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NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Delegations

Subject: Organic protein feed from Ukraine

- Information from the Lithuanian delegation

Delegations will find in the Annex a document on the above subject to be presented by the

Lithuanian delegation under "Any other business" at the "Agriculture and Fisheries" Council on

17-18 October 2022.
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ANNEX

ORGANIC PROTEIN FEED FROM UKRAINE

Note from the Lithuanian delegation

Ukraine was one of the main suppliers of organic protein feed. Due to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, supply chains for these products were disrupted as well as for other agricultural products

and commodities.

The lack of availability of organic protein feed in certain Member States threatened the continuity
of the organic production of older organic porcine animals and poultry, therefore the Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/1450 of 27 June 2022 supplementing Regulation (EU)2018/848 of
the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the use of non-organic protein feed for the
production of organic livestock due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was adopted. This gave the
permission to the Member States where organic protein feed is unavailable to derogate from the

obligation to feed 100% organic protein fodder to the defined categories of pigs and poultry.

Ukraine remains one of the main producers and suppliers of organic protein feed for organic
porcine animals and poultry in the EU. Export of Ukrainian organic products continues in 2022
ensuring stable supplies to the EU. According to information provided by the Ukrainian authorities,
export of organic products increased in 2022, compared to the same period of 2021. Harvesting of
early grains in most of Ukrainian territory is finished, harvesting of legumes, late grains, and
sunflowers is ongoing and the capacity of export transport routes is increasing. Ukraine confirms
the ability of their organic operators to fulfil their export obligations in 2022-2023 regarding the
supply of organic protein feed to the EU.

Therefore, Lithuania urges Member States to continue counting on Ukraine’s potential and
availability to supply organic protein feed into EU and to avoid the application of derogation
concerned. This would be important sign of solidarity, crucial for Ukraine’s economy and

their farmers as well as beneficial for Member States’ organic production.
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Despite russia’s full-scale military aggression on the territory of Ukraine, Ukrainian organic producers in
the central, western, northern, and, partially, southern parts of Ukraine have successfully finished the
harvesting of early grains and continue harvesting legumes, late grains, and sunflowers.

With support from the international partners, the capacity of export transport routes increases. This helps
to guarantee transportation of organic protein feed to the EU.

Moreover, in order to ensure stable supplies of organic products into the EU, Ukrainian organic producers,
with the support of the international organic community, continue to explore possible alternative logistic
routes.

According to the Article 1 (1) of the Delegated Regulation (EU) 2022/1450 of 27 June 2022, “In Member
States that have recognised the lack of availability of organic protein feed following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on 24 February 2022 as catastrophic circumstances in accordance with Article 1(1) of Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2020/2146, the competent authorities may extend the derogations...”.

According to the Article 1 (1) of the Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/2146 of 24 September 2020,
“situation ... shall be recognised as catastrophic circumstances by a formal decision issued by the Member
State in which the situation occurs”.

Taking into account the above-mentioned, the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine confirms
the ability of Ukrainian organic operators to fulfil their export obligations in 2022-2023 regarding the
supply of organic protein feed to the EU. In connection with the above facts, we kindly ask you to consider
the information provided above and in the Annex to this letter and do not issue the formal decision about
catastrophic circumstances on this regard, do not recognize the lack of availability of organic protein feed
following russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022 and to inform operators in your country that
they should not apply derogation.

It is our strong belief that the application of derogation under this Regulation will decrease or even block
Ukraine's export of organic protein crops of present harvest and will damage organic production and
processing in Ukraine in the future. In the long run, this might have an irrevocable long-lasting effect on
supply of organic feed to the EU organic farmers.

We kindly ask you to send your feedback on this letter.

If it is necessary for the purpose of a comprehensive detailed discussion of the present issue, we propose to
have a meeting by video means between you and the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine with
participation of the consultative and advisory working group on organic production development, formed
at the Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine.

The Ministry of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine is open for cooperation and reiterates the assurance
of its deep respect and is grateful in advance for your attention to this letter.

Annex: file “Protein feed (01.01-31.08)".

Sincerely yours,

Minister
Mykola Solskyi
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