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i1

COOPERATION AND SUPPORT PLAN
For the purpose of the Cooperation and Support Plan:
i The Eurapean Conymission is hereinafter referred to as “the Commission”;

{ii} The Directorate General for Structural Refarm Support 5 hereinafter referved
ta as DG REFORM™

(it} The Austria is hereinafer referred to as “the Member State™;

{iv) The Federal Chancellery {Bundeskanzieramt) acting as Coordinating Authority,
is hereinafter referred to as “the Coordinating Authority”

CORDITIONS OF THE COOPERATION AND SUPPORT PLAN
INTRODUCTION

To help address some of the relevant reform challenges that the country is facing,
the Member State has requested support under Regulation {EUY 2021/240
establishing a8 Technical Support Instrument {(hersinafter referred to as "TS1
Regulabion®) (1}, The reguest(s) for technical support submitted by the Member State
have been analysed by the Commission in accordance with the criteria and
principles {7} referred to in Artide 9{5) of the TSI Reguistion.

Based on that analysis and taking into account the existing actions and messures
financed by Union furds or cther Union prograrmmes, this Cooperation and Support
Pian reflects the putcome of the discussions betweer the Member State authorities,
notabiy the Coordinating Autharity and the Commission, notably DG REFORM,

The Cooperation and Support Flan sats out the circumstances of the reguest{s), the
envisaged priority areas for support, and the main oblectives (section VI), the
intended scope of the support measures {section VIIY, the guiding princples
gaverning the provision of support {section 113 the planned working methods {section
111 the indicative financing of support {(VII, the transmission of informatian to the
European Farflament and the Council, as well as the annual update of the plan IV}
and the commuunication and visibility requirements (V). The Annex{eas] provide{s) the
specific crcumstances of the Member State’s request{s}, and an estimated ¢'obal
financial contribution by year, with an Indicative timeiine,

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR THE PROVISION OF SUPPORT

The following principles should guide the provision and administration of support:

4.

Mational ownership of reforms. Any support measure should aim to support the
Mermber State’s endeavours and initiatives related to the design, development andfor
implementation of reforms, endfor related to the preparation, amendment,
implementation and/or revision of recovery and resilience plans, National suthorities

£YY Regutetion (EUY 2031/240 of the Burspzan Foriament and of the Coungl of 140 February 2021 astablishing a
Techmos! Support Ingteyment (080 4L 57, 18.2.20211

£9Y The criteria for analysis is basad an the grgency, brasdth and depth of the chalienges identifled, suppart needs
in respect of the policy aress concerney, sodioeconamic indeators and mstitutional and general administrative
capacity of the Member State concerned, aking into considaration the principles of ransperency, equs! restment
and sound Hosnoa! management,
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IIT.

10,

11.

maintain full ownership of their reform agenda. They alsa assume full politicst
ownership of the support measures envisaged by this Ceoperation and Support Plan,
in arder tn achieve the most effective results from the support received. National
ownership s recognised as a key factor for the success of the support measures
envisaged under the TSI Regulation,

Waerking in partnership. In order to maximise the resuits of the support measures,
it is crucial that Member States’ authorities at all levels — natiornal, regional and local
— aim to work closely with each other in a spirit of partnership, in accordance with
that Membar State’s institutional and legal framework and, as far as practicable, in
ceoperation with the relevart stakeholders,

Coordination and complementarity. The Commission and the Member State,
within their respective responsibiiities, should foster synergies and ensure effactive
cocrdinaticn between the support medgsures envissged by this Cooperation and
Support Plan and the support measures financed by other Unlon programmes and
mstruments, and in particular with measures financed by Union funds. This
coordination and complementarity shouid be ensured in the planning phase, as weil
as during the implementation phase of the support measures, The Member State Is
encouraged to optimise, where appropriate, the mechanisms for  internal
coordination, inter alla, to avoid duplication of effort and with a view to help deliver
coherent and streamiined support actions.

