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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Council 

Subject: Europe's Beating Cancer Plan 

- Information from the Presidency and the Commission 
  

Delegations will find in Annex an information note from the Commission on the above mentioned 

subject to be raised under "Any other business" at the meeting of the EPSCO Council (Health) on 

7 December 2021. 
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ANNEX 

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan 

 

In 2020, 2.7 million people in the European Union were diagnosed with cancer, and 1.3 million 

people lost their lives to the disease. Without decisive action, lives lost to cancer are expected to 

increase by nearly 25% by 2035, making it the leading cause of death in the EU. Cancer is an 

individual diagnosis severely affecting patients, families and friends. Moreover, it has a huge 

impact on health systems, on economy and society. The overall economic impact is estimated to be 

more than EUR 100 billion annually. The COVID-19 pandemic has meanwhile severely disrupted 

cancer care and affected cancer patients. 

Evidence shows that over 40% of cancer cases in the EU are preventable. However, only 3% of 

health budgets is spent on health promotion and disease prevention. The scope for action to prevent 

new cancer cases therefore is significant. Without further action, pressure on already challenged 

health and social systems will further increase, thereby jeopardising a healthy workforce and the 

growth and competitiveness of the economy. 

Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan is the response to these challenges. It was published in February 

2021 and contains ten flagship initiatives and multiple further actions that aim to tackle the entire 

disease pathway. The four main pillars of the Cancer Plan are centred on the key areas where EU 

action can add the most value: (1) prevention, (2) early detection, (3) diagnosis and treatment, and 

(4) quality of life of cancer patients and survivors. Research, innovation as well as digitalization and 

new technologies are the starting point for a new approach to cancer care in the EU.  Cross-cutting 

objectives include reducing cancer inequalities and putting childhood cancer under the spotlight.  
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The Cancer Plan works in tandem with the Horizon Europe Mission on Cancer, ensuring 

coherence between ambitious research goals and realistic policy aims. The Mission on Cancer is 

one out of five missions under the Horizon Europe programme. Its goal is to improve the lives of 

more than 3 million people by 2030, through prevention, cure and by helping those affected by 

cancer, including their families, to live longer and better. 

Regular exchanges with the European Parliament’s Beating Cancer (BECA) Committee are 

ongoing, including most recently on more than 1 500 amendments to the draft BECA report. A 

common request of the committee was to strengthen the Cross-Border Healthcare Directive and for 

the Commission to facilitate joint procurement between Member States for oncological medicines. 

Diverging views were expressed by political groups on e-cigarettes and other prevention topics, 

such as alcohol and labelling. The final report will be adopted in early December. 

Governance 

To ensure a smooth governance of the Cancer Plan, three groups have been set up and regular 

meetings are taking place: 

At Commission level, the Cancer Implementation Group ensures coherence of policy, actions and 

funding for the Cancer Plan and the Horizon Europe Mission on Cancer.  

Under the Steering Group on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (SGPP), a sub-group 

more specialised on cancer follows jointly the implementation of the Cancer Plan and the Cancer 

Mission, thereby engaging Member States from the health and research side. Two thematic groups 

have been established on (1) Comprehensive Cancer Infrastructures, and (2) the Cancer Inequalities 

Registry. 

Stakeholders are engaged in the online Stakeholder Contact Group set up under the EU Health 

Policy Platform, within which  six thematic groups are being set up to cover: (1) prevention, 

(2) diagnosis and treatment, (3) quality of life, (4) innovation, digitalisation and research, 

(5) inequalities, and (6) paediatric cancer. 
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Key actions and next steps 

The EU4Health Programme and other funding programmes have earmarked a total of EUR 4 

billion for actions addressing cancer with two waves of calls launched under Work Programme 

2021, containing a total of 12 action grants and 4 Joint Actions. The second wave of calls was 

launched on 14 October, with eight calls relating to the Cancer Plan and the Mission on Cancer. 

These calls include actions ranging from the promotion of healthy lifestyles (HealthyLifestyle4All 

Initiative) to creating a Cancer Survivor Smart Card. 

An Implementation Roadmap for the Cancer Plan was published on 17 November during the 

European Cancer Summit 2021 (see Annex to the Annex). It outlines key milestones, the timeline 

and indicators for each of the actions.  

Upcoming key actions include the Cancer Inequalities Registry, which will identify trends, 

disparities and inequalities between Member States and regions. Alongside regular qualitative 

assessments of the country-specific situation, the Registry will identify challenges and specific 

areas of action to guide investment and interventions at EU, national and regional level. Work has 

already been launched on supporting Member States to establish and strengthen national 

Comprehensive Cancer Centres and their EU networking, as well as on the creation of new 

networks of expertise for common cancers and cancer conditions.    

In 2022, the Commission will also table proposals for a review of the legislative framework for 

tobacco and alcohol taxation, as well as the cross-border purchase of these products, followed by 

proposals for mandatory labelling of the list of ingredients and nutrition declaration on alcoholic 

beverage products, as well as on the protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to 

asbestos at work.  
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Another major initiative is the ongoing work on revising the Council Recommendation on cancer 

screening. The Council Recommendation, which currently covers breast, colorectal and cervical 

cancer, will be revised to ensure it reflects the latest available scientific evidence. A second 

objective will be to consider the extension of cancer screening beyond these three cancer types to 

include prostate, lung and gastric cancer, and other cancers if supported by scientific evidence. A 

Commission proposal will be adopted in 2022. The Commission will base its decision on the work 

done by the Group of Chief Scientific Advisors, which is currently preparing an opinion on the 

subject, the Joint Research Centre and relevant outcomes of EU-funded initiatives such as the 

CANCON1 and iPAAC2  Joint Actions. A call for evidence will be launched before the end of this 

year to invite other stakeholder to contribute. 

 

                                                 
1 Cancer Control 
2 Innovative Partnership for Action Against Cancer 
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