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Introduction

This report responds tc one of the objectives of the SFIC Africa Working Group?,
that of understanding innovation capacities and relations that the European
countries have in and with African stakeholders.

The dacument includes a brief Methodology section that describes the process of
analysis, a Findings section that illustrates and analyses the answers received, and
a Conclusions section that summarises the study.

The Innovatlon Survey was answered by 15
European countries; Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic,  Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Italy, Malta, Morway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Spain, and Sweden.

SFIC, its delegations and the European
Commission, are welcome to use the
infarmation on the report for enhancing the
collaboration they have with Africa and
African stakeholders in the implementation
of the broader context of the EU-Africa
strategy.

Methodology

The survey Included 17 questlons, ocut of which, the first 12 were a single choice
guestion, where delegations were asked to answer with a “yes”, “no” or “do not
know”; and if case of an affirmative answer, they were given space to give maore

infarmation.

The timellne of the survey included: the design approved by the SFIC Plenary in
December 2020, the data from the countries received in January-February 2021,
the analysis carried out in February -March 2021 and revisions included during
April 2021

The methods for analysis of the retrleved informatlon are qualitative. Firstly, we
resurne the questions to the brief topics they ask about; then, we surmmarisze the
single choice answers stating the countres and their answers; and finally, we
review the infarmation given on the affirmative answers.

! The Strategic Forum for International Cooperation (SFIC) Africa Working Group is composed by
delegations of Austria, Belgium, Germany, France, Finland, italy, Morway, Portugal, Spainandthe European
Commission [0G Ré&l and OG EAC), operates with the mandate Wk 11317/2020 [MIT adopted at SFIC

Plenary.
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- The cooperation between European and African stakeholders in EU and
international funded programmes is widely used.

- There is some evidence of the use of novel financial instruments to stimulate
innovation by some countries and examples are given.

- Countries have listed obstacles to innovation-oriented activities with Africa,
being these related to administrative and budgetary issues, to framework
conditions and capacities, and to IPR.

- European innovation-related counsellors exist in a few countries and through
different institutions, being those Innovation agencies, embassies, etc.

- Most of the respondents have strategies and pricrity topics at national level in

innovation cooperation with African countries.

- Monitoring and evaluation of the ongoing innovation activities with Africa is
rare in Europe. It is done in France, Germany and Spain.

- Countries are able to identify more benefits than challenges regarding
innovation cooperation with Africa.

- There exist clear expectations for joint approaches in innovation with Africa,
among which the boost of innovative capacities in Africa and the establishment
of longer term cooperation for a mutual benefit.

- The delegations have identified the desired initiatives for the future
cooperation related to innovation activities and they have given topics that can
be complementary with the existing ones.

- Finally, the respondents have included a few more ideas to encourage
innovation between Europe and Africa.

The information gathered by the survey expresses the opinion of the SFIC
delegations and can be used with the objective to enhance the collaboration
between Europe and Africa.
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