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NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Council

Subject: Joint Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and
Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and Slovenia on the challenges and
opportunities of Member States in relation to EU carbon farming initiatives

- Information from the Slovak delegation, on behalf of the Bulgarian,
Croatian, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian, Slovak and Slovenian delegations

Delegations will find:

e In the Annex, an introductory note received from the Slovak delegation on the Joint
Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria, Croatia,
Romania, and Slovenia on the challenges and opportunities of Member States in relation to EU
carbon farming initiatives;

e In the Annex to the Annex, the Joint Declaration.

The Joint Declaration will be presented under “Any other business” at the meeting of the

“Agriculture and Fisheries” Council on 17-18 October 2022.
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ANNEX

Joint Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria,
Croatia, Romania, and Slovenia on the challenges and opportunities of Member States in

relation to EU carbon farming initiatives

On 6 and 7 October 2022, the Slovak Presidency of the Visegrad Group organized the V4+4
Ministerial Meeting in Pezinok, Slovakia. The main topic of the meeting, attended by
Commissioner Wojciechowski, was Carbon farming, most precisely the Member States' preparation
for the implementation of this concept, as well as sharing of best practices in this area. The
Agriculture Ministers of the Visegrad Group, Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and Slovenia
unequivocally confirmed their interest in developing this new economic model, at the same time,
they supported the introduction of the system, which according to them, must be simple, voluntary
and must not lead to the disadvantage of farmers. They also emphasized (among others) the
important role of restoring water regimes for healthy soils. Moreover, the European Commission

was invited to consider alternative sources of carbon farming funding other than the CAP budget.

Bearing all this in mind, the ministers signed a Joint Declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture
of the Visegrad Group and Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and Slovenia on the challenges and
opportunities of Member States in relation to EU carbon farming initiatives (Annex to the

Annex).

The ministers and Commissioner Wojciechowski also exchanged views on the current situation on

the agricultural markets and legislation on the sustainable use of plant protection products.

13405/22 LP/io 2
ANNEX LIFE.1 EN



ANNEX TO THE ANNEX
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