The Comumission should promete complementarity and synergies between different
instruments at Urion levei; the Member State shouid promote complementarity and
synergles between different instruments at national and, where appropriate, regional
and local levels, in particaiar in relation to measures finarnced by Union funds,

The Cammission should make best efforts to ensure complementarity and
synargies with support provided by other relevant international
organisations.

No double funding. The supoort measures envisaged by this Cooperation and
Support Pian are to be implemented in accordance with the TSI Regulation and the
Regulation {EU, Euratom) No 2018/1046 (hereinafrer referrad to as "Financial
Regulation®y (7). 1t is recalled that actions financed under the TSI Regulation may
receive support from other Union programmaes, instruments or funds under the
Union's budget, provided thet the support does not cover the same cost items.

WORKING METHODRS

Ta facllitate the smooth cooperation and effective implementztion of the technical
suppart, the Cormmission, notably DG REFORM, and the Member State, notably the
Coordinating Authority, endeasvour to obsarve the following working mathods,

Implementation and monitoring of the Coaperation and Support Plan:

11.1. DG HEFORM designates a dedicated country coordinator {the DG REFORM
Country Coordinatar} to be the key interlocutor for the Member State. The DG
REFORM Country Coordinator maintaing a dislogue with the Coordinating
Authority in relation to the support measures provided, and monitors progress

Regulstion (EU, Buralam) 2018/ 1046 of the Eurppenn Parifarment and of the Councit of 18 By 2018 an the
finrnciai rules applicable o the general budget of the Union, amending Beguistions (EU) Mo 139672613, (EL)
No 130173013, {EU) No 1303/2043, {(EL) Mo 13043 3, {EU) Ne 1309/2013, (EUY No 131672013, (£U) Ne
2234E14, (BU) Mo 2832014, and Decision No 941/2004/BU and repssling Regulation (R, Buralom) No
GRE/ e, PEAIZ2018/REY/E (O L Y03, 30.7.2018, p. 1-2234.
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12,

13,

14.

tawards achievemnent of the chiectives set out in this Cooperation and Support
Plan.

11.2. The Member State designates a Coordinating Authority to act as the interlocutar
of DG REFORM for the overall implementation of this Cocperation and Suppeort
Plan, The Coordinating Autharity should be responsible at national level for
coordinating and prioritising the requests for support submitted by the Member
State, for coardinating the effective implementation of the support measures
envisaged and the achievement of the objectives sel out in this Cooperation
and Support Plan {see Annax 4).

11.3. The Commission services, notably DG REFORM, should set up a monitoring
systern. This system should be based on the collaboration of the Ceordinating
Authorify and of the relevant national authorities receiving support under the
TSI, The propased system should:

ay  Coliect relevant indicators, as set out by the TSI Regulstion; (%)

bl Establish & feedback mechanism to support accountability, transparency,
awnership;

! Develop a culture of monitoring of results and provide early warning of
impending problems;

d) Encompess information on the follow up of the support measures
delivered;

e} Inform the Commission and other relevant bodies aboul the progress
made towards reaching the objectives of this Cooperation and Support
Plan.

Support providers/implementing partners, Specific support
providers/impiementing partners will be selected on a cease-by-case basis. The
Cammission is respensible for the coordination of support within its services, end for
the selection of commerclal and non-commercial support providers/implementing
partners, The Commission will select the support providers/implementing partners in
accorcance with all relevant Union rules, With mutual congent, the Commission
services may also pravide direct support to the Member States concerned in well-
defined areas.

Annual Report. The Commission shall provide an annual raport simulaneously to
the Puropean PFariament and to the Council on the implementation of the 1§l
Regulation, including information on the Cooperation and Support Plans according to
Article 15 of the TSI Regulation.

