

ITpe3 2018 r. Koncturynuonnusr cbl Ha PenyOnuka bwirapus npue perieHue, B KOETO ce
nocoyBa, 4ye¢ Konsenmusita Ha ChpBeTa Ha EBporma 3a nmpeBeHIus u 00pda ¢ HACKIIMETO HaJ KCHH U
JOMaIHOTO Hacuiue (,,/cranOyckaTa KOHBEHIUS ) yTBBPIK/IaBa IPABHU KOHIICTIIIMH, CBBP3aHHU C
KOHIIeTIIHATA 32 ,,gender’, KOUTO ca HECbBMECTUMHU C OCHOBHMTE MpuHIMIK HAa KoHcTUTyIusATa Ha
Peny6nuka brirapus. OcBen ToBa npe3 2021 r. KOHCTUTYIHMOHHUSAT Ch JOMBIHUTEIHO MOSICHU, Ye
MOHATHETO ,,[TON (aHTIL. ,,sex*), u3noi3BaHo B KoHcTuTynusATa, B KOHTEKCTa HA HAlMOHATHUS
MPaBOB PeJI, Clie/Ba J1a ce pa3dupa caMo B HETOBUS OMOJIOTHYCH CMHCHIT (MBKE U KESHH).

B maparpagp 12 or 3awmoueHusra Ha CbBeTa 3a PaBEHCTBOTO KaTo JABHMraTesl Ha
WKOHOMHYECKHUS PacTek U KOHKypeHTocrmocooHocTTa B EC ce chbpika TepMunbT “gender identity”,
KOWTO € HEChbBMECTUM C OMHAPHOTO pa3OupaHe 3a Mo, ChbIIIaCHO OBITapCKOTO 3aKOHOAATEJICTBO.

B 3axnrouenusita Ha CbBeTa 3a paBEHCTBOTO KaTO JBUTATENl HA MKOHOMUYECKUS PacTeX U
KOHKypeHTocrocoOHocTTa B EC CbIllo ce chabpxka TEPMUH, KOUTO € HEChbBMECTHUM C OMHAPHOTO
pa3bupaHne 3a 1o, chriacHo Obarapckoro 3akoHonatenctso - JI'BTUK+ no oTHomeHne Ha yacTTa
cu ,,K+“Cnopen omnpenenenuero, nageHo or EBpomeiickata xomucusi B Ctparerusara Ha EK 3a
paBHonoctaBeHocT Ha JITBTUK+ 3a 2026 - 2030 r., ,,K+* o6xBaia nuiia, KOUTO HE CE€ OMPENEsT C
Hsikou oT Ounapaute nonose karo JITBTU. To3u TepMuH He MOXe Ja ce MpHUeMe KaTo JOTOBOPEH
e3uKk B CbBeTa U B JOMBJIHEHUE KbM TOBA BOAM U JI0 PABHA HECUTYPHOCT, Thil KATO € HESICHO KOU
JUIa cie/Ba 1a ObaaT 3alluTaBaHu CPEIly JUCKPUMUHAIIMS ChIVIACHO TOBA OTPE/ICICHHE.

OTuynTallky 3HAYEHUETO HAa TEMATa 32 PABEHCTBOTO MEXAY MBXKETE U )KEHUTE KaTO IBUTATEN
Ha UKOHOMHYECKH PAacTeX U KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCT, B yX Ha Kommpomuc, PenyOmnuka bbarapus
MOJIKPEIIsl IPUEMaHETO Ha 3aKJII0UEHUsATA, KaTo B choTBeTCTBUE € Permenust Ne 13/2018 u 15/2021 na
Koncruryunonnuss c¢ba Ha PenmyOnuka Bbwarapus, cTpanata cu 3ama3Ba MpaBOTO Jia Ipujara
TEPMUHUTE B JIOKyMEHTA C pa30MpaHeTo, Y€ MOHATHETO 3a MO KMa CaMO U €JUHCTBEHO OMOJIOTHYEH
CMHCBJI — MBXKH U )KEHCKH, U HE TIpHeMa TePMUHUTE, KOUTO OMXa MOTJIM J]a U3JA3aT U3BBH HETO.
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Statement by the Republic of Bulgaria

on the Council Conclusions on equality as a driver for economic growth
and competitiveness in the EU

English courtesy translation

The Republic of Bulgaria attaches great importance to the promotion and protection of human rights
and reaffirms its commitment to ensuring equality and combating discrimination as fundamental
values of the European Union.

In 2018, the Bulgarian Constitutional Court adopted a decision stating that the Council of Europe’s
Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence
(‘Istanbul Convention’) promotes legal concepts related to the notion of ‘gender’ that are
incompatible with the main principles of the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria. Furthermore,
in 2021, the Constitutional Court further clarified that the term ‘sex’ used in the Constitution, should,
in the context of the national legal order, be understood in its biological sense only (men and women).

Paragraph 12 of the Council Conclusions on equality as a driver of economic growth and
competitiveness in the EU contains the term "gender identity," which is incompatible with the binary
understanding of sex under Bulgarian legislation.

Council Conclusions on equality as a driver of economic growth and competitiveness in the EU also
contain a term incompatible with the binary understanding of sex under Bulgarian legislation —
"LGBTIQ+," specifically the "Q+" component. According to the definition provided by the European
Commission in the LGBTIQ+ Equality Strategy 20262030 "Q+" encompasses individuals who do
not identify with the binary sexes associated with the LGBTI. This term cannot be accepted as agreed
language within the Council; furthermore, it creates legal uncertainty, as it is unclear which persons
are to be protected against discrimination following this definition.

Recognizing the importance of gender equality as a driver of economic growth and competitiveness,
and in a spirit of compromise, the Republic of Bulgaria supports the adoption of the conclusions;
however, in accordance with Decisions No. 13/2018 and 15/2021 of the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of Bulgaria, the country preserves the right to apply the terms used in the document with
the understanding that the concept of "gender* has only and exclusively a biological sense - male and
female - and does not accept terms that that go beyond it.
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