Fvaluation. Four yaars after the entry info force of the TSI Regulation, the
Cammission shall provide simultaneously fo the Eurcpean Parfiament and to the
Council, as well as to the European Economic and Sockal Committes and the
Committes of the Regions, an independent mid-term evaluation report on the
implementation of the TS1 Regulation. By the end of 2030, the Commigsion shall
provide an independent ex-post evaluation raport to the spme institubions. Both
evaluation reports are expected to include Information on the achievement of resuits
of the suppart measures included in this Cooperation and Suppoert Flan,

(Y Arnex 1 of the Regulation hitps,/feur-lex.europs. si/elifioa/202 1340
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Iv.

15.

i7.

18,

19,

20,

21.

22,

TRANSMISSION OF INFORMATEON TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE
COuMNCIL AND ANNUAL UPDATE OF THE PLAN

According to Article 10 of the T51 Regulation, the Commissicn shall transmit thig
Cooperation and Support Plan simultanecusly to the Furopean Parllament and to the
Councll, after obiaining the consent of the Member State. The Member State should
give its consent, by separate communication, to the Cammission for the transmission
of this Coaperation and Support Plan to the European Parlizment and to the Coungil,

The Member State shall, as soan as possible, Indicate if this Cooperation and Support
Plar containg any sensitive or conficential information the disclosure of which would
jeapardise the public interests of the Member State,

In any event, the Commission will transmit this Cooperation and Support Pian to the
European Parliament and to the Counal:

17.1. As soon as the Member State concerned has redacted all sensitive or
copfidential information, the disclosure of which would feopardise the public
interests of the Member State;

17.2. After a reasonabie periad, when the disclosure of relevant information would
not adversely affect the implementation of the suppart measures, and in any
case no fater than two months after the implementation of such measures under
the cooperation and support plan.

Sections V1, VII and VII, as well as the Annexes to this Cooperation and Support
Plan may be subject to an update following changes o support measures,

This Cooperation and Support Plan is not legally binding. In particular, it ¢oes not
create any rights or expectations with regard to the contribution fo the envisaged
support measures. It does not constitute a financing decision within the meaning of
Article 110 of the Financial Regulation (%) and does not commit the Commission.

The Commission shall make apgroprate implementation  arrangements, o
accordance with the TSI Requiation and the Financial Requlation, in order to deploy
the support measures envisaqed by thig Cooperation and Support Pian,

The Maember State authorities, notably the Coordingting Authority, snd the
Commisaion, notably DG REFORM, acknowledge that this Cooperation and Support
Flan reflects the outcome of the discussions between tham.

COMMUNICATION AND VISIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

The Commission may engage in communication activities to ensure the visibility of
the EY funding for the support measures outiined in the Cooperstion and Suppart
Plans. The Membar State agrees that the Commission's communication sctivities may
invalve:

- Publicly indicating the Member State concerned amongst the Member States
banefiting from technical support under the TSI Regulation;

Fubiicly indicating all broad areas in which the technica! support is or will be
provided to the Member State; and

£ O3 L1583, 3007 2018, ot htips: feur-lex europa, eu/elfrea/ 2058, 1046/ /03
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24,

25

26.

27.

8.

Vi,

24,

240,

32.

Publicly indicating all specific support measures cutlined in the Annexes of this
Cooperation and Support Plan, unless specified otherwise in the Annex{es}.

In case sensitive or confidential information, the disclosure of which would jespardise
public interests of the Member State, emerges during the mplementation of support
measures, the Member State concerned is invited te inform DG REFORM about this
sensitive or confidential information without delay.

Pursuant to Article 17 of the TS! Regulation, the Commission shall establish a single
oniine public repository through which it may, subject to applicabile rules and on the
hasis of consuitation with the Member Siates concerned, make available final studies
ar reports preduced as part of eligible actions. Where justified, the Member Siates
concerned mav reguest that the Commission not disclose such documents withsut
their prior agreement.

Pursuant to Article 18 of the TS] Regulation, the Commnission shall implement
information and cammunication actions relating to the instrument, to actions taken
pursyant to the instrument and to the resuits ohizained, including, where appropriate
and with the agreement of the national authorities, through joint communication
activitios with the national suthorities and the representation offices of the Eurepean
Parliament and of the Commission in the Member State concerned,

Pursuant to Article 18 of the TSI Regulation, the recipients of Union funding {the
Coordinating Authority and the relevant national authorities) shall acknowledge the
origin of these funds and ensure the visibility of the Union funding, in particuiar when
promoting the actions and their resuits, by providing coherent, effective and
proportionate kargeted informastion to multiple audiences, incuding the media and
the public,

The Coordinating Authority and the relevant national authorities that benefit from
technical support are invited o inform DG REFORM about communication activities
related to the support measures outlinad in this Cooperation and Support Plan.

The Coordinating Authority agrees that s contact detgils (name of the entity,
functional maithox) are published on the DG REFORM website,

CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE REQUEST(S), PRIORITY AREAS FOR SUPPORT AND
OBIECTIVES

The reguestis) for technical support from the Member State refer{s) to issues tc be
addrassed and to needs arising from the crcumstances referred to in Article 93 of
the TSI Regulation.

The technical support is targeted at the priority areas referred to in Article 5 of the
TSI Regutlation.

The general objective of the Taechnical Support Instrument, as foreseen in Article 3
of the TSI Reguiation, s to promote the Unien's sconomic, social and territoriai
cohesion by supporting Member Stztes’ efforts to implement reforms. This is
necessary io encourage investment, to increase competitiveness and to achieve
systainable ecanomic and sodial convergence, resilience and recovery, This is also
necessary to support Member States” efforts to strengthen thalr institutionst and
administrative capacity, including at regional and local level, to facilitate socially
inciusive, green and digital transitions, to effectively address the chatlenges identified
in the country-specific recommaeandations and to implement Union law.,

The specfic ohjectives of the Technical Support Instrument, as foreseen in Article 4
of the TSI Regulagtion, aim to assist naticnal authorities in improving their capacity
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33.

VII.

34.

VIIIL.

35.

{i} to design, develop and implement reforms, as well as (il) to prepare, amend,
implemnent and revise recovery and resilience plans pursuant to Reguiation (EU)
20217241 establishing the Recovery and Resilience Facility.

The objectives of the technical support shall be pursued in close cooperation with the
Member Stale, inciuding through exchange of good practices, processes and
methodologies, stakeholder involvement, wheare appropriate, and a more effective
end efficient human resources management.

SCOPE OF THE SUPPORT MEASURES

The scope of the suppert measures shall be the deployment of those eligible actions
set aut in Article 8 of the TSI Regulation that are deemed relevant to the Member
State and are mutuslly agreed. The technical support measures can be further
specified by the Cammission as appropriate in the implementation arrangements to
be adopted in accordance with Article 12 of the TSI Regulaticn and with the Financial
Regulation.

FINANCING OF SUPPORT
The support measures can be financed by the following sources (cf. Annex per year):
35.1. The financial envelope under the TSI budget;

35.2. Voluntary transfers to the instrument of resaurces allocated lo the Member
State pursuant to Article 6(3) of the TSI Requlation;

35.3. Payments made by the Member State, pursuant te Article 7 of the TSI
Regulation, to cover expenses pertaining tc additional technical support
requested,

Directorate General for Structural Federal Chancellery of Austria
Reform Support
Qualified electronic signature by:

MARIO NAVA
Date: 2023-07-06 17:23:52 +02:00
Director General "~ Head of Department
Mario Nava ... br. Andrea Itzlinger
Sighed on [date] Signed on 23 May 2023

Brussels, Belgium ___Vienng, Austria
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ANNEXES TO THE COOPERATION AND SupPPORT PLAN

The scope and status of the support measures, as well as the estimated global financial contributicn provided in this document, refer to the
stetus at the moment of completion and sigrature of this document.

Annex 1: TSI 20233 - Estimated global financial contributicn under TSI 2023 budget
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Annex 2! TSI 2022 - Estimatec global financial contribution under TSI 2022 budget
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Anrex 4 Proposal for @ mandate of the Coordinating Authorities

Preparation and submission of requests:

1.

£
H

(a3

National awareness, dissemination of knowledge and guidance on TS1: The
Coordinating Authority should be responsible at national level for disseminating
information and knowledge regarding the TSI instrument. This information should
include the objectives of the instrument, the eligibility criterta, types of technical
support provided, and DG REFORM processes. The Coordinating Autherities should
act as the national focal point to explain the relevance of the technical support to
national policy priorities, as appropriate within thelr national context. For this
purpose, Coordinating Authorities could, to the extent possible consider devalaping
tocls e, national 751 info websife; and processes for guidance on TSI Le., create
public functional mallboxes, promote TSI webinars and country roliouts, ensure
dissemination of DG REFORM's information, priorities and noveities, etc.

Facilitating the relations with applicant authorities: To the extent possinle,
Coordinating Authorities should (1) identify strategic prioritias of interest to receive
technical support, {2) be able to identify relevant national, regional, and lacal
authaorities that could benefit from TSI support including for muiti-country projects
and, {3) facilitate relaticns and engage with other Member States as relevant.

If relevant and passible, Coordinating Authority if considered appropriste in the
relevant nationz! context may suppart potentisl Beneficiary Authoritles in their
process of designing bigh quality requests {(as per the criteria set in the TSI
requiation).

Submission and prioritization of requests: The Coordinating Authorities should
be responsibie at national level for coordinating and pricritizing the requests for
support submitted by the Member State (both individual and multi-country
requests), as possibia within thar nationat context,

Implementation of projects:

4. Monitor the implementation of prajects and programmes; To the extent

possible and if considered appropriate In the relevant national context, the
Coordinating  Authority may contribute to the monitoring of the state of
implementation of projects. DG REFORM will facilitate the process by sharing a
minimal set of information on the state of play of the implementation of the
projects, if needed,

Evaluation:

5.

Evaluation of projects and programmes: To the extent possible and if
considered appropriate in the relevant national context, the Coordinsting
Authorities, in cooperation with DG REFORM and the Beneficiary Authoritias, may
contribute to the evaluation of the resuits af the TSI support measures (for example
regarding the extent to which the Beneficiary Authorities have followed up on the
suppart: adeption of a law, adoption of a strategy, etc),

The Coordinating Authorities may alse, within their caspsacities, support the
gvaluation procedures of DG REFORM by
o participating in evalustion meetings organized together with DG REFORM as
relevant, with the chiective to review the state of play of the implementation
of the TSI programme in thelr Member State and discuss the results of
previcus projects.
o contribute to analysing the resuits of the evaluation guestionnaires sharad
by DG REFORM, if needead,
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o providing feadback on the results of the projects {guestionnaires) Lo DG
REFORM,

DG REFCGRM will faciiitate related processes by sharing information on the
implementation and evaluatian of projects, as possible.

Throughout the TSI cycle

.

Communication: Pursuant to Article 18 of the TSI Reguiation, the “recipient of
Union Funding shall acknowiedge the origin of those funds and ensure the vigibility
of the Union Funding, in particular when promoting the actions and their results, by
providing coherent, effective and proportionate fargeted information to multiple
audiences, including the media and the public”. In that context, the Coordinating
Autheorities {and Beneficiary Authorities) are expected o acknowledge the TSi
support when communicating about TSI projects.

Involvement in Coordinating Authorities Networl: The Cacrdinating Autharity
is the solely responsitle focel point at national level for participation in the
Coordinating Authorities” Network., As such, the Coordinating Authority should
participate in the natwork meetings, consultations, workshops, and additional
activities i.e., liaising with other Coordinating Authorities {in the context of multi-
couniry projects in particelar) and attending the annual Coordinating Authorities
workshops organized by DG REFORM.

TS